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Tuesday Afternoon, January 14, 2020

MRFF'S EXPOSURE OF
SPACE FORCE NATIONAL BIBLE BLESSING

SPARKS VIRAL OUTRAGE
“The Washington National Cathedral on Sunday

blessed the official Bible for the new  @ SpaceForceDoD,
which WILL be used to swear in ALL commanders

of America's newest military branch.”

MRFF'S LETTER TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
DEMANDING THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF

DEFENSE PUBLICLY DISAVOW BLESSING OF
"OFFICIAL" SPACE FORCE BIBLE

Click to enlarge and read letter

NPR
COVERS MRFF

Space Force Bible Blessing at
National Cathedral Sparks Outrage

By: David Welna

Monday, January 13, 2020

(Excerpts from NPR/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The blessing of what's being called " the official Bible for the new U.S.
Space Force " at the Washington National Cathedral on Sunday is drawing
an outpouring of criticism on social media and condemnation from a
prominent religious freedom advocacy group. 

" The Military Religious Freedom Foundation condemns, in as full
throated a manner as is humanly possible, the shocking and repulsive
display of only the most vile, exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian
supremacy, " MRFF founder and president Mikey Weinstein writes in
a statement denouncing the Bible blessing. " The utilization of a Christian
bible to 'swear in' commanders of the new Space Force or any other
[Department of Defense] branch at ANY level is completely violative of
the bedrock separation of church and state mandate of the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution ."

In a tweet on Sunday, the Washington National Cathedral posted a statement
describing the Bible that was blessed during a morning service as a Space
Force official Bible "which will be used to swear in all commanders of
America's newest military branch."

" Gross ," writes one Twitter respondent identifying himself as United
Church of Christ pastor Seth Wispelwey of Tucson.  

" Um. We don't swear our military oaths on a Bible, or any text for that
matter ," writes Gidget, a self-described veteran, in another reply. " Stand at
attention, right hand up. That's it. "

[...]

Click to read Article

FOX NEWS
COVERS MRFF

Group challenges Space Force's use of
Bible in swearing-in ceremony

By: Caleb Parke

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

(Excerpts from Fox News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A group that focuses on preserving religious freedom in the military is
fuming over the newly formed Space Force using a Bible to swear in its first
chief of space operations.

The decision to use an official Bible to swear in Gen. John Raymond, the
leader of the sixth branch of the military, is under fire from the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF).

The Washington National Cathedral held a ceremony Sunday to bless a King
James Version – donated to Raymond by the Museum of the Bible in
Washington – which was to be used in Tuesday's swearing-in ceremony.

[…]

The blessing outraged MRFF, which has said it plans to submit a formal
complaint to Defense Secretary Mark Esper. The MRFF is dedicated to
ensuring that members of the Armed Forces have religious freedom and that
their First Amendment rights are protected.

[…]

Click to read Article

MRFF OP-ED
ON DAILY KOS AND MEDIUM

(Recommended reading on Daily Kos)

The USAF Is At It Again

By: Lawrence Wilkerson, MRFF Advisory Board Member and
Former Chief of Staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

This was a Washington National Cathedral tweet on
Monday:

"Today @WNCathedral blessed the official Bible for
the new @SpaceForceDoD, which will be used to
swear in all commanders of America's newest
military branch."

This tweet on some websites was accompanied by a
photograph of what was supposedly the U.S. Air Force

Chief of Chaplains holding a Bible while functionaries from the National
Cathedral "blessed" it (as if the supposed word of God needed such
blessing). Unless the purpose was ribald humor – and in even that purpose
was abject failure and potential sacrilege – this might be the most ridiculous
stunt the USAF has ever staged, and that is saying something given that
Service's record for such affairs, particularly when they relate to religion.

Simply the facts destroy the message in the tweet:

First, commanders don't take oaths as commanders.  They stand at
attention while guidons or flags are passed, they exchange salutes – incoming
commander to outgoing commander, and perhaps to both's mutual higher
commander – they say a few words, and the command is assumed (and
surrendered if a former commander exists). ...

Second, no Bible is necessary for assumptions of command or changes of
command.  One can be present if one of the officers desires it, but it should
not be "on display" because a change of command or an assumption of
command is an official event and should not be seen as favoring one religion
over another, or religion over none. ...

Third, military commanders, of any stripe, type, or kind are not sworn
in.  This might seem a mimicking of the first point above, but it's not. It is
simply a statement of fact separate from oath-taking so there is no mistaking
what military commanders do. They assume command, period. ...

[...]

Click to read on Daily Kos

Click to read on Medium

AIR FORCE TIMES
COVERS MRFF

Space Force Bible blessing
Spurs Protests

By: Stephen Losey

Monday, January 13, 2020

(Excerpts from Air Force Times/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Washington National Cathedral on Sunday posted online a photograph
of clergy, alongside the Air Force’s chief of chaplains, blessing a Bible for
the newly created Space Force — and a firestorm of controversy soon
followed. In the tweet, the cathedral called it “ the official Bible for the new
” Space Force, and said it “ will be used to swear in all commanders of
America’s newest military branch .”

Reaction on social media was swift, with many commenters raising
concerns about the potential violation of the First Amendment’s
establishment clause , which prohibits government actions favoring one
particular religion over another. Some questioned whether the cathedral’s
statement that the Bible will be used to swear in “all commanders” in the
Space Force meant non-Christians would be excluded, even implicitly.

[...]

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation, an organization that
advocates for separation of church and state in the military, strongly
condemned the blessing ceremony as sectarian, as well as objecting to the
in-uniform participation of Chief of Chaplains Maj. Gen. Steven Schaick.

[...]

Click to read Article

THE HILL
COVERS MRFF

Group criticizes blessing of
'official Bible' for Space Force

By: Justine Coleman

Monday, January 13, 2020

(Excerpts from The Hill/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) condemned the
blessing of an "official Bible" for the swearing-in of commanders of the
newly created Space Force.

The group issued its statement after Washington National Cathedral held a
ceremony to bless an “official” King James Bible on Sunday and tweeted that
it “ will be used to swear in all commanders of America’s newest military
branch .”

[...]

Several people as well as the MRFF denounced the designation, saying
officers are not usually required to use religious texts to take an oath of
office and that the move could ostracize non-Christians . The MRFF has
promised to take the matter to federal court in Northern Virginia if it cannot
settle it through the Defense Department’s “administrative remedies.”

[...]

Mikey Weinstein, president and founder of MRFF, told Military.com that
using the Bible goes against Air Force Instruction 1-1 that says leaders “
must ensure their words and actions cannot reasonably be construed to
be officially endorsing or disapproving of, or extending preferential
treatment for any faith, belief, or absence of belief .”

[...]

Click to read Article

COLORADO SPRINGS INDEPENDENT
COVERS MRFF

Space Force leaders will swear oath on a Bible

By: Pam Zubeck

Monday, January 13, 2020

(Excerpts from Colorado Springs Independent/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Commanders of the nation's newest branch of the military, the U.S. Space
Force, will swear to God when taking their oath, which a watchdog
agency says violates the U.S. Constitution.

[...]

Using a Bible in this way runs contrary to Air Force Instruction 1-1, which
states that military leaders "must ensure their words and actions cannot
reasonably be construed to be officially endorsing or disapproving of, or
extending preferential treatment for any faith, belief, or absence of
belief."

The act of designating the Bible as the official tool for swearing
ceremonies naturally incensed Mikey Weinstein, founder and president of
the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, who issued this scathing
statement in response:

"The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) condemns, in as full-
throated a manner as is humanly possible, the shocking and repulsive display
of only the most vile, exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian supremacy,
dominance, triumphalism and exceptionalism which occurred at yesterday’s
‘blessing’, at the Washington National Cathedral, of a sectarian Christian
bible which will apparently 'be used to swear in all commanders of America’s
newest military branch (ie. The United States Space Force)."

[...]

Click to read Article

THE BLAZE
COVERS MRFF

Group threatens to sue after blessing of 'official
Bible' for swearing in Space Force commanders

By: Breck Dumas

Monday, January 13, 2020

(Excerpts from The Blaze/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A non-profit group called the Military Religious Freedom Foundation has
threatened to take legal action in a scathing statement condemning the
blessing of a Bible to be used for swearing in commanders of the newly-
formed military branch, the United States Space Force.

During Sunday's service at the Washington National Cathedral, a three-
minute ceremony was held to bless a King James Bible which the cathedral
said "will be used to swear in all commanders of America's newest military
branch."

[…]

The MRFF issued a statement expressing the organization's outrage over the
ceremony, saying the group "condemns, in as full-throated a manner as is
humanly possible, the shocking and repulsive display of only the most
vile, exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian supremacy, dominance,
triumphalism and exceptionalism which occurred at yesterday's
'blessing.'"

[…]

Click to read Article

SPUTNIK NEWS
COVERS MRFF

Spirit in the Sky: Religious Freedom Group
Threatens to Sue Over Bible Blessing

for US Space Force

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

(Excerpts from Sputnik News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) has vowed to fight
the use of the Bible for the US Space Force and threatened legal action if
the ritual is not abandoned.

The MRFF said in a statement that is has received numerous complaints from
“outraged” members of the military and civilian personnel at the Department
of Defense, after the Washington National Cathedral blessed what it called
the “official Bible” of the newly-created Space Force.

[…]

However, according to the Balance of Free Exercise of Religion and
Establishment Clause in the Air Force instructions, “leaders at all levels…
must ensure their words and actions cannot reasonably be construed to
be officially endorsing or disapproving of, or extending preferential
treatment for any faith, belief, or absence of belief”.

The MRFF argued that the Space Force blessing violates those instructions.
The group also promised to file a complaint with Secretary of Defence Mark
Esper and assist those who would submit their own complaints with the
Defence Department.

[…]

Click to read Article

MRFF FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT
MIKEY WEINSTEIN'S STATEMENT

ON THE BLESSING OF THE
"OFFICIAL" SPACE FORCE BIBLE

Monday, January 13, 2020

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF)
condemns, in as full-throated a manner as is humanly
possible, the shocking and repulsive display of only
the most vile, exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian
supremacy, dominance, triumphalism and
exceptionalism which occurred at yesterday’s
‘blessing’, at the Washington National Cathedral, of a
sectarian Christian bible which will apparently ‘be used
to swear in all commanders of America’s newest

military branch (ie. The United States Space Force).” MRFF noted with
additional disgust and disdain the willing and all-too visible participation of
a senior USAF officer, in formal uniform, during the travesty of this
sectarian ceremony which tragically validates the villainy of unadulterated
Christian privilege at DoD and its subordinate military branches. For the
record, military commanders are NOT ever “sworn in” to their positions let
alone with the usage of a Christian bible or other book of faith. And
especially not in 2020!!

MRFF is currently receiving a multitude of new complaints from outraged
DoD military and even civilian DoD personnel, as well as veterans, regarding
this unmitigated, unconstitutional horror. MRFF will be lodging a formal
complaint to Mark Esper, the Secretary of Defense. Further, MRFF will be
assiduously assisting its clients to also expeditiously make formal Inspector
General (IG) and Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) complaints to the
DoD chain of command hierarchy to stop this train-wreck disaster in its
stinking tracks from ever even leaving the station.

If MRFF’s fervent attempts to exhaust all DoD administrative remedies to
eliminate this fundamentalist Christian tyranny and oppression fail, MRFF
will plan to stop this matter in Federal court in Northern Virginia. The
utilization of a Christian bible to 'swear in’ commanders of the new
Space Force or any other DoD branch at ANY level is completely
violative of the bedrock Separation of Church and State mandate of the
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and also violates Clause 3, Article
6’s total prohibition of No Religious Test for any Federal Gov’t position.
Additionally such blatantly scurrilous activity violates a slew of critical DoD
directives, instructions and regulations.

Michael L "Mikey" Weinstein
Founder and President, MRFF
Military Religious Freedom Foundation

CLICK FOR BACKGROUND ON SPACE FORCE BIBLE BLESSING

“You piece of SHIT”

You piece of shit

Thank you!

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein, MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,

and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Bible”

I saw the comments from your organization regarding the ceremony blessing
the Bible. Very distasteful! 

God Wins….you lose! Too Bad!!

To see response from MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!

   

Confirm that you like this.

Click the "Like" button.
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