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Monday Evening, July 22, 2019

CLAIM THAT BIBLE AT MANCHESTER
VA MEDICAL CENTER WAS CARRIED 

BY WWII POW WHILE A PRISONER
PROVEN FALSE! 

Bible at the center of federal lawsuit filed by MRFF client
was given to former POW Herman “Herk” Streitburger

by his mother after his safe return home

Bible was NOT carried by Streitburger while he was a POW
and is NOT an historical artifact of the war

This photo of a Catholic Bible bolted down under plexiglass in a prominent
POW/MIA table display in the entrance of the Manchester VA medical facility is

one example of what would be allowable under the VA's new policies.

MEDIUM BLOG
EXPOSES BIBLE CLAIM AS FALSE

Story Validating V.A. Bible in the Box
Placement is False

By: Jon Hopwood

Monday, July 22, 2019

(Excerpts from Medium/Emphasis added by MRFF)

The story used to justify the placement of a Bible on a Prisoner of
War/Missing Man Table at the Manchester Veterans Medical Center turns
out to be false. The Bible placement resulted in a lawsuit filed by the
Military Religious Freedom Foundation, which triggered a a change in
Department of Veterans Affairs policy allowing open displays of religious
artifacts.

[...]

In an interview with journalist Carol Robidoux, Bob Jones of the POW/MIA
Network claimed that the Bible had been with World War II veteran
when he was in a German POW camp.

[...]

The claims that the V.A. Bible in the Box is “historic” have now been
proven to be false.

A New Hampshire Union Leader article on 100-year-old veteran Herman
“Herk” Streitburger Sunday contained only one reference to the object that
has roiled the V.A. for months. Streitburger said in the interview that it is a
family Bible. At no time in the article does he claim that he had it with him
while he was a prisoner of war.

“Never said he had it with him,” Wickham said. “His mother gave it to
him after he got home safe.”

[...]

Click to Read Article

MEDIUM BLOG
RAISES SUSPICIONS ABOUT BIBLE CLAIM

100-Year-Old WWII Vet Interview Contains No
Mention of Bible at Center of VA Controversy

By: Jon Hopwood

Sunday, July 21, 2019

(Excerpts from Medium/Emphasis added by MRFF)

An interview with a 100-year old World War Two veteran whose personal
Bible adorns a Prisoner of War/Missing in Action “Missing Man” table at the
Manchester Veterans Administration Medical Center does not contain any
claim that he carried the Bible with him throughout the ordeal of his
being shot down over Hungary, imprisoned in a German POW camp,
and escaping captivity.

The Department of Affairs, Manchester VAMC staff and the veterans group
that sponsors the Missing Man table all have claimed that Herman “Herk”
Streitburger Herk carried the Bible on display in the main foyer of the
Manchester VAMC with him for months in which he was shot down,
captured, then escaped the camp. All prior accounts claim that the Bible
inspired other POW camp inmates regardless of their religion or lack thereof,
and thus was not a religious artifact, despite the fact that a Bible in reality is a
religious artifact. However, nowhere in the 1,900 word article published in
the New Hampshire Union Leader does Streitburger claim that the Bible that
touched off the lawsuit that triggered a change in Veterans Administration
policy was with him anytime during the mission and subsequent events.

[...]

Click to Read Article

NEW HAMPSHIRE UNION LEADER

Bedford ex-POW at center of VA Bible flap tells his
story of capture, survival and escape

By: Shawne K. Wickham

Saturday, July 20, 2019

(Excerpts from New Hampshire Union Leader/Emphasis added by MRFF)

Streitburger still attends a POW group that meets monthly at the Manchester
VA Medical Center. “There’s only a few of us left,” he said. And when the
Northeast POW-MIA Network asked to put up a missing man table in
the lobby of the medical center, Streitburger contributed his family Bible
for the display.

But some veterans complained that displaying the Bible violates the First
Amendment, and they filed a federal lawsuit, supported by a group called
the Military Religious Freedom Foundation. The VA first removed the
Bible, then returned it to the display when other veterans complained.

Click to Read Article

MEDIUM BLOG

Was Trump’s Veterans Secretary Involved in
V.A. Bible in a Box Scandal?

By: Jon Hopwood

Monday, July 22, 2019

(Excerpts from Medium/Emphasis added by MRFF)

The revelation that the story justifying the V.A. “Bible in a Box” was false
has raised the question on whether right-wing religious liberty activists
faithful to Donald Trump were creating a political football that the President
could kick for a goal in the New Hampshire Primary. The story that a 100-
year-old World War II had carried the Bible with him in a German prisoner of
war camp an during a subsequent escape was used to justify the placement of
the religious object on a Prisoner of War/Missing Persons table at the
Manchester Veterans Affairs Medical Center after it had originally been
removed.

[...]

Occupying such a precarious position, a reasonable person could assume that
Robert Wilkie, a frequent visitor to the Manchester VAMC, might himself
have become involved in putting the Bible into the Box and keeping it on the
POW/Missing Persons table. That would explain the vociferousness of the
Department of Veterans Affairs’ response after the Bible in the Box
triggered a lawsuit. The Manchester VAMC staff had removed the Bible
from the Missing Man table after complaints were made its placement
violated the constitutional prohibition on promoting religion in federal
facilities.

Mikey Weinstein, the head of the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation, had asked for the removal of the Bible, after receiving
complaints from 13 members. The Manchester VAMC staff did remove
it, but it was then returned and locked in a Plexiglass box. The MRFF
then filed a lawsuit on behalf of a 14th veteran, and Wilkie’s Department
of Veterans Affairs took a militant position that startled Weinstein with
its vehemence.

[...]

Click to Read Article

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON
MANCHESTER VA BIBLE ISSUE, PROTEST

FLYOVER, AND FILING OF FEDERAL LAWSUIT

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON PAST MRFF
VICTORIES: BIBLE REMOVALS FROM POW/MIA

TABLES AT VA FACILITIES/MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS
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