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Thursday Afternoon, September 12, 2019

MRFF BATTLES ON TWO FRONTS:
RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY INTENSIFIES

AT VA MEDICAL CENTERS IN
MASSACHUSETTS AND NEW HAMPSHIRE

MRFF OP-ED ON
DAILY KOS AND MEDIUM

Featured In Recommended Reading Section of Daily Kos

("Medium" Alexa Ranking U.S. #89 / Global #140
Publishing Platform by Co-founder of Blogger & Twitter)

Massachusetts VA Hospital Blocks Patient Access to
“Alternative Beliefs” Websites

By: Chris Rodda, MRFF Senior Research Director

Thursday, September 12, 2019

(Excerpts from Daily Kos and Medium/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

On the heels of Vice President Mike Pence declaring
that Veterans Administration hospitals “will NOT
be religion-free zones,” a patient at one VA hospital is
finding out that this so-called freedom of religion
doesn’t apply to those with “alternative beliefs.”

The patient, who is now a client of the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF), is a reserve officer and veteran
who receives treatment at the Edith Nourse Rogers Memorial Veterans
Hospital in Bedford, Massachussetts. He contacted MRFF when he was
blocked on the hospital’s wi-fi from accessing certain websites, with the
reason given for being blocked from these sites being that the sites were in
the category of “Alternative Beliefs.” He first got this “Web Page Blocked!”
message when trying to access a Freemason site, and then decided to try to
access a popular Wiccan site to see what would happen, getting the same
message.

[...]

Click to Read on Daily Kos

Click to Read on Medium

JON HOPWOOD ON MEDIUM
COVERS MRFF

Veteran Behind VAMC Bible in a Box Believes Oath
Cannot be Sworn on Koran

By: Jon Hopwood

Wednesday, September 11, 2019

(Excerpts from Medium/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

MIA/POW President Bob “Doc” Jones apparently believes that American
citizens such as Ilhan Abdullahi Omar cannot swear an oath on the
Koran. Jones is one of the people responsible for the placement of a Bible on
the Manchester Veterans Administration Medical Center’s “Missing Man
Table.”

Jones has spread a false narrative that the Bible accompanied a World
War II veteran during his ordeal in a German POW camp. In fact, the
Bible was given to the veteran upon his return home from the war. The Bible
had to be “historic” to pass constitutional muster for display in a federal
facility, so a fake pedigree was presented to the press.

[...]

The constitutionality of the V.A.s “Bible in a Box” will be subject to the
review of a federal court on September 16, 2019, when it hears oral
arguments on a lawsuit brought against the Veterans Administration by
the Military Religious Freedom Foundation.

Click to Read on Medium

JON HOPWOOD BREAKS NEWS
TO TULSI GABBARD AT CONFERENCE

RE: VAMC BIBLE IN A BOX

Tulsi Gabbard LIVE on the road
Tulsi Town Hall - Manchester, NH

Saturday, September 7, 2019

Click to View Video (56:26, Jon Hopwood at 33:33)

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON
MANCHESTER VA BIBLE ISSUE, PROTEST

FLYOVER, AND FILING OF FEDERAL LAWSUIT

CLICK TO READ BACKGROUND ON PAST MRFF
VICTORIES: BIBLE REMOVALS FROM POW/MIA

TABLES AT VA FACILITIES/MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS

Click to read Veterans Administration's New "Religious and
Spiritual Symbols Policies" Press Release

"a beautiful poem about God and Soldiers"

From: (name withheld)
Subject: a beautiful poem about God and Soldiers
Date: September 9, 2019 at 6:28:04 PM MDT
To: Mikey Weinstein 
 
God and the soldier
All men adore
In time of trouble,
And no more;
For when war is over
And all things righted,
God is neglected –
The old soldier slighted.

Mister Weinstein I am a retired Soldier who served 25 years. I am proud to
say that one of my duties was as a chaplain’s assistant in Desert Storm. I am
not going to curse or use anti-Semitic slurs like so many do. However, I want
you to know that I disagree with what you do. I think you and your
organization are wrong. There are a lot of serious problems confronting our
veterans and yet you worry about little things like Bibles on tables. Why
don’t you do something to REALLY help instead of acting like a glorified
playground bully.

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Founder
and President Mikey Weinstein;

Advisory Board Members Mike Farrell,
John Compere, Martin France, and Ted Furlow;

and MRFF Supporter:

Click to Read in Inbox

"VIRAL MRFF MEDIA SURGE IGNITED BY PENCE
SPEECH CONTINUES"

From: (name withheld)
Subject: Re: VIRAL MRFF MEDIA SURGE IGNITED BY PENCE
SPEECH CONTINUES
Date: September 4, 2019 at 5:18:13 AM MDT
To: info@militaryreligiousfreedom.org
 
I find this to be a ridiculously stupid fight Mr. Weinstein. So petty. Nw who
is the snowflake again?

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Members
John Compere and Mike Farrell:

Click to Read in Inbox

"Thanks for the quick response"

From: MRFF Client/Military Officer’s E-Mail Address Withheld
Subject: Thanks for the quick response
Date: September 11, 2019 at 1:17:05 PM MDT
To: Michael L Weinstein
 
Mikey – thank you to you and your team at the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation!

Today, I reported an issue at my local Veterans Administration Medical
Center to Chris Rodda, and within a matter of minutes had emails in response
from both of you, and two quick telephone conversations to confirm the
details of the situation.

Over the last 13 or so years, I’ve kept an eye on the actions of the MRFF, in
all that you do to support all of us who have served or still are serving,
regardless of our faith – in order to help ensure that every individual can
worship according to the dictates of their conscience.

I’ve seen too many times where this freedom in the military was endangered,
either out of fear of reprisal for trying to attend worship, or from a hostile
work environment where it was well known – if you weren’t the right kind of
Christian, you’d better not say anything; or even something so seemingly
innocuous as showing preference to a certain faith based on what sacred book
was displayed on a common memorial in an official location.

It’s been harder for people to attempt to restrict my freedom to worship over
the years, as I have risen through the ranks to where I am now, at 25 years of
service, and continuing.

What about the junior servicemembers who are afraid to rock the boat?

That’s where you in the MRFF come in.

Thank you for all that you do!

(name withheld)

Click to Read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue

our Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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