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Veterans Day, November 11, 2019

MRFF SALUTES
AMERICA'S VETERANS

Remember Our Veterans with
Respect and Reverence

By: MRFF Board Member John Compere

American Veterans Day is a national holiday celebrated
annually on November 11th because the World War I
armistice was declared at the 11th hour on the 11th day
of the 11th month in 1918 – 101 years ago.

This tribute to our veterans recognizes those patriotic
men and women, living or deceased, who served our
country honorably in the military during war or
peacetime for any length of service and are no longer

serving. Today, there are over 21 million military veterans living in the
United States with more than 1.5 million residing in Texas.

Observed since 1919, originally by presidential proclamation and then by
congressional resolution, this official observance became federal law in 1954
when enacted by Congress and signed by 34th President and Commander-in-
Chief Dwight Eisenhower who declared  “In order to insure proper and
widespread observance of this anniversary, all veterans, all veterans’
organizations, and the entire citizenry will wish to join hands in the common
purpose.”

[...]
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MRFF PUTS STOP TO FORCED WATCHING
OF FUNDAMENTALIST CHRISTIAN

TRINITY BROADCASTING NETWORK (TBN)
AT AIR FORCE BASE HOSPITAL

Email from one of the 30+ active duty military
members, retirees, and dependents whom MRFF

intervened on behalf of at Lackland Air Force Base's
Wilford Hall Ambulatory Surgical Center:

"I went to the medical facility for medical care. Not to be ministered to and
proselytized to as a captive audience member in a DOD medical facility."

"Mr Weinstein took immediate action after we contacted him and MRFF ...
TBN is no longer being broadcast on the TVs there. "

From:  MRFF Veteran Client’s E-Mail Address Withheld
Subject: Fundamentalist Christian TV Broadcast at Military Hospital
Date:  November 8, 2019 at 2:34:23 PM MST
To:  Mikey Weinstein <mikey@militaryreligiousfreedom.org>

Mikey and MRFF, Thanks for the help on behalf of 30+ military members,
active duty, retired and dependents. In the San Antonio TX area.

I am a retired military member who recently had an appointment at a clinic at
Lackland AFB. Hospital (Wilford Hall). For a medical procedure, after
reporting in at the Clinic, I was directed to wait in a small cubicle waiting
area with a T.V.

The Television station playing was the Trinity Broadcasting Network  (TBN)

A fundamentalist Christian station. It was not possible to change the station
and the TV was permanently set on TBN.

Within just the first 5 mins I was read prayers, told to pray, and asked for
donations.

I went to the medical facility for medical care. Not to be ministered to and
proselytized to as a captive audience member in a DOD medical facility.

I tried to get some help from the hospital but nothing happened. I reported
this incident to Mikey Weinstein at MRFF. right away. Other active duty and
veterans  joined me as complainants to Mikey and MRFF about this
constitutional violation of our civil rights.

Mr Weinstein took immediate action after we contacted him and MRFF,
made some phone calls and sent e-mails to the chain of command at this huge
medical facility and swiftly resolved the situation within a couple of hours of
his first contact with this military hospital. The military chain of command
has promised MRFF to take action to never allow such a terrible thing to ever
happen again. TBN is no longer being broadcast on the TVs there.

On behalf of all military members in TX, I give a Hand Salute to the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation.

Thanks Mikey and the MRFF!
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Military physician thanks MRFF for getting
TBN turned off at Lackland Air Force Base's

Wilford Hall Ambulatory Surgical Center :
"Religious proselyting is bad enough on its face but is especially 

egregious when done in a Military medical facility ... "

From: Anonymous Military Physician’s E-Mail Address Withheld
Subject: LETTER TO MR. WEINSTEIN
Date:  November 9, 2019 at 1:13:01 PM MST
To:  mikey@militaryreligiousfreedom.org

9 November 2019

Dear Mr. Weinstein

Thank you for your effective and timely intervention on behalf of active duty
military members and veterans in regard to exposing patients at the storied
Wilford Hall medical facility at Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Texas, one of
the largest “crown jewels of Military Medicine” in the US, to flagrant
Christian fundamentalist proselytizing through TV programming in a waiting
room area.

I write to you as a physician who both practices in Military Medicine and
who has studied this unique global healthcare system over many years.

Currently as you know the Military Healthcare System is undergoing an
historic transition to an interservice Defense Health Agency (DHA) ordered
by the NDAA. This transition like all major change is both exciting and
painful. All stakeholders are hoping for success.

A basic tenant of the DHA all healthcare systems is achieving high results
and measured grades in patient experience satisfaction. Patients are unique
“customers” who deserve positive high quality interactions during any
encounter with their healthcare system. This includes a wide range of
experiences including the experience in healthcare facility waiting rooms.

Unfortunately MRFF had the need to responded to complaints from over 30
clients at the Wilford hall medical facility who were expose to the Christian
Evangelical TBN network while they were patiently waiting for medical
services – hence “trapped”. Some of these patients may have been ill, in pain
or otherwise suffering hence rendering them vulnerable to any messaging.
Yet, not being helpless, they courageously reached out to you at MRFF for
assistance. They knew of the very fine reputation of you, Mr Weinstein, and
your team at MRFF has as it relates to “being there” for them after they have
exhausted all other options and remedies. They are aware of your
accessibility, your effectiveness, efficiency and, perhaps most of all, your
courage in in improving the quality of lives in the Military or in Military
retirement as Veterans by protecting their legal rights under Military
Regulations and the United States Constitution. I am certain that they and
many others are exceedingly grateful to you for your work.

Mr. Weinstein – Religious  proselyting is bad enough on its face but is
especially egregious when done in a Military medical facility which is both
cruel medically and constitutionally illegal.

You and MRFF responded effectively and efficient to shut this inappropriate
TV programing down. Thank you for your very swift and decisive action!

I would suggest that MRFF follow-up with this particular facility to ensure
that this particular evangelical programming does not re-appear and also
MRFF taking on studying the official policy of TV programming in the US
military common areas to ensure that no inappropriate religious proselytizing
is ever taking place. I read an article in Stars and Stripes from April of
this year which addressed a similar issue of political TV programming where
it seems that the agency in question issued new rules.

If no formal policy exits on this matter the MRFF should demand one. As
you well know the media is an exceedingly powerful and pervasive influence
on our hearts and minds-especially when we are in a vulnerable state like
illness.

I cannot thank you enough for this excellent intervention and for your interest
in pursuing a global Military policy on this important matter. I am willing
and able to help.

If the new Defense Health Agency (DHA) is serious about its commitment to
high patient experience satisfaction it should be very eager to assist you on
this issue. This is an ideal time for the new DHA to step up and to do what is
right.

Very respectfully

Anonymous Military Physician
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PAST MRFF VICTORY!
FUNDAMENTALIST CHRISTIAN

RELIGIOUS PROGRAMMING SHUT DOWN
AT MILITARY FACILITY

2016 – MRFF gets "Through the Bible with Les
Feldick" off the TV screens at Joint Base Lewis

McChord's Stone Education Center

Click to Read More

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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