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jbs@jbs.org  

The New American 
John Birch Society 
770 N. Westhill Blvd.  
Appleton, Wisconsin  54914 

 
 Re: Military Religious Freedom Foundation 
  Mikey Weinstein 
  Internet Article Published Yesterday

 
 

  John Birch Society 
  Article by Dave Bohon 
 
Dear Sirs: 

 
            Our office represents Mikey Weinstein and the Military Religious Freedom Foundation.  
 
 Yesterday, an article was published, in both written and podcast form, by The New 

American referencing our clients as “atheist” activists.  Although Mr. Weinstein and the Military 
Religious Freedom Foundation are most definitely “activists” they are certainly not atheists and 
take great exception to your publishing something falsely asserting otherwise, (notwithstanding 
the fact that they also do in fact proudly represent atheists and agnostics as well).  It is, by any 

definition, legal defamation in this context.  
 
            We understand “The New American” to be the media arm of The John Birch Society.  
 

             Apparently, the article related to recent activity of Mr. Weinstein and the Foundation on 
behalf of a large number of active duty military clients at the Grand Forks, North Dakota Air 
Force base.  Their success on behalf of the foundation’s clients there and the resulting publicity 
seems to have upset the author of the article you published as well as others posting anti-Semitic 

comments to it on your website such as the one identifying himself as “Protestant.” 
 
 You know full well that the Military Religious Freedom Foundation is not an atheist 
organization.  It is a well known secular civil rights advocacy group of which approximately 

95% of its approximately 60,000-plus current and veteran armed forces clients are Christian, as 
are about 80% of the Foundation’s staffers. 
 
 Whether The John Birch Society likes it or not, or believes it or not, Mr. Weinstein and 

the Foundation work very hard for the continued free expression and practice of all.   “All” means 
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“all”; whether they are Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, atheist, agnostic, etc.  Everybody.  Yes, even 
including you. 

 
 Your organization and the article’s author, Dave Bohon, are certainly free to express your 
opinions, or disagreements with positions taken by Mr. Weinstein and the Foundation, but you 
are not free to libel and defame either.   

 
 On occasion my work necessitates that I write to someone who has in all likelihood 
inadvertently published something on the Internet that is defamatory; perhaps by confusing one 
organization with another.  For example, some people seem to confuse the Foundations’ initials 

“MRFF” with “FFRF,” The Freedom From Religion Foundation (whom I do not represent).    
 
 I find it impossible to believe that The John Birch Society did not know that Mr. Bohon’s 
description of Mr. Weinstein and the Foundation was false and libelous.  Surely, The John Birch 

Society, given its “history” , has its own legal counsel.  Likewise, it is probably safe for me to 
assume that your insurance carrier would be anxious to explain it and to advise you concerning 
the potential repercussions if the article is not taken down. 
 

 Argue with Mr. Weinstein and the Foundation all you want.  You are certainly free to 
express your views.  Mr. Weinstein has always been open to engaging in full public debate 
concerning the matters that are of interest to both of you.  We ask that you do that, however, 
without defaming Mr. Weinstein or the Foundation or libe lously publishing such things written 

by others on your website.  
 
       Very truly yours, 
 

  
 
 
       Randal Mathis 

 


