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Friday Afternoon, December 6, 2019

PENCE AGAIN POMPOUSLY BRINGS UP
MRFF CLIENTS' LAWSUIT

IN SPEECH
For the second time, Vice President Mike Pence mentions MRFF
clients' lawsuit against the Manchester, NH VA Medical Center to
remove the Bible from a POW/MIA table display, this time saying:

"We got new rules. You got a new President. The Bible stays."

EXCERPT FROM PENCE'S SPEECH

Remarks by Vice President Pence to a
Meeting of Faith Leaders | Kalamazoo, MI

Wednesday, December 4, 2019

(Except from Pence's speech/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

In fact, the VA, you may have heard — the VA in New Hampshire not long
ago was caught up in another case. I mean, it’s amazing to think the policies
enacted in the last administration had resulted in Bibles being removed from
VA hospital rooms and displays in lobbies. It’s a true story.

In fact, in many VA facilities, they weren’t allowing people to sing Christmas
carols in the hallways. And again, at President Trump’s direction, our
Secretary of the VA took action. We implemented new policies and new
plans, and we sent a very simple message to a hospital in New Hampshire
that they were trying to remove the Bible from a Missing Man Table in the
lobby. And our message said, “We got new rules. You got a new
President. The Bible stays.” 

Click to Read Entire Speech

Click to Watch Video of Pence's Previous Speech and for
Background and Media Coverage of Pence's Previous

Speech and Tweet About MRFF Clients' Lawsuit

Bible bolted down in large plexiglass case on POW/MIA table
at the Manchester, NH VA Medical Center

FOX NEWS
COVERS MRFF

Group condemns 'soldier Santa' holding
'God bless America' sign at Army base

By:  Caleb Parke

Friday, December 6, 2019

(Excerpts from The Fox News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A blow-up Santa Claus on an Army base is deflating holiday cheer for
promoting Christianity, an activist group complains.

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) founder and
president, Mikey Weinstein, condemns the display in the commissary at Fort
Belvoir in Fairfax County, Va.

"I can't make this sh-t up," Weinstein told Crooks and Liars this week,
pointing out the Santa is wearing a military uniform that says
"Christmas Force," is next to a sign that says "God bless America," and
one thing he says you can't see in the photo.

[…]

MRFF claims an Army officer, who served in Afghanistan, sent them an
email complaining about the display.

“This image of Santa in a military uniform with the words ‘God Bless
America’ imply that the military is a Christian religious organization,
which is false and degrading to all soldiers,” the officer wrote. “Although I
was raised a Christian, was baptized, and underwent confirmation at a
Methodist church, I was disgusted to see this nonsecular image at the
commissary.”

Click to Read Article

Click to Read Crooks and Liars Article substantiating MRFF's position

Media Coverage of Army's Decision to Disallow the Use of
Official Army Emblems on Bible Verse Dog Tags Continues

THE FREETHINKER
COVERS MRFF

War of words erupts over religious
dog tags in US the military

By:   Barry Duke

Friday, December 6, 2019

(Excerpts from The Freethinker/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Mikey Weinstein, founder and President of the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation (MRFF), inset, has lashed out at Fox News for claiming his organisation
ignored the news outlet’s request for a comment about a ban on religious dog tags
imposed earlier this year after a complaint by the MRFF.

In a December 4 report, Fox News published a piece pointing out that Weinstein had
demanded that military branches stop allowing a faith-based enterprise – Shields of
Strength – to distribute the tags among military personnel. These tags, he said:

Poisons the constitutionally-mandated separation of Church and State …

Fox reporter Caleb Parke wrote that the tags were then banned, and ended the report by
saying:

The MRFF did not respond to Fox News’ request for comment.

This, claims Weinstein is a flat-out lie, and on the MRFF website he published the
statement he wrote in response to the request, saying it was sent well in time for the
deadline but was “purposely withheld.”

The statement says:

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) completely stands by its formal July 8,
2019 demands to the Dept. of Defense (DoD) that that the ‘Shields of Strength’ (SoS)
Christian proselytizing organization immediately cease and desist from illicitly using its
DoD merchandise license to intentionally spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Such craven, utilization of American military logos and related symbology by this sectarian
Christian group (SoS) not only viciously violates well established DoD regulatory law but
also poisons the Constitutionally-mandated separation of Church and State as directed by
the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights and its legion of supporting Federal case law.

[…]

Click to Read Article

Click to Read Fox News Article referred to by The Freethinker

THE WASHINGTON EXAMINER
COVERS MRFF

Liberals get Army to stop faith-based business
from putting Bible verses on dog tags

By:   Nicole Russell

Thursday, December 5, 2019

(Excerpts from The Washington Examiner/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

In the latest example of social justice warriors gone berserk, people are
offended that some dog tags have Bible verses on them. The Army has
banned a private company, Shields of Strength, from making dog tags with
biblical references thanks to bad press and a complaint from the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation.

The First Liberty Institute sent a letter to the United States Army Trademark
Licensing office urging it to allow Shields of Strength to continue creating
faith-based items.

“It’s a cruel insult to our service members to deny them a source of
inspiration, hope, and encouragement simply because it contains a religious
message,” said Mike Berry, chief of staff for First Liberty Institute, in a
statement. “The [ Military Religious Freedom Foundation ] is twisting the
law in an attempt to deny Shields of Strength to military personnel. Army
officials should just ignore the message of those who make their living by
being offended.”

In their letter, First Liberty argued, “Once the government has created a
limited public forum via a trademark licensing regime, it cannot
‘discriminate against speech on the basis of its viewpoint.’ The Army is
therefore prohibited from discriminating against [Shields] because of its
inclusion of biblical references on its products, in its advertisements, or on its
website.”

[…]

Click to Read Article

WTVD-TV
COVERS MRFF

(WTVD-TV is a North Carolina ABC affiliate)

Army asks faith-based company to remove
biblical references from replica dog tags

By:   Morgan Norwood

(Excerpts from WTVD-TV/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The Army is threatening to pull its logo from replica dog tags made by a
third-party company unless it removes biblical references from the tags.

It stems from a trademark issue with the Army. The tags are made by a
private faith-based company, Shields of Strength, sold on military
installations across the country.

[…]

The Army trademark agency is threatening to pull the plug on Shields of
Strength. In an email obtained by ABC11 entitled "negative press," the
Army's trademark office demanded that Shields of Strength remove all
biblical references from products featuring the licensed Army logo.

The Army's complaint was influenced by another from the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation, an organization that says it is "dedicated to
ensuring that all members of the United States Armed Forces fully receive
the Constitutional guarantee of religious freedom."

[…]

Click to Read Article and Watch Video

NEWSMAX
COVERS MRFF

(Note: Rabbi Aryeh Spero, head of the Jewish group in this
article, is the author of a book titled Push Back: Reclaiming our

American Judeo-Christian Spirit, which is endorsed by Jerry
“Jesus is coming back with an AR-15” Boykin, and his group,
Conference of Jewish Affairs, has called Trump "A Trailblazer

for Truth and Courage, a Partner in Jewish Destiny.")

Jewish Group Urges Army to
End Ban on Biblical 'Dog Tags'

By:   Todd Beamon

Thursday, December 5, 2019

(Excerpts from Newsmax/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The Conference of Jewish Affairs on Thursday asked the Army to reconsider
a ban on replica dog tags displaying the agency's emblem and Bible
references because it bars a "personal touchstone for our warriors seeking a
sense of higher mission and divine protection."

"No soldier is forced to inscribe a biblical verse on his personal dog tag,
though the Army has over the years allowed soldiers to do so if they wish,"
Rabbi Aryeh Spero, the conference's president, said in a letter to Paul Jensen,
director of the Army Trademark Licensing Program.

[…]

In August, Jensen banned a faith-based company, Shields of Strength LLC,
from selling the medallions with the scriptures after Mikey Weinstein,
founder of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) ,
complained that such "proselytizing merchandise" violated Pentagon policy.

[…]

Click to Read Article

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON MRFF's
DEMAND THAT MILITARY CEASE ALLOWING

OFFICIAL EMBLEMS ON BIBLE VERSE DOG TAGS

“would love to be at your bedside when you are leaving
this earth,& watch your life slowly drain away…..”

THEN LAUGH HARD,WHILE I PISS ALL OVER YOUR USELESS
CARCASS. MINDLESS FUCK

(name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

“MRFF Condemns “Soldier Santa” and Military Base
Calendar Getting Hanukkah Date Wrong”

Mr. Weinstein, you are very cruel to have complained about the BIBLE
VERSES on the dog tags.

You claim to want Religious Freedom for soldiers who fought in battle and
yet you hurt the vary one's that you claim to help.

Soldiers and their families are suffering and dying and you want to take their
hope away from them? You don't care about the soldiers, you are too blinded
by hate to care. You should be ashamed of yourself.

Also you should remove the name Military Religious Freedom Foundation
from your website and put I Could Care Less About The Suffering Soldiers
And Their Families.

To see response from
MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Wienstien is a traitor”

Mikey Wienstien and the whole MFRR should have Santa stuff razor blade
dog tags up their A-holes.

Maybe if any of you had ever served you would know that Jesus and our
military have always been bonded in war and peace.

Maybe if you weren’t all liberal jewish crybabies you would not have
succeeded in scaring our Army so bad to do your bidding.
 
President Trump will fix this as just soon as he hears about it any day now.
Just watch him make it right. 

You MFRR jews will see!

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Religious Freedom”

Mikey “Godless” Weinstein,

As a Gold Star mother I am disgusted to think that you would actually
complain about and that the Department of Defense would then even
consider not allowing Bible verses on our military’s dog tags.

My son gave his life for his country. He believed in freedom…including
religious freedom.

How dare you demand anything you worthless piece of shit.

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein:

Click to read in Inbox

“They’re coming for you”

You’re a scum bag and a terrorist Mikey

They’re coming for you

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein and MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“Shields of Strength”

You piece of shit! Really? Twenty-seven years and three different shields I
wore and now you’re taking it away for thousands of troops! Your
organization is a disgrace! Just because you think you can shove your
ideology on others! Dude you need a freaking life!

I hope I never meet you in person – wouldn’t be a very pleasant experience!

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Member
Mike Farrell and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Exercising my First Amendment rights”

The First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America
states “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” The Founding Fathers did not want
the government to state which religion is recognized and which religion is
not allowed by the government. It also clearly states that the government may
not prohibit the free exercise thereof. A military member wanting to put a
religious verse, whether it be Christian, Jewish, Islamic, Buddhist, or any
other religion, on their dog tags is up to the service member. Your dog tags
are not something that are easily read by someone else, even when worn
outside of a t-shirt when doing PT. I am a Honorably Discharged US Navy
veteran of the Cold War period. I personally find your position against
service members having a comforting verse engraved or stamped on their
personal dog tags to be an egregious affront to them. I don’t feel that you
should wear your uniform at political rallies unless you are there as a
command ordered function. But your dog tags are the personal statement of
who you are, Name, Service, ID number, Blood type, and Religious
preference.

I may disagree with what you say, but I will still defend to the death you’re
right to say it.

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Sad”

Sadly I’m praying for a change of heart

You want separation but why

What has any God done to you that you want to hurt others beliefs?

Can only hope and pray that when you need Jesus Christ
He will forgive your sin and aid you in your troubles

As an FYI this is the only letter I’ve written about God as I did not believe
until I was brought to my knees

Cease and desist in hurting others regardless of your personal issues with
God

You are one hurt person I can see

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Member
Mike Farrell and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“You guys are awful”

You guys are awful.

God Bless America, Merry Christmas

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“Group Condemns “soldier Santa’ holding
Gold Bless America ‘ sign at Army Base”

Dear Mickey

You are the reason this country is in a bad state of affairs’, A blow up Santa
in Uniform? Really? Get a life and help the military get the benefits they
deserve from this government for health and wellfare. They need support for
all the work they do for this country. Better pay, better benefits, better health
care. Who cares about a BLOW UP SANTA as a display? GOD BLESS
AMERICA AND THE MILITARY THAT PROTECT US.

(name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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