Friday, April 1, 2016
Kimberly Robertson
Director, Community Based Outpatient Clinics
Louis Stokes Cleveland Veterans Affairs Medical Center
10701 East Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44106
Dear Ms. Robertson:
My name is Bobby Muller, Co-founder of the International Campaign to Ban Land Mines, which
received the Nobel Peace Prize (1997), Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) Advisory
Board Member, and Past President and Founder of Veterans for America (VFA), the largest and only
Congressionally-Chartered national Vietnam Veterans organization in America.
Thank you for your recent letter to Mr. Weinstein, the founder of MRFF, which is dated March 18,
2016, but was not received until March 29, 2016. Your conclusion to support the decision of the
Disabled American Veterans to include a Bible as part of their POW/MIA Missing Man Memorial,
displayed at the Youngstown V.A. Outpatient Clinic, is both erroneous and hypocritical.
You should have addressed any questions regarding the constitutionality of including the Bible in the
display to your V.A. lawyers. Instead, you chose to speciously “consult" the Disabled American
Veterans (DAV) – the very group that set up the subject display. Did you expect the DAV to admit
that its own actions were unconstitutional? Any high school student could see that the opinion of the
group being questioned would be plainly biased in its own favor.
If you had consulted a lawyer – or even performed just a cursory review of applicable law – you
would have been informed that the question of whether the Establishment Clause is violated is
governed by the Lemon test: An act or policy of a government entity or person acting in the capacity
of an agent of the government violates the Establishment Clause if any one of the following is
shown: (1) its purpose is not secular; (2) its principal/primary effect either advances or inhibits
religion; or (3) it fosters an excessive entanglement with religion. Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S. 602
(1971).
Including a Bible as part of a POW/MIA Missing Man display has no secular purpose and can only
advance the particular religion of Christianity. This plain truth is evidenced by the fact that many
such displays absolutely do not include a Bible or any other religious text – so it is not the traditional
element it is now claimed to be. Including the Bible turns a display intended to honor brave soldiers,

sailors, airmen, and marines into a display honoring only Christian service members. This travesty is
not only unconstitutional, it is intolerable and insulting to the many non-Christian service members
who have sacrificed so much in the defense of this country.
While you admit that the V.A. cannot endorse or favor any specific religion, your very next sentence
(“The Cleveland [VAMC] supports their decision to maintain a bible as part of [the memorial.]”) is a
clear demonstration of how little you care about requirements of the Establishment Clause. You cite
absolutely no facts or law supporting your decision, which is to allow a blatant violation of the
Constitution.
Since you have decided to allow the Bible as part of the DAV’s display at your Youngstown, Ohio
V.A. medical facility, at least one of our MRFF clients is demanding the right to display a second
POW/MIA Missing Man Memorial next to the one currently maintained by the DAV, which will
feature both the Torah and a copy of British author Richard Dawkins’ “The God Delusion.” You can
probably expect more demands for additional displays including a variety of other religious and
nonreligious texts in the very near future.
The bottom line is that you simply cannot have it both ways. You have admitted that you cannot
endorse any religion and, therefore, you must either immediately remove the Bible from the
Youngstown display or just as immediately allow additional displays featuring other religious and
nonreligious texts.
We look forward to hearing from you once you have expeditiously decided between these two
options.
Sincerely,

_____________________________
Bobby Muller
Co-Founder of the International Campaign To Ban Landmines,
Winner of the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize
Past President and Founder: Veterans for America
Advisory Board Member, Military Religious Freedom Foundation
CC:
Robert A. McDonald – Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Carolyn Wong – Director, V.A. Office of Diversity and Inclusion, Washington, D.C.
Angela Dunn – Case Worker at V.A. Office of Diversity and Inclusion, Washington, D.C.
Tobanna Barker – MRFF Legal Affairs Coordinator
Randal G. Mathis – Mathis & Donheiser P.C. – MRFF Lead Trial Counsel
Jordan N. Ray – U.S. Army, Retired, MRFF Director of Veterans Affairs
Michael L. “Mikey” Weinstein Esq. – Founder & President, Military Religious Freedom Foundation

