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MRFF OPPOSES
FORT JACKSON'S

"BAPTIZING MACHINE" 

170 of Fort Jackson's basic trainees lined up to be baptized after a hike.
That must have been some hike! But seriously, are we really supposed to
believe that 170 trainees all simultaneously found Jesus on the same day

without some heavy duty proselytizing or coercion?

MRFF OP-ED ON
DAILY KOS

Fort Jackson, Where Soldiers of “All Faiths” are
“Welcome” to Get Baptized

By:  MRFF Senior Research Director
Chris Rodda

Friday, October 4, 2019

Fort Jackson, the Army’s largest basic training
base, has a baptism machine, and his name is
Chaplain (CPT) Chris Rice. According to the Baptist
Press, Chaplain Rice has baptized an astounding 519
basic trainees since February 24, and, according to
Fort Jackson's Public Affairs Instagram, a whopping
170 of these were on a single day.

According to the Fort Jackson Instagram post, the 170 basic trainees lined up
to be baptized after a hike. That must have been some hike! But seriously,
are we really supposed to believe that 170 trainees all simultaneously
found Jesus on the same day without some heavy duty proselytizing or
coercion?

But the most outrageous part of Fort Jackson’s Instagram post is this line:

“Soldiers of all faiths are welcome to be baptized.”

That’s right. At Fort Jackson soldiers of the wrong faiths are “welcome” to
be baptized into the right faith.

These stories of mass baptisms by chaplains like Chaplain Rice don’t come
as a surprise to us at the Military Religious Freedom Foundation
(MRFF). He’s a Southern Baptist, and we know that Southern Baptist
chaplains are notorious for considering the military — especially situations
in the military in which young soldiers are worn down by training — as
a mission field ripe for the harvest.

[…]
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THE ICONIC AND INFLUENTIAL
NEW HAMPSHIRE UNION LEADER

PROMINENTLY FEATURES
MRFF-SPONSORED LAWSUIT
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Air Force veteran joins fight to remove
Bible in VA POW display

By:   Shawne K. Wickham

Saturday, October 5, 2019
(Excerpts from the New Hampshire Union Leader/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

An Air Force veteran from the greater Manchester area has added her
name as a plaintiff to a federal lawsuit that seeks the removal of a Bible
from a display honoring POWs at the Manchester VA Medical Center.

Sandra Bell is identified as an atheist in an amended complaint filed
Friday by the  Military Religious Freedom Foundation  (MRFF), which
is suing the VA to remove the Bible.  It states that Bell is a patient of the
Manchester medical center and that “she is forced to have unwelcome direct
contact with the Bible each time she enters or leaves” that facility.

Mikey Weinstein from the MRFF  said Bell was a signals intelligence
analyst in the Air Force from 1996 to 2000. She was not one of the original
14 veterans mentioned in the federal lawsuit, but she and two others have
since joined the cause, he said.

[…]

“This is not a Christian nation,”  he said.  “We’re a secular nation.”

Bell’s name was added as a named plaintiff after Judge Paul Barbadoro,
during a hearing on the case last month,  questioned the standing of
plaintiff James Chamberlain of Barrington in the case, since
Chamberlain is a professed Christian.

Weinstein rejected that Friday.  “It’s like saying if you’re a white person,
you can’t complain about a whites-only water fountain someplace,”  he
said.  ‘It’s a ridiculous argument.”

[…]

Click to Read Article

MANCHESTER INK LINK
COVERS MRFF

VA sued by former Military Intelligence analyst
due to Bible display

By:  Jon Hopwood

Friday, October 4, 2019
(Excerpts from Manchester Ink Link/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Air Force Veteran Sandra Bell has joined the “VA Bible” lawsuit
demanding that a Bible on the Manchester Veterans Affairs Medical
Center’s POW/MIA “Missing Man Table” be removed from the war
memorial, permanently. Bell joins fellow Air Force Veteran James
Chamberlain as a plaintiff in the lawsuit against the Department of
Veterans Affairs, which was brought by the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation.

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation now represents 17 Manchester
VAMC users who object to the Bible display.

Sandra Bell, who came forward after the lawsuit was filed, recently
decided she would join it as a public litigant. Bell and Chamberlain are
asking for both a preliminary and permanent injunction to remove the Bible
from the Manchester VAMC’s Missing Man Table.

[…]

The display is situated in the foyer of the main entrance to the Manchester
VAMC, across from pictures of President Donald J. Trump and Secretary of
Veterans Affairs Robert Wilkie. The only bank of elevators for veterans is
located at the main entrance.

[…]

After the Bible was returned to the Missing Man Table and placed in its
plastic sarcophagus, James Chamberlain subsequently became the 15th
Manchester VAMC user to complain about the display via the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation. When the Department Veterans Affairs
began to defiantly defend the religious display, a lawsuit was filed under
Chamberlain’s name.

The Department of Veterans Affairs has refused to let any other holy
books from another religion grace the table, forcing the removal of a
Jewish prayer book and other texts from the Manchester VAMC Missing
Man table immediately after they were placed there.

[…]

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation-backed lawsuit was filed in
May 2019 by Lawrence Vogelman of the Manchester-based law firm
Nixon Vogelman Slawsky and Simoneau. Remarkably, a response by the
Manchester VAMC claimed that the Bible display was “a secular tribute to
America’s POW/MIA community.”

[…]

Click to Read Article

Christian Bible Encased in Plexiglass and Bolted to POW/MIA Display Table
at VA Medical Center in Manchester, NH

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON
MANCHESTER VA BIBLE ISSUE, PROTEST

FLYOVER, BILLBOARD, AND FILING OF
FEDERAL LAWSUIT

Active Duty Military Family Thankful for MRFF

"Thank You"

From:  MRFF Active Duty Military Family Clients’ E-Mail Address
Withheld
Subject: Thank You
Date:  October 1, 2019 at 12:45:16 PM MDT
To:  mikeyw4444@icloud.com
Cc:  (E-mail Address Withheld)

Mikey,

When our family was in one of the darkest places we have been in together,
we did not know where to go for help.  (spouse’s name withheld)  had been
victimized by two rabbis – one of whom is an Army officer and a chaplain.
Chaplains, as you know from your years of honorable military service, are
supposed to be the custodians of morale and wellness as well as the
guardians of religious freedoms. That is what they are  supposed  to be, but it
is seldom what they are. Our family discovered the hard way that too much
of the Chaplain Corps is made up of bullies and zealots who will go to great
lengths, to include violating Army regulations and the tenants of their own
faiths to cover for each other in order to avoid accountability. We mistakenly
trusted the deliverance of due justice to the leadership of  (U.S.military
installation name withheld) : Specifically,  (senior commanders names and
ranks withheld).  However, after ten months of negligence and
marginalization, we were faced with the ugly truth: these “leaders” cared
nothing for our family or for the injustices we had endured. We did not know
where to turn after we exhausted all of the remedies the Army had in place.
Every avenue ended with a disinterested commander who had neither the
time nor interest in adequately addressing our plight. We heard about
Military Religious Freedom Foundation from a friend of ours, who had been
previously wronged by the same Chaplain Corps as we were and still are.

From the first time we spoke, we immediately felt an overwhelming sense of
calm and the glimmer of hope we had not even dreamed of. We had been
beseeched on all sides before you came galivanting to our rescue. The candor
and fervor in which you advocated for us was inspiring. You gathered the
facts from us, digested them, and demonstrated a complete understanding of
those facts almost instantaneously – demonstrating not only your relatability,
but your deep understanding of military law, regulation, customs, and culture.
We remember the first time we spoke and referred to you as “Mr. Weinstein,”
as we felt was appropriate given your reputation and resume. However, you
immediately corrected us and demanded we call you “Mikey.” It was from
that point on, that you continually made us feel like more than clients, but as
family. Not only were you extremely personable, but you were immensely
responsive. There was not a time of day or night when we could not reach
you within a few minutes. Further, you zealously, and personally, advocated
for us at every moment by constantly keeping the pressure on the Army to
begin to right the indignities they visited upon our family.

What’s more, you were not simply the figurehead of MRFF with your lackies
and underlings performing all of the leg work. It was you, Mikey Weinstein,
there with us in the muck – in the filth. It was as if we were a horse, stuck
shoulder deep in spring mud and you were a fearless passerby, instead of
coaxing us on with words of encouragement while safe and dry, you dove
into the mud with us. We knew the whole time that we were in it together.
You took on our pain as if it was your own. Your empathetic demeanor was
unshakeable and you flawlessly inserted professional, legally sound guidance
in with bed side manner only possessed by the top 1%. You were our knight
in shining armor and we would not have been able to continue fighting
without you. G-d fearing people everywhere owe you a debt of gratitude for
the work you do for the men and women in uniform. The radicals from
fundamentalist denominations are wreaking havoc on the rights and freedoms
of our service members and their families. MRFF is the only organization
standing in their way. Knowing now the zeal of Mikey Weinstein, I would
not want to trade places with those fanatics for all the whiskey in Ireland.

These words do not begin to touch what you have done for us, but: Thank
you, Mikey.

The  (name withheld)  Family.
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SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)
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