
 
 

 

 

Wednesday, August 24, 2016 
 
Glenn A. Fine 
Inspector General, Department of Defense 
4800 Mark Center Drive 
Alexandria, VA 22350-1500 
 
The Honorable Glenn Fine, 
 
My name is Mikey Weinstein and I am the Founder and President of the Military Religious Freedom 
Foundation (MRFF), which is a nonprofit organization currently representing over 47,000 U.S. Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, and Marines, as well as national guard, reservists, cadets, and veterans in connection 
with unconstitutional violations of the separation between church and state that are occurring within the 
U.S. military. 
  
I am writing to insist upon immediate remedial action in connection with a recent “investigation” that was 
performed concerning the conduct of Major Steve Lewis, a supervisor at the Reserve National Security 
Space Institute (RNSSI), a subordinate unit of the 310th Space Wing at Peterson AFB, Colorado.  MRFF 
received numerous complaints that Major Lewis displayed a highlighted Christian Bible on his work 
desk, in blatant violation of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment, Clause 3, Article VI of the 
Constitution, and controlling Federal case law, as well as Air Force Instruction 1-1, Sections 2.11 and 
2.12. 
  
In my capacity as Founder and President of MRFF, I wrote to Col. Damon Feltman, the 310th Space 
Wing Commander, demanding that Major Lewis’s unconstitutional religious display be removed and that 
his actions be immediately investigated.  I was assured – and, therefore, our 33 MRFF client complainants 
were assured – that a “fair, open, and transparent” investigation would be commenced.  I regret to inform 
you, sir, that we received no such thing.  To the contrary, it seems clear that our clients’ valid civil rights 
complaints were dismissed and the subsequent “investigation” was merely a charade.  Allow me to 
explain: 
  
First, we received credible information that the officer in charge of the subject “investigation” may have 
been Col. Lisa Johnson – the very Commander of RNSSI who allowed Major Lewis to openly disregard 
Constitutional law and USAF regulations for years.  Further, Col. Johnson previously received complaints 
about Major Lewis’s Bible display as a result of the voluntary and anonymous “climate survey” she 
initiated in February of 2016.  She not only failed to take any corrective action as a result of these 
complaints, but she advised her subordinates to speak to her if they wished to discuss the issue – thus, 
requiring them to forfeit their anonymity and become subject to retribution. 
  
 
The choice of Col. Lisa Johnson as the lead investigator for the Wing Commander’s “investigation” 
would obviously create a glaring conflict of interest, as it would require her to investigate her very own 
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actions in allowing Major Lewis’s religious display and ignoring complaints that such a display plainly 
violated the mandates of the Constitution and USAF regulations.  Her investigation could not possibly be 
impartial, let alone open and transparent. 
  
Second, even in the event that Col. Johnson did not lead an investigation into herself, the investigation 
and apparent results cannot in any way be described as “fair, open, and transparent.”  Upon learning that 
Col. Johnson may have been appointed as lead investigator, I wrote to Col. Feltman demanding that he 
either confirm or deny the accuracy of her potential investigatory position.  He failed to respond to that 
demand.  
  
Subsequently, we received an August 23, 2016 email from Col. Feltman, which simply stated the 
conclusion that “no abuse of liberties has occurred” and Major Lewis’s actions were found to be “well 
within the provisions of Air Force Instruction 1-1, Air Force Standards, paragraphs 2.11 and 2.12.”  As an 
initial matter, there is nothing open or transparent about a mere, bald conclusion, without explanation or 
supporting facts and/or law.  Moreover, the conclusion cannot be justified – AFI 1-1 specifically prohibits 
the use of one’s position to promote personal religious beliefs, which Major Lewis plainly did when he 
displayed an open and highlighted Bible in a public work area. 
  
For these reasons, MRFF insists on behalf of our USAF member clients that you, as the Department of 
Defense Inspector General, take immediate control of this situation and perform a true investigation, both 
into Major Lewis’s actions and into the sham investigation purportedly undertaken by Col. Feltman, Col. 
Johnson, and/or other unnamed individuals in the 310th Space Wing. 
  
We at MRFF, along with our 33 USAF clients, 21 of whom are under the command of Colonel Feltman, 
anxiously await your response, sir.  Please let me know if you have any questions or require any 
additional information. I have attached some useful information on this case for your review. 
  
Respectfully, 
 

 
Michael L. “Mikey” Weinstein, Esq. 
Founder and President 
Military Religious Freedom Foundation 
mikey@militaryreligiousfreedom.org 
(505) 250-7727 
 
CC:   
Secretary of Defense – Ash Carter 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff – General Joseph F. Dunford, Jr. 
Secretary of the Air Force – Deborah Lee James 
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force – General David L. Goldfein 
Randal G. Mathis, Mathis & Donheiser P.C. – MRFF Lead Trial Counsel   


