Friday, August 29, 2014

Major General LaWarren Patterson, United States Army
Commanding General
US Army Signal Center of Excellence
Signal Towers, Bldg. 29808
Fort Gordon, GA 30905 – 5650
Major General Patterson,
Sir, as you know from the letter I sent you yesterday, the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation (MRFF) was alerted by 34 of its clients at Fort Gordon, Georgia (comprising
active duty U.S. Army officers, non-commissioned officers and civilians, 31 of whom selfidentify as practicing Christians) that the Army Medical Command’s “Army Substance
Abuse Program (“ASAP”) facilitators at your installation have adopted the distribution of
Rick Warren's evangelical Christian book, “A Purpose Driven Life”, as part of the official
intake process of that mandatory program. Such distribution is just plain WRONG, General.
Please allow me to elaborate.
It is the absolute position of our MRFF clients, our organization, the United States
Constitution, its construing federal and state case law, the laws and regulations of this
country, the Department of Defense (DoD) and the United States Army that the distribution
of that Christian proselytizing book by your Fort Gordon ASAP personnel, in the time, place
and manner it is currently being so distributed, is both patently unlawful, immoral and
terribly unethical. In addition to putting an end to this bigoted practice of fundamentalist
Christian supremacy and exceptionalism, we are demanding that appropriate judicial or
non-judicial punishment be administered following an aggressive investigation into which
facilitator(s) and/or others at Fort Gordon in the your chains of command beneath you
authorized this outrageous behavior.
Two of our 34 MRFF clients at Fort Gordon, whose identities we will comprehensively
protect of course, made their positions very clear:
(1) “By endorsing 'Purpose Driven Life' as part of the recovery process, the Fort Gordon
ASAP preys upon Soldiers at a very difficult – and vulnerable – time in their recovery from
substance abuse to inject sectarian dogma into their struggle.”
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(2) “Can you imagine the carnage that would happen if the ASAP people substituted the
Koran in place of 'A Purpose Driven Life’ or even Richard Dawkins’ ‘The God Delusion’
instead of what they’re doing by pushing Rick Warren’s book to be used by hurting soldiers
for recovery?"
It is no secret that evangelical Christian proselytizing missions excel and optimize when
targeting those facing hard times. Evangelizing the infirm and vulnerable is an all too
common tactic which reaps high rewards for those seeking to convert others to their
preferred form of Christianity. In the civilian population, where this same tactic remains at
best ethically dubious, it is most often not exacted on a captive audience. In stark contrast,
the majority of U.S. Army soldiers assigned to ASAP are there as the result of a directed
command referral. They are given the “choice" of attending ASAP or being punished
pursuant to Article 15 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ). In other words, they
are effectively ORDERED to attend ASAP. Therefore, General, as it presently stands at Ft.
Gordon, soldiers already mightily struggling with the serious challenges of substance abuse
problems are given the “choice" between subjecting themselves to the unabashed Christian
evangelism of “The Purpose Driven Life” (regardless of their chosen religious beliefs or lack
thereof) or career-ending, oppressive non-judicial punishment via UCMJ Article 15. Which
“choice" would YOU make, General?
Exactly, sir. There is, in reality, NO choice to be made here, General. The time, place and
manner of the distribution of that sectarian Christian book authored by Rick Warren as a
recovery tool for soldiers facing the horrors of substance abuse is a viciously vivid violation
of both the "No Establishment" and "No Religious Test" clauses of the United States
Constitution.
Further, this matter of the distribution of that book is wholly incompatible with and directly
violative of DoD Instruction 5410.19, Sections 6.7.1 and 6.7.2. By distributing ONLY Rick
Warren’s sectarian evangelical Christian material in the time, place and manner it currently
does, Ft. Gordon's ASAP is incontrovertibly providing a selective benefit and preferential
treatment (endorsement of a non-federal entity) to that specific version of Christianity and to
Rick Warren's business enterprises.
The two viable solutions to remediate this problem are:
(1) Ordering an immediate end to the distribution of "A Purpose Driven Life” in the time,
place and manner it is currently being distributed by ASAP personnel, or
(2) Opening total access to these Fort Gordon soldiers to ANY non-federal entity which
wishes to evangelize/proselytize to these very same soldiers who are already experiencing
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significant personal crises. However, it is our position that intentionally mingling a crisis of
faith with a crisis of addiction is likewise recklessly unethical and immoral.
Major General Patterson, speaking plainly, sir, the actions taken in the distribution and
dissemination of “The Purpose Driven Life” by the Ft. Gordon ASAP facilitators are simply
legally, ethically and morally indefensible. There is no law nor regulation that exonerates
either malfeasance or misfeasance perpetrated by DoD employees on the basis of their
parochial Christian religious preferences and/or inspirations.
Please think about the following for a moment, General: If these same men and women
officially presiding over your ASAP at Fort Gordon in conjunction with the present time,
place and manner distribution of “The Purpose Driven Life” were, instead, found distributing
"Good Without God", "The 12-Step Buddhist” or L. Ron Hubbard’s (founder of Scientology)
theories of substance abuse treatment (“Narconon”) pamphlets to extremely vulnerable
soldiers in MANDATED U.S. Army substance abuse treatment, the response from your
Army leadership (and, indeed, the American public) would undoubtedly be extraordinarily
swift and profoundly severe. As well it ought to be.
We at MRFF, and on behalf of our 34 Fort Gordon United States Army clients, are
demanding that you show the same respect of the bedrock law for those that violate it in the
name of Jesus Christ and Christianity as you would for any other name, deity, religion or
philosophy.
It really is just that simple, General. Do the right thing here, Please.
Sincerely,

Michael L. “Mikey” Weinstein, Esq.
Founder and President
Military Religious Freedom Foundation
CC:
John M. McHugh, Secretary of the Army
General Raymond T. Odierno – Chief of Staff of the United States Army
Colonel Samuel G. Anderson – Commander, US Army Garrison Fort Gordon
Colonel John P. Lamoureux – Commander, Dwight D. Eisenhower Army Medical Center
Randal G. Mathis, Mathis & Donheiser P.C. – MRFF Lead Trial Counsel

