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Tuesday Afternoon, December 17, 2019

MRFF SCHOOLS FUNDAMENTALIST
CHRISTIAN-LINKED RABBI
ON BIBLE VERSE DOG TAGS

A plethora of inaccurate articles have come out in the last few
weeks regarding the Army's decision to heed MRFF's demand

and DoD regulations and disallow the use of its official
trademarked emblems on Bible verse dog tags produced by the

for-profit Christian jewelry company Shields of Strength.

The latest is an op-ed from Rabbi Aryeh Spero, author of a book
titled Push Back: Reclaiming our American Judeo-Christian

Spirit, which is endorsed by Jerry “Jesus is coming back with an
AR-15” Boykin, and whose organization has called Trump "A

Trailblazer for Truth and Courage, a Partner in Jewish Destiny."

EXCERPTS FROM RABBI SPERO'S OP-ED
ON CNS NEWS

Army Should Rescind Its Ban on 'Dog Tags'
With Personal Biblical Inscriptions

By: Rabbi Aryeh Spero

Tuesday, December 17, 2019

(Excerpts from CNS News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Recently, the director of the Army Trademark Licensing Program, Paul
Jensen, banned Shields of Strength LLC, from producing “Dog Tags”
embossed with biblical verses.

These tags are chosen by individual soldiers who desire the inscriptions
speaking of valor, courage, and faith in the Almighty. No soldier is forced to
inscribe a biblical verse on his personal dog tag, though over the years the
Army has allowed soldiers to do so if they wish.

[…]

Perhaps this decision was a hastily made, reflexive response to intimidating
communications from Mickey Weinstein, the head of a one-man
operation he calls The Military Religious Freedom Foundation. He labels
it a violation of “separation of church and state,” whereas the truth is that Mr.
Weinstein has been on a campaign for decades to expunge from the public
sphere any expression of sentiments or values sourced in the Bible.

Mr. Weinstein’s threat most likely caused Mr. Jensen to reverse an honorable
tradition so as to spare his department a lawsuit from Mr. Weinstein, as has
been Weinstein’s practice for decades. Mr. Weinstein has no official standing:
he is simply a private citizen who appears to have an animus against
Christian beliefs and expressions. Instead of submitting to his bullying, he
should be rebuffed.

[…]

No doubt, the Army would have been far more magnanimous if those
wishing a personal religious reinforcement on their tags were Islamic or
if special requests were made from a member of the LTBGQ community.
The top brass in our military often seem to have politically-correct eyes and
ears.

Mr. Weinstein’s threats, in our view, represent a cruelty and miserliness
toward our soldiers, veterans, and Gold Star families. Not only is it a
politicization of a wholesome tradition, but the exploitation of the Army in
service to his ongoing anti-Christian campaign.

[…]

Click to read entire op-ed on CNS News

COMMENT POSTED BY MRFF SENIOR
RESEARCH DIRECTOR CHRIS RODDA

ON RABBI SPERO'S OP-ED

Click to read comment on CNS News

A pair of MRFF Op-Eds set the record straight regarding the
Army's decision to heed MRFF's demand and DoD regulations
and disallow official Army emblems on Bible verse dog tags.

MRFF OP-ED
ON DAILY KOS AND MEDIUM

Do Bible Verses Lose Their Meaning If They
Don’t Have Government Endorsement?

By:  Chris Rodda, MRFF Senior Research Director

Monday, December 16, 2019

Each branch of the military has a trademark and
licensing office through which businesses and other
groups can obtain a license to use the official
trademarked military emblems and logos on products
they produce. There are, however, some restrictions on
the use of these official trademarked emblems and

logos, one of which is that they cannot be used on items that promote
religion.

These are the restrictions, according to Department of Defense Instruction
5535.12, “DoD Branding and Trademark Licensing Program
Implementation,” Section 2.d. of which states (emphasis added):

“In accordance with subpart 2635.702 of Title 5, Code of Federal
Regulations (Reference (i)), DoD marks may not be licensed for use in a
manner that creates a perception of DoD endorsement of any non-federal
entity or its products and services.  DoD marks may not be licensed for any
purpose intended to promote  ideological movements, sociopolitical
change,  religious beliefs  (including non-belief), specific interpretations of
morality, or legislative/statutory change. ...”

[…]

Shields of Strength is a Christian jewelry company, one of whose products
are dog tags with Bible verses on them.

In a clear violation of the above DoD trademark licensing regulation, which
prohibits the use of official trademarked military emblems on items that
promote religion, Shields of Strength’s Bible verse dog tags have these
official trademarked military emblems on them.

When the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) was made
aware of this back in July, we sent letters to the trademark and licensing
offices of each branch of the military reporting this violation. Both the
Navy (which includes the Marines) and the Army responded, telling Shields
of Strength that it could not use the official military emblems on their Bible
verse products. (The Air Force has not responded.) At that time, Shields of
Strength removed its Navy and Marines Bible verse dog tags from its
website, but the Army ones remained up for sale despite the letter Shields of
Strength received from the Army’s trademark and licensing office.

Fast forward to a few weeks ago. On December 3, First Liberty Institute, a
right-wing fundamentalist Christian legal organization, sent a letter to the
Army’s trademark and licensing office on behalf of Shields of Strength,
claiming that the Army’s disallowing of the use of its emblems on Bible
verse merchandise is unconstitutional. (For some unknown reason, First
Liberty did not send a similar letter to the Navy, but only seems concerned
with the Army.)

[…]

Bottom line: Shields of Strength is perfectly free to produce dog tags with
Bible verses of them and service members are perfectly free to wear them;
they just can’t have the official trademarked military emblems on them.
 

So, getting back to the question in the title of this post: Do Bible verses lose
their meaning if they don’t have government endorsement?

In the words of Benjamin Franklin:

“When a religion is good, I conceive it will support itself; and when it does
not support itself, and God does not take care to support it so that its
professors are obliged to call for help of the civil power, 'tis a sign, I
apprehend, of its being a bad one.”

[...]

Click to read on Daily Kos

Click to read on Medium

MRFF OP-ED
ON DAILY KOS AND MEDIUM

Novelty Tags and Fake News

By:  Dustin Chalker, MRFF Director of Non-Theist Affairs

Wednesday, December 11, 2019

If you’re here, you’ve probably read one of the many misleading quotes,
headlines, tweets, or  articles alleging that the  Military Religious
Freedom Foundation  opposes our service members’ right to wear
novelty tags with Bible verses printed on them.  Whether stemming from
an innocent misunderstanding, or from the pathetic persecution complex
commonly found infecting the psyche of fervent zealots.  This claim is
absolutely false. Nobody is opposing our service members’ Constitutional
right to wear religious paraphernalia. If they are, they’re going to have to
fight us.

[…]

The actual issue in dispute is the unauthorized misuse of DOD and military
branch logos on one particular line of these products by the for-profit,
Christian-based company "Shields of Strength".  Official, trademarked
government seals and emblems are protected under law from
unauthorized uses.  "Shields of Strength" cannot use any trademarked logo
on its products without the permission of the trademark owner (ie. in THIS
case the military branches of the Dept. of Defense). No matter what your
position may be in the secularism vs theocracy debate, the fact remains that
the owner of the trademark (again the U.S. Dept. of Defense) has  lawfully
forbidden the use of these seals or emblems to  promote any particular
political or religious position.  Not only does such unauthorized use give
"Shields of Strength" an unfair advantage over competitors’ products, but it
falsely implies Federal endorsement of their message. It is equally
unauthorized for any company to produce government trademark-bearing
novelty  tags reading Hail Satan, MAGA, God is Pretend, or Ron Paul
2020.

"Shields of Strength" can legally produce Bible verse novelty tags, but like
every other company in America they are unauthorized to mix Federal
trademarks with religious messages.

[…]

Click to Read on Daily Kos

Click to Read on Medium

CLICK TO READ MORE BACKGROUND ON MRFF's
DEMAND THAT MILITARY CEASE ALLOWING

OFFICIAL EMBLEMS ON BIBLE VERSE DOG TAGS

“Your Complaint of Santa Claus Sign”

To Whom it concerns

I don’t Care what your group says about saying “God Bless America”. Keep
it to yourself. There is nothing wrong with it. I have had enough of the
politically correct crap from the service. Leave it alone, End of story. Get it. I
hope so

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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