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Monday Evening, January 13, 2020

MRFF EMPHATICALLY CONDEMNS
BLESSING OF "OFFICIAL" SPACE FORCE

BIBLE AT NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
“The Washington National Cathedral on Sunday

blessed the official Bible for the new  @ SpaceForceDoD,
which WILL be used to swear in ALL commanders

of America's newest military branch.”

MILITARY.COM
COVERS MRFF

Top Story on Military.com Homepage

Group to Fight Space Force's Use of Bible for
Swearing-In Ceremonies

By: Oriana Pawlyk

Monday, January 13, 2020

(Excerpts from Military.com/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The U.S. Space Force has designated its own King James Bible for
swearing-in ceremonies.

On Sunday, religious leaders at the Washington National Cathedral blessed
the Bible for the Space Force, which was established as the sixth branch of
the U.S. military in December.

[…]

Some users and veterans took to Twitter to voice their displeasure with
the move, saying that religious texts aren't typically used when officers
take an oath of office, though leaders can opt to do so. Others maintained
that, by using the Bible, the Space Force will ostracize commanders and
officials who practice a different faith.

Mikey Weinstein, president and founder of the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation, said Sunday's ceremony displayed overtones of "Christian
privilege" within the Defense Department.

"The MRFF condemns, in as full-throated a manner as is humanly
possible, the shocking and repulsive display of only the most vile,
exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian supremacy, dominance,
triumphalism and exceptionalism which occurred at yesterday's
'blessing' at the Washington National Cathedral," he told Military.com on
Monday.

Weinstein cited section 2.12 of Air Force Instruction 1-1, which outlines the
service's standards.

The section dictates that all leaders "must balance constitutional protections
for their own free exercise of religion, including individual expressions of
religious beliefs, and the constitutional prohibition against governmental
establishment of religion."

"They must ensure their words and actions cannot reasonably be
construed to be officially endorsing or disapproving of, or extending
preferential treatment for any faith, belief, or absence of belief," it states.

"Such blatantly scurrilous activity violates a slew of critical DoD directives,
instructions and regulations," Weinstein said.

[…]

MRFF will lodge a formal complaint with Defense Secretary Mark Esper on
behalf of active-duty and civilian personnel who've contacted the
organization since the ceremony, Weinstein said.

[…]
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MRFF FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT
MIKEY WEINSTEIN'S STATEMENT

ON THE BLESSING OF THE
"OFFICIAL" SPACE FORCE BIBLE

Monday, January 13, 2020

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF)
condemns, in as full-throated a manner as is humanly
possible, the shocking and repulsive display of only
the most vile, exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian
supremacy, dominance, triumphalism and
exceptionalism which occurred at yesterday’s
‘blessing’, at the Washington National Cathedral, of a
sectarian Christian bible which will apparently ‘be used
to swear in all commanders of America’s newest

military branch (ie. The United States Space Force).” MRFF noted with
additional disgust and disdain the willing and all-too visible participation of
a senior USAF officer, in formal uniform, during the travesty of this
sectarian ceremony which tragically validates the villainy of unadulterated
Christian privilege at DoD and its subordinate military branches. For the
record, military commanders are NOT ever “sworn in” to their positions let
alone with the usage of a Christian bible or other book of faith. And
especially not in 2020!!

MRFF is currently receiving a multitude of new complaints from outraged
DoD military and even civilian DoD personnel, as well as veterans, regarding
this unmitigated, unconstitutional horror. MRFF will be lodging a formal
complaint to Mark Esper, the Secretary of Defense. Further, MRFF will be
assiduously assisting its clients to also expeditiously make formal Inspector
General (IG) and Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) complaints to the
DoD chain of command hierarchy to stop this train-wreck disaster in its
stinking tracks from ever even leaving the station.

If MRFF’s fervent attempts to exhaust all DoD administrative remedies to
eliminate this fundamentalist Christian tyranny and oppression fail, MRFF
will plan to stop this matter in Federal court in Northern Virginia. The
utilization of a Christian bible to 'swear in’ commanders of the new
Space Force or any other DoD branch at ANY level is completely
violative of the bedrock Separation of Church and State mandate of the
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and also violates Clause 3, Article
6’s total prohibition of No Religious Test for any Federal Gov’t position.
Additionally such blatantly scurrilous activity violates a slew of critical DoD
directives, instructions and regulations.

Michael L "Mikey" Weinstein
Founder and President, MRFF
Military Religious Freedom Foundation

THE CHRISTIAN POST
COVERS MRFF

Military exchange to stop selling 'Jesus' Scripture
Candy after secular group complains

By: Samuel Smith

Saturday, January 11, 2020

(Excerpts from The Christian PostEmphasis Added by MRFF)

The Army & Air Force Exchange Service said it will stop selling Jesus-
themed candy in response to a complaint filed by a secular legal
organization warning that selling the treats at commissary and exchange
stores is a violation of the U.S. Constitution. 

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation announced Friday that it
received a response to a letter it sent recently to the AAFES objecting to
the sale of “Jesus Candy” at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. 

[…]

The New Mexico-based MRFF accused the candy package of being “more
of a Christian proselytizing kit than a package of candy” and argued that
the sale of the product violates the Establishment Clause of the First
Amendment. The clause prevents the establishment of a state religion. 

MRFF demanded that the product be removed from store shelves. 

In an op-ed Friday, MRFF senior research director Chris Rodda said MRFF
attorneys received a response from the AAFES on Thursday. 

AAFES reportedly agreed to stop selling the candies, but did not say it
agreed with MRFF's claim that selling the product was a violation of the
Constitution. Instead, AAFES said it would stop selling the candies due to
“limited historical demand."

[…]
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“MRFF Founder Mikey Weinstein
Takes On White Supremacist”

Mikey,
 
Thanks for your courage and persistence.
 
You embody the will, intent and sacred honor of our Founding Fathers.

(name withheld)
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