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Monday Afternoon, December 9, 2019

SEN. TED CRUZ AND GOP CONGRESSMAN
OBJECT TO ARMY HEEDING MRFF’S

DEMAND TO DISALLOW OFFICIAL ARMY
EMBLEMS ON BIBLE VERSE DOG TAGS
Rep. Ralph Abraham (R-LA) sent letter to Secretary of
Defense Mark Esper regarding the Army's decision to

prohibit Christian jewelry company from using official Army
emblems on its Bible verse dog tags (according to military

trademark regulations), and Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) posted on
Facebook that the Army should reverse its decision.

FOX NEWS
COVERS MRFF

GOP rep wants answers from DoD after Army bans
company from printing Bible verses on dog tags

By:  Caleb Parke

Saturday, December 7, 2019

(Excerpts from The Fox News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A Louisiana congressman sent a letter to Secretary of Defense Mark Esper
this week seeking answers about the Army banning "Shields of Strength"
from putting Bible verses on military dog tags.

Rep. Ralph Abraham, R-La., is asking for clarification after military branches
threatened to terminate the faith-based company's trademark licenses.

[…]

Kenny Vaughan, who has produced millions of "Shields of Strength" over the
past 20 years, received a letter from the Army telling him to "remove ALL
biblical references from all of your Army products" with the subject line
"Negative press," referencing a complaint from the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation (MRFF). Fox News obtained a copy of the letter.

[…]

"Your directive that DoD [sic] remove all Biblical references from its Army-
licensed products is unconstitutional and violates [the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, RFRA]," Mike Berry, chief of staff and director of military
affairs for First Liberty, wrote in the letter to Jensen.

Berry, a Marine Corps combat veteran who served in Afghanistan, blasted
MRFF Mikey Weinstein for the move.

"Just when I didn't think Mikey Weinstein could stoop any lower, he pulled a
stunt like that," he told Fox News. "He'd rather take it away from them just to
raise his own publicity than support our service members ... that's pretty
cowardly and that's cruel."

Click to Read Article

SENATOR TED CRUZ'S
FACEBOOK POST

Click to go to Sen. Cruz's Facebook page

THE HILL
COVERS MRFF

Army warns private company to stop putting
Bible verses on replica dog tags

By:   Owen Daugherty

Friday, December 6, 2019

(Excerpts from The Hill/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The Army is warning a third-party company to stop putting Bible verses on
replica dog tags or risk losing having the Army logo on its products.

The tags are made by Shields of Strength, a private faith-based company, and
sold on military installations across the country, according to ABC 13.

[…]

The Army’s trademark agency has taken issue with the inclusion of the verse,
calling on the company to remove all biblical references from products
featuring the licensed Army logo, according to the local news outlet.

The Army’s complaint to the company was reportedly at the urging of
Military Religious Freedom Foundation, an organization that describes
itself as "dedicated to ensuring that all members of the United States Armed
Forces fully receive the Constitutional guarantee of religious freedom."

[…]

Click to Read Article

THE WASHINGTON FREE BEACON
COVERS MRFF

First Amendment Group Appeals
Military Ban on Religious Dog Tags

By:   Yuichiro Kakutani

Sunday, December 8, 2019

(Excerpts from The Washington Free Beacon/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Religious freedom advocates are appealing the U.S. military's decision to
prohibit the sale of religiously themed dog tags, a move the military made
after receiving complaints from a secularist group.

[…]

The controversy started when the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation, a secularist group, requested the military to prohibit Shields
of Strength from selling the religiously themed products that featured
military logos. The group wrote that the dog tags imply an "undeniable and
incontrovertible endorsement of the Christian religion" in violation of
Defense Department regulations and the First Amendment.

"This is a licensing matter. You can't take the logo of the U.S. military …
to benefit yourself," MRFF president Michael Weinstein said. "Imagine
if … Liberty University wanted to buy the Army logo and put it all over
their stationaries. You can't do that! Our constitutions don't allow it."

[…]

Click to Read Article

WORLDNETDAILY
COVERS MRFF

U.S. Army warned of 'hostility' to
Christian firm making replica dog tags

By:   WND Staff

Saturday, December 7, 2019

(Excerpts from WorldNetDaily/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

U.S. Army officials have been warned that their "hostility" to a Christian
company making replica dog tags is unconstitutional.

The Army's Trademark Licensing Program, and its director, Paul Jensen,
have received a letter from First Liberty Institute on behalf of the private
company that makes replica dog tags, jewelry and more.

[…]

First Liberty explained the problem flared up when Army officials,
pressured by the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, barred the
company from using the insignia under license without removing the Bible
verses.

[…]

Then came the Army letter, after years of licensed logo use without incident,
stating: "You are not authorized to put biblical verses on your Army products.
For example Joshua 1:9. Please remove ALL biblical references from all of
your Army products."

The Army letter cited an online letter from the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation that threatened the Army if it didn't censor the biblical
references.

[…]

Click to Read Article

MILITARY.COM
PICKS UP FOX NEWS ARTICLE

COVERING MRFF

Group Condemns 'Soldier Santa' Holding
'God bless America' Sign at Army Base

Click to Read Article

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON MRFF's
DEMAND THAT MILITARY CEASE ALLOWING

OFFICIAL EMBLEMS ON BIBLE VERSE DOG TAGS

"Thank you! "

The more I read some of the hateful comments to your stories, the more I am
determined to support you and your efforts. People just cannot see beyond
their own religious beliefs and understand that our government is not
supposed to sponsor any one specific religion. They are required only to
accommodate the belief and practice of all religions to the people, and this
applies to the military also. Every time I see a deeply christian act taken by
government or military leaders, I wonder if they would do the same for my
minority religion. History has shown that they normally do not. Your work is
important and I really appreciate it.

(Name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

Anti-semitic image texted to Mikey Weinstein 12/8/19

Click to see in Inbox

Anti-semitic image texted to Mikey Weinstein 12/9/19

Click to see in Inbox

“In am so sorry”

Mikey,
 
I am sorry your law degree failed you. I am so sorry that someone lied to
you, and brainwashed you. I am so sorry no one has ever taken the time to
explain to you what the U.S. Constitution says. So here, maybe this will
help you destress a bit.
 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof;
 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion –  this
refers to the English law our founding fathers had to deal with in England
with the Anglican Church. As you are most likely a devout Jewish leader in
your synagogue, I doubt you have much interest in Christian history.
However, the English monarchy forced their idea of Christian Religion on
everyone in England. The founding fathers, being men of Christian faith,
believed everyone had a right to worship God as they felt lead.
 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof –  This is what you are trying to do.
You are trying to force your disdain for Christian religion onto everyone in
the military, and those that support the military. As a U.S. Marine, I dealt
with Atheists, other denominations of Christians, Devout Jew’s as well as
Messianic Jew’s. We all got along, and none of us needed you, or anyone like
you, telling us we could not invoke God’s name or Jesus name. We prayed
when we wanted “Just as the Constitution says we can”, and no one had a
problem with it.
 
You really should try to get over your issues of hate, and learn to live a life of
love & peace.
 
Shalom! May the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob bless you and your
family!

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF
Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“Manipulation of religious freedom”

Sir, shame on you for complaining that a bible verse on a soldier’s dog tag I
unconstitutional! It is the soldier’s choice and the founding fathers would
look upon you with shame, you and mrff are doing nothing more than
infringing upon the beliefs of others solely because of the hatred of God
within your own heart, mind your business sir, the men and women who
serve this wonderful country have the right to express their faith and it is not
yours or anyone elses business to tell them they cannot.

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF
Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“Racist”

As a Jew and military veteran I am appalled by your bigotry . In America we
protect the rights and beliefs of all people for better or worse and to tell
someone they can’t express their beliefs on a sacred item they take into battle
goes against everything f I was taught
How dare you
You sir are a moron

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF
Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“Why would you care”

Dear Mike,
Not sure why you would care why soldiers receive dog tags with religious
verses in them. It saddens me that you would infringe on the right of young
men an women to be encouraged by a Bible verse. Extremely discouraging
what you are doing and how you are going about it. I’m sure you think you
are serving a greater purpose for all. However as someone who finds comfort
In the word of my God I think your wrong. I’m sure you don’t care. And
frankly it doesn’t matter what you think . We will all have to answer for the
things we have done in this life. What they are doing should not offend you
in the least. If they want a Bible verse that reminds them to be strong and
courageous then let them wear it. Not seeing how that’s offensive. Please
stop what you think is serving your agenda and consider someone other then
your own personal thoughts.
Good day

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Member
Mike Farrell and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“What your you foundation is trying to do is totally wrong”

What your you foundation is trying to do is totally wrong in every way ..
Second your foundation is in the news twice just today violating the rights of
American soldiers ..I am a soldier.. A veteran … Really tired of seeing things
like your doing .. It’s wrong period… Keep it up..I will start fighting you
along with support of millions of vets and soldiers serving now…

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Bible Verses on Name Tags”

Dear Sir,
As a daughter of a Navy Vjueteran, wife of a Navy Seal, mother of a Marine
and retired police officer, I can assure you that in all of our darkest, scariest,
most desperate times while serving our country and community, we received
solace, courage and hope from the physical manifestations of our faith.
Our Bibles can be taken most places but not in the middle of real battle.
 Why would you want to hurt us so spitefully. These are absolute voluntary
actions that are not broadcast into people’s faces but worn discreetly near our
hearts.
Please reconsider this decision to dedicate your efforts to separating warriors
from their faith. I pray God opens your heart and your eyes to what is really
going on here.

Sincerely
(name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

“Your organization is terrible”

Your organization is terrible! Stay away from my beloved military if you
don’t like what’s going on at Christmas and other Christian or other religious
holidays! You’re as bad as those terrorist organizations that are at war with
America! Have you no respect for others? 

(name withheld)
US Army Infantry SSG (Ret)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Member
Mike Farrell and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Drop dead"

Do you people not have anything else better to do. A blow up Santa Claus
and the military outfit . What the hell is wrong with you people go get a life

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“A Santa with military uniform”

Talk about thin skin, really. I’m sure there is some things that are worth your
time. But leave the little things alone. You only look petty and foolish. Try to
remember our country was founded with Christianity. And people need
something positive to believe in. Who are you to say there is no God. My
parents and family have believed that I have an angel looking out for me. If I
told you all the things I’ve been involved in, it would blow your mind. Never
a scratch.
Please think before you act. And remember the kids. It makes them happy to
see that Santa.

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein:

Click to read in Inbox

“TIME IS RUNNING OUT:”

You are the one blinded by hate. You would love to erase GOD out of the
public but this will Never happen.
GOD IS IN CHARGE

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein:

Click to read in Inbox

“just a personal thought”

My husband has had a long correspondence with you. However, today was
the first time I had read any of your comments… having to do with a Santa
Claus and G-d Bless America.
 
I must admit you made me do something I thought I had left behind 4
decades ago… I rolled my eyes.
 
I was born Christian… became athiest as a teenager… and, eventually
converted to Judaism. In the decades since then I had to keep explaining to
my mother and extended family how someone who loved Xmas as much as I
could turn away from Jesus and Christianity. By the time I had a child I
thought it through front to back and inside out. And the answer is …. pay
attention…. Christmas and Santa Claus has moved far beyond a Christian
holy day.
 
Santa and Xmas are truly well established holidays celebrating Americana.
Celebrating the Americana aspects is NOT forcing religion, it is partaking of
a portion of what glues us all together. Shared celebrations are a social glue,
so long as they do not force compliance. Xmas does not force Christian
worship. Thanksgiving does not force thanks to G-d. Halloween does not
force one to deal with evil spirits. Everyone in this country has the right to
participate or not.
 
When you get so paranoid or so thin-skinned that others cannot celebrate
holidays that appeal to you, or cannot cook and eat foods of other cultures
without hysteria breaking out about appropriation…. when you encourage
this histrionic response every time someone sees a hiccup they don’t like….
you have become more disruptive to our country and civility than Donald
Trump will ever be.
 
You, young man, have passed that point. As my blessing on you this season,
whether you want it or not, I wish and pray for you to take the time to clearly
evaluate what you are really doing.
 
Hashem bless and keep you in this season.
 
(name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

“Santa”

You communist scumbags can go fuck yourself. Americans will persue any
religion they like. Yours truly, Retired air force american

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein:

Click to read in Inbox

“Christmas Santa”

 I am a 27 year US Army Veteran that served from 1971 to 2013 with 1 break
of service. I see that your organization promotes itself as standing for “Civil
Rights.” When you attack my faith and deny its presence due to the motto,
“God Bless America”, you are violating my rights of religion and free
speech. I do not protest when you post atheist remarks which attack my
beliefs.  
What happened to common sense? Does only free speech apply to those of
your ilk and kind? The 1st Amendment stands for than a self-promoted
Attorney. Your organization’s mission statement says that the Military is to
be separate of Religion. I do agree that the United States Government should
not recognize a single religion as stated in our Constitution, however, the
framers of our Constitution did not omit the word, God, from
it.                       

Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the government for a redress of grievances.
When I served on my second Iraq tour as an Enlisted Platoon Leader, we
gave a pre-mission brief that closed with the Battalion’s Chaplain providing a
prayer. Those who did not express a belief were not forced to participate. 
  So when you deny and prevent those who have a belief in God from
celebrating the Christmas Season, why couldn’t it be allowed as such things
that are offensive to us? There are two sides to a coin, not just the one you
chose to represent.
V/R

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President Mikey
Weinstein and MRFF Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“Article Related Request”

Quit being such an asshole

(name withheld), USMC

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Member
Mike Farrell and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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