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MRFF Demands That Military Cease Allowing its Official
Emblems on Bible Verse Dog Tags

Department of Defense
INSTRUCTION

NUMBER 5535.12
September 13, 2013

ATSD(PA)
SUBJECT: DoD Branding and Trademark Licensing Program Implementation
References:  See Enclosare |
1. PURPOSE. This instroction implements the Do) Branding and Trademark Licensing

Program pursaant 1o DoD Directive (DoDD) $535.09 (Reference (a)), section 2260 of Title 10,
United States Code (U.S.C.) (Reference (b)), and sections 1051 through 1127 of Title 15, USC

It came to the attention of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation
(MREFF) last week that the U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) had officially
licensed a Christian jewelry company to use the official trademarked
USMC emblem on their products. Among its products, the company, Shields
of Strength LLC, is currently producing dog tags with a Bible verse on
one side and the official USMC emblem on the other . They also sell
similar Bible verse dog tags for the other military branches, using the official
trademarked Air Force and Navy emblems and the official trademarked
Army logo, although its unknown whether or not they have been granted a
license to do so.

The problem? The use of official Armed Forces emblems and logos on
blatantly religious items like these dog tags is not only an
unconstitutional government endorsement of religion , but also violates
the Department of Defense’s regulation on what items can and cannot be
licensed to contain the official DoD emblems and logos.

[.]

The U.S. military should absolutely not be officially endorsing through the
use of its emblems and logos the products of a company whose stated
mission for selling these products is: “To share the love, hope, forgiveness,
and power of God’s Word with others and to see people victorious in
life’s battles and in a relationship with Jesus Christ.”

Therefore, MRFF is demanding that the military cease to allow the use of
its emblems and logos by Shields of Strength, sending the following letter
to the USMC’s trademark office and similar letters to the trademark offices
of the other three military branches.

[.]

Click to read on Daily Kos

MRFF's DEMAND LETTERS TO THE
MILITARY BRANCH TRADEMARK OFFICES

Demand Letter to the Marines:

U

MILITARY RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Monday, July £, 2019

U.S. Manine Corps Trademsark & Liccnsmg Program
Headquaners Unised Saaics Manne Ceeps

Public Affaies, Room 48548

3000 Manns Corps Pestagon

Washingion, DC 20350

RE: USMC Violations of the Unstcd States Constitstion and DoD Regulatory Directives
CEASE and DESIST IMMEDIATELY
To Whom It May Concern

The Unmed States Marine Corps is currestly in direct violation of, infer afi, the No Establishment Clause of the Unated
States Comstitution, its construang Foderal casclaw and applicable DoD and USMC regulatory discctives.

It bas come 10 the atention of the Military Religious Freodom Foundation (MRFF) that an ecganizasion called “Shickds of
Stremgth LLC™ & a US. Marine Corps (USMC)-officially approved liccnsos for usang the official wademarked USMC
cemblem on its Cheistian relighous dog tags.

These Chrstian prosclytizing dog tags are blatantly religious and wholly sectanan in reproscating solely the Chrstian
faith. Indecd, they cach contain a Bible verse along with the official USMC emblem, The Shiclds of Strength’s tag-hinc is
“Jewelry to Expeess Your Faith,” and its website specifically calls the products “Christian jowelry.”

Further, the stated singular mission of Shiclds of Strength is: “To share the dove, hope, forgivencss, aad power of God's
Word with others and 10 soe people victorious in life's battles and in a relasonship with Jesus Christ.”

This orgamization cusrently sells dog tags and other ilems clearly containing the official USMC emblem and a Cheistian
Bible verse

The use of DD cmblems and logos om the Shiclds of Strength’s blasantly Christian religious prodects clearly implics an
undeniable and mcontrovertible endorsement of the Chnistiaa religion, in direct violatson of the No Establishment Clause
of the US, Constivetion, well cstablished casclaw as well as DoD) Iastrection $535,12, “DoD Beasding and Trademark
Licensing Program Implementation.” Sccticn 2.d. of which states

“Im accordance with ssbpart 2635702 of Tile S, Code of Federal Regulations (Refercace (1)), DoD marks
may not be Neomsed for use in o masecr that creancs 3 perception of Dol cedoescment of any non-federal
cntity of its prodacts and services, Do) marks may not be licensed for any parpose imendod 1o peomole
sdcological movements, seciopolitical chasge, religious beliefs (including non-delicl), specific
icepreiations of moeality, of legislative stanstory change. "
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Demand Letter to the Air Force:

U

MILITARY RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Menday, July £, 2019

Air Foree Poblic Affaies Agency

ATTN: Air Foree Branding and Trademark Liconsing
§55 E Strect East

Switc 3, Room 113

JBSA - Randolph, TX 73150

2261 Hughes Ave, Sec. 157

Lackland AFB, TX 78236

RE: US. Air Foree Must Stop Micgal Use of A Foece Emblem on Chrstian Proselytizing Dog Tags
CEASE and DESIST IMMEDIATELY
To Whom It May Concorn

The United Seates Air Foece (USAF) is cither wnknowinghy in direct violation of, inrer alia, the No Establishment Clause
of the Unised Staies Constitution, it's comsaruing Foderal casclaw and applicable DoD and USAF regulatory directives or,
in the alermative, s allowing sach violations 10 occur by not stoppang them

It has come 10 the aticatxon of the Malitary Rehigiows Froodom Fosadation (MRFF) that an crganasatecn called "Shaclds of
Strength LLCT is using the official trademarked USAF emblems ca s religious dog tags, Whether o not “Shaclds of
Strength®™ Bas been berctofore officially licensed 10 wie the emblcen by the USAF is not known, Nevenheless, and
irrcspoctive of whether the USAF bas alrcady authorized this wsage of its cmblems by this “Shickds of Strengih™
crganization, it is still the USAF's respoasibility 50 sow put an <nd 10 this sordsd and illicit matser expeditiously.

These Christian proselytizing dog tags are blatanly religious and wholly sectarian in represcoating solcly the Christian
fanh. lndocd, they cach contain a Bible vorse aloag with the official USAF ceablom. The “Shickds of Strength's™ tag-linc
18 “Jewclry 10 Expross Your Faith.” and its website specifically calls the prodocts “Chnssian jowcley ™

Further, the stased singular missson of "Shickds of Streagth™ is: “To share the love, bope, forgivencss, and power of God's
Word with others and 10 se¢ poople vicwonious in Life’s baudes aad in 3 eclitioaship with Jesus Chraa™

This orgasization carrently sells dog tags and other itcens clearly containing the official USAF emblem and 3 Christian
Bible verse

The wse of DoD cmblems and logos on the “Shiclds of Strength's”™ blatandy Christian religious products clcarly implics an
wndcniable and imcomtrovertible endorsemont of the Christian religion, in dwoct violation of the No Establishment Clawse
of the US. Comstmtution, well ostablichod casclaw as well a8 Do lestructon S535.12, “DoD Branding and Tradomark
Licensing Program Implementation,” Section 2.4, of whach states:
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Demand Letter to the Army:

WU

MILITARY RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Monday, July 8, 2019

Director, Amyy Trademark Liceasing Program
OASA (MERA) Hoffman 11 (9531)

200 Seovall Strect

Alcsandnia, VA 22332

RE: US. Ay Must Stop Ikgal Use of Army Logo on Chinsian Proselytizing Dog Tags
CEASE and DESIST IMMEDIATELY
I'e Whom It May Concern:

The United States Army (Armmy) is cither unknowingly in direct vioktion of, isfer @lie, the No Establishment Clause of
the Umited States Constitetaon, its construmng Foderal casclaw and applicable Dol and Army regulatory directnes or, in
the akermative, 1 allowsag such vickations 10 eccur by sot stopping them.

It has come 10 the ancntson of the Miktary Religious Freodom Foundation (MRFF) that an organizaton called “Shickds of
Strengih LLC™ s using the efficial sademarked Armyy logo om ns religious dog ags. Whether or not “Shields of Sereagth™
has been heresofore officially licensod 1o use the logo by the Army is mot known. Nevenheless, and irrespective of
whether the Army has alecady authorieed this usage of its logo by this “Shickds of Strength® organization, it is still the
Anmy's responsabality 10 now put an cad 1o this sordsd and illict matter expoditiously.

These Christian prosclytizing dog tags arc blatastly rcligious and wholly scctanian s represcating solcly the Christian
famh, Indood, By cach contam a Bible vene along with the official Army logo. The "Shickds of Strength's™ sag-hing is
“Jeweley 10 Express Your Faith,” and its websine specifcally callls the produces “Chrstian joaclry.,”

Further, the saatod simgular mission of “Shickds of Strength™ is: “To shaee the kove, hope, forgivencss, aad power of Ged's
Waord with others and 1o see people victorious in life"s bastles and in a relasionship with Jesus Christ.™

This organization currcstly sells dog tags aad other itoms clearly containing the official Army logo and a Christian Bible
vene

The wsc of DoD cosblcms and logos o the “Shickds of Strength’s™ blataasly Cheistaan religious products clearly implics an
wndcsable and moomroveruble endorscment of the Chintan rehigion, in direct violation of the No Estsblishment Clause
of the U S, Comtitunen, well cstablished casclaw as well as Do Instructson 553512, "DoD) Beasding 3ad Trademark
Licensing Programs Implementation.” Section 2 d. of which sties:

“In accordance with subpart 2635.702 of Title §, Code of Federal Regulations (Referemce (1)), DaD marks
may not be licensed for use m a manner that creates a perception of Dol endorsement of any moa-foderal
cntity or #ts products and servioes. DoD marks may not be lioensed for amy purpesc intcndod to promsote
ideological movements, sociopalitical change, religious belichs (including noa-belel), specific
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Demand Letter to the Navy:

WU

MILITARY RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Monday, July 8, 2019

Office of Naval Rescarch

Office of Counsel, Code 00CC
ATTN: Trademark Licensing Office
75 N, Randolph Swecct

Ardingace, VA 22203

RE: US. Navy Must Swp llicgal Use of Navy Emblom on Christian Prosciytiving Dog Tags
CEASE and DESIST IMMEDIATELY
To Whom It May Coacern

The United States Navy is cither unknowingly in dircct violation of, iater alia, the No Establishment Clause of the United
States Comstitution, it's comssruing Fodoral casclaw and applicable Dol and U S. Navy regulatory directives or, in the
allormative, 1 allowing sech violations 0 eccur by not stopping them

It has coese 10 the amention of the Milaary Religious Freodom Foundanon (MRFF) that an organization calied “Shickds of
Swengdh LLC™ s using the official rademarked U S, Navy emblem on its religious dog tags. Whether or not “Shickds of
Strengh” has boen herctofore officially licensed 10 wse the cmblem by the U.S. Navy is not keown, Nevertbeless, and
wrespective of whether the U.S. Navy bas alecady awthonizod this wsage of ws emblem by this “Shiclds of Strength®
organization, it is still the Navy's respoasibility 0 mow pat an end to thas soedid and illicet matter expoditiously.

These Christian proschtizing dog tags are blatamly seligious and wholly sectarian in representing sokly the Cheistian
faih, Indocd, they cach contain 3 Bible verse along with e official US. Navy cosbliem, The “Shiclds of Sarength's® 1ag-
line is “Jowelry w Expeess Your Faith,” aad its website spocifically calls the products “Christian jewclry,”

Further, the stated singular mission of “Shickds of Steength™ is: “To share the love, bope, forgivencss, and power of God's
Word with others and 1o so¢ people victonous in life's battles and m a relatoaship with Jesus Chnst ™

This orgasaration currently sclls dog tags and other icms ¢lcarly containing the official US, Navy cmblem and 2
Chaistian Bible verse

The use of DoD embloms and logos on the “Shickds of Strength's™ blatantly Christian religious products cloarly meplics an
undcniable and incontrovertible cadorsement of the Chistian religion, in drcct violation of the No Establshmont Clause
of the US. Cosstitution, well establishod casclaw a5 well as DoD Instroction 553512, “DoD Branding and Trademark
Licensing Program leplemeniation,” Section 2 d of which seaies

"= acccedance with subpart 2635902 of Tile §, Code of Federal Regulameas (Reference (1)), DoD marks

may 8ot be licensed for wic in 2 manncr that creates a pescepaion of DoD endosscmcnt of any nos-federad
entity or its products and services. DoD marks may not be licensed for any purpose intondod 5o peomcs
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PATHEOS
COVERS MRFF

Group Demands U.S. Military Block Christian
Jewelry Store From Using Its Logos

By: Hemant Mehta
Monday, July 8, 2019

(Excerpts from Patheos/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

If you’re a T-shirt designer, there’s no problem making shirts that say “My
son is in the Army” or “My daughter is in the Air Force.” What you can’t
do is use the actual logos of those military branches — because it might
imply government endorsement of your company. At the very least, you
have to ask permission from the branches before you can use their logos in
your designs.

[.]

Seems pretty straight-forward. Almost no one can license those logos. And
they sure as hell can’t be used in connection with an ideological or
religious group.

And yet an online Christian jewelry store called Shields of Strength isn’t just
using military emblems and logos on a series of dog tags — they’ve
explicitly received permission to do so from at least one branch. That’s
according to the Military Religious Freedom Foundation ‘s

founder Mikey Weinstein.

In both situations, though, the jewelry violates the military’s own rules, and
MRFF is demanding the government put a stop to it. In a series of letters
to all the branches , MRFF is calling for a cease and desist notice against
the Christian company — and for the people in the government responsible
for this to be publicly reprimanded.

[.]

Click to read on Patheos

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON PAST MRFF

VICTORY GETTING OFFICIAL DEPARTMENT OF

DEFENSE EMBLEMS REMOVED FROM HOLMAN
MILITARY BIBLES

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON PAST MRFF
VICTORY STOPPING PASTOR ROBERT JEFFRESS
FROM USING OFFICIAL DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
SEALS AT HIS MEGACHURCH

RELIGION NEWS SERVICE
COVERS MRFF

VA'’s revised policies on symbols, displays aim
to protect ‘religious liberty’

By: Adelle M. Banks
Monday, July 8, 2019

(Excerpts from Religion News Service/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

In the wake of a Supreme Court decision permitting a cross to remain on a
public highway, the Department of Veterans Affairs has revised its policies
on religious symbols in displays at VA facilities.

[.]

The policy revisions, announced July 3, come two months after a U.S. Air
Force veteran filed suit against the director of the Manchester (New
Hampshire) VA Medical Center, seeking the removal of a Bible from a
POW/MIA table at that facility.

“As a Christian, he respects and loves all his military brothers and sisters and
does not want to be exclusionary by the placement of the Christian Bible,”
the suit states.

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation, which the suit says received
complaints from 14 other veterans about the display, decried the VA’s
revamped rules.

“These brand new VA policies — clearly based upon the U.S. Supreme
Court’s recent, idiotic decision in the Bladensburg Cross case — are
nothing more than a transparent and repugnant attempt to further
buttress and solidify fundamentalist Christianity as the insuperable
official religion of choice for the VA, our Armed Forces, and this
country,” said MRFF President Mikey Weinstein.

[.]

Click to read on Religion News Service

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON MRFF'S

DENOUNCEMENT OF THE VETERANS
ADMINISTRATION'S NEW "RELIGIOUS AND
SPIRITUAL SYMBOLS POLICIES"
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SUPPORT MRFF!

Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our
Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick'!
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