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Wednesday Afternoon, January 15, 2020

VIRAL COVERAGE OF MRFF'S PROTEST
AGAINST BLESSING OF "OFFICIAL"

SPACE FORCE BIBLE CONTINUES
“The Washington National Cathedral on Sunday

blessed the official Bible for the new  @ SpaceForceDoD,
which WILL be used to swear in ALL commanders

of America's newest military branch.”

Space Force commander General Jay Raymond being sworn in
on "official" Space Force Bible (White House Photo)

CBS NEWS
COVERS MRFF

Religious freedom group outraged over Space Force
Bible blessing at National Cathedral

By: Sophie Lewis

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

(Excerpts from the CBS News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The Washington National Cathedral held a ceremony on Sunday to bless an
"official" King James Bible to be used to swear in commanders of the
newly-formed Space Force. Now, a religious freedom group is condemning
the blessing as a violation of the separation of church and state. 

[…]

Nevertheless, the ceremony immediately sparked outrage online for seeming
to imply that following specific religious beliefs was necessary in a branch of
the military. "So no Jews, Atheists, Muslims, Hindus, Mormons, Sikhs
allowed in Space Force?" Princeton professor Steven Strauss tweeted at the
church. 

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) issued a statement
Monday after it said it received complaints from members of the military,
veterans and civilians. 

The foundation "condemns, in as full-throated a manner as is humanly
possible, the shocking and repulsive display of only the most vile,
exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian supremacy, dominance,
triumphalism and exceptionalism which occurred at yesterday's 'blessing', at
the Washington National Cathedral," the group's founder and president
Mikey Weinstein said. 

"For the record, military commanders are NOT ever 'sworn in' to their
positions let alone with the usage of a Christian bible or other book of
faith. And especially not in 2020!!" he continued.

[…]

Click to read Article

THE NEW YORK INTELLIGENCER
COVERS MRFF

What’s the Deal With the Space Force Bible?

By: Sarah Jones

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

(Excerpts from the New York Intelligencer/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The U.S. Space Force is real, sort of. The newest branch of the military
currently occupies a strange and liminal space; it is no longer just a figment
of Donald Trump’s imagination, but it doesn’t do anything, either. It does,
however, possess an official Bible, or so a tweet from the Washington
National Cathedral suggested on Sunday.

[…]

Schaick has invited similar scrutiny in the past. In 2016, Shaick, who was
then the deputy chief of chaplains serving under the now-retired Chaplain
(Major General) Dondi Costin, attended a private, religious event in uniform.
The event was hosted by the Chaplain Alliance for Religious Liberty, which
opposed the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell and lists several Christian right
groups, including the Alliance Defending Freedom, as coalition partners on
its website. The office of the Air Force Inspector General launched an
investigation into Costin specifically after receiving a complaint from the
Military Religious Freedom Foundation, or MRFF. …

[…]

But Schaick’s Bible blessing has aroused the ire of MRFF once again.
“The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) condemns, in as full-
throated a manner as is humanly possible, the shocking and repulsive
display of only the most vile, exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian
supremacy,” the group’s founder, Mikey Weinstein, said in a statement
quoted by NPR. MRFF has said it will file a complaint about the event. That
the Bible in question was donated by the Museum of the Bible, an
Evangelical institution, lends Weinstein’s concerns additional credibility.

Click to read Article

THE WASHINGTON EXAMINER
COVERS MRFF

'Unadulterated Christian privilege': Religious
freedom group incensed after National Cathedral

blesses Bible for Space Force oaths

By: Madison Dibble

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

(Excerpts from the Washington Examiner/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A group of religious freedom advocates was outraged after the newly
established Space Force had a Bible blessed at the Washington National
Cathedral for swearing-in ceremonies.

[…]

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation called the brief ceremony a
“shocking and repulsive display of only the most vile, exclusivist,
fundamentalist Christian supremacy, dominance, triumphalism and
exceptionalism” in a statement posted on Monday. The group’s president,
Mikey Weinstein, added, “MRFF noted with additional disgust and
disdain the willing and all-too visible participation of a senior USAF
officer, in formal uniform, during the travesty of this sectarian ceremony
which tragically validates the villainy of unadulterated Christian privilege at
DoD and its subordinate military branches.”

[…]

Click to read Article

AMERICAN MILITARY NEWS
COVERS MRFF

Space Force’s official Bible blessing attacked by
military-church separation group; threatening lawsuit

By: Ryan Morgan

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

(Excerpts from American Military News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The U.S. military’s newest branch has officially blessed a version of the
King James Bible for its swearing in ceremonies, drawing criticisms from a
group who said the ceremony constitutes a violation of the separation
between church and state.

On Sunday, the Washington National Cathedral confirmed it had blessed a
Bible for the Space Force to use. In response, the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation (MRFF) issued a statement in criticism of the
religious ceremony, describing it as a “ repulsive display of only the most
vile, exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian supremacy, dominance,
triumphalism and exceptionalism.”

[…]

“MRFF noted with additional disgust and disdain the willing and all-too
visible participation of a senior USAF officer, in formal uniform, during
the travesty of this sectarian ceremony which tragically validates the
villainy of unadulterated Christian privilege at DoD and its subordinate
military branches,” said Mikey Weinstein, Founder and President of MRFF.
“For the record, military commanders are NOT ever ‘sworn in’ to their
positions let alone with the usage of a Christian bible or other book of faith.
And especially not in 2020!!”

[…]

Click to read Article

THE CHRISTIAN POST
COVERS MRFF

National Cathedral Bible blessing is not a
'constitutional horror'

By: Mark D. Tooley

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

(Excerpts from The Christian Post/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Apparently theocracy is being launched through the U.S. military by the
Episcopal Church.

A small but aggressive secular group that peddles theocracy conspiracy
theories is getting media attention for complaining about blessing a military
Bible. According to an NPR headline, the ceremony sparked “outrage.”

[…]

The complainant against the Bible blessing was Mikey Weinstein, of the
Military Religious Freedom Foundation, which through media advocacy
and litigation condemns military chaplaincies and imagines the military is a
hotbed of “Christian privilege.”

“The MRFF condemns, in as full-throated a manner as is humanly
possible, the shocking and repulsive display of only the most vile,
exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian supremacy, dominance, triumphalism
and exceptionalism which occurred at yesterday’s ‘blessing’ at the
Washington National Cathedral,” Weinstein complained.

[…]

Click to read Article

DIGITAL JOURNAL
COVERS MRFF

Protests arise over blessing of 'official bible'
for Space Force

By: Karen Graham

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

(Excerpts from Digital Journal/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The blessing of what's being called "the official Bible for the new U.S.
Space Force" at the Washington National Cathedral on Sunday is drawing an
outpouring of criticism on social media and condemnation from a prominent
religious freedom advocacy group.

[…]

Mikey Weinstein, president and founder of the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation (MRFF), as well as many veterans, denounced the blessing,
saying Sunday's ceremony displayed overtones of "Christian privilege"
within the Defense Department.

[…]

"The utilization of a Christian bible to 'swear in’ commanders of the
new Space Force or any other DoD branch at ANY level is completely
violative of the bedrock Separation of Church and State mandate of the
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and also violates Clause 3, Article
6’s total prohibition of No Religious Test for any Federal Gov’t position.
Additionally, such blatantly scurrilous activity violates a slew of critical DoD
directives, instructions, and regulations," the statement concluded.

"Gross," wrote one Twitter respondent identifying himself as United Church
of Christ Pastor Seth Wispelwey of Tucson, Ariz.

"Um. We don't swear our military oaths on a Bible or any text for that
matter," writes Gidget, a self-described veteran, in another reply. "Stand at
attention, right hand up. That's it."

[…]

Click to read Article

AMERICAN THINKER
COVERS MRFF

Will Trump's Pentagon stand tall when
atheists attack?

By: Andrea Widburg

Wednesday, January 15, 2020

(Excerpts from American Thinker/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A formal blessing for the Space Force "official" Bible resulted in a squeal
of outrage from a man who has dedicated his life to making sure that
America's troops, who are mostly Christian, have no easy access to God.

[…]

And then there's Mikey Weinstein, founder and president of the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation.  He is a fanatically anti-Christian atheist
who has been on a crusade for years now to purge religion entirely from the
United States military. To Mikey, Christians in the military are "well-funded
gangs of fundamentalist Christian monsters who terrorize their fellow
Americans by forcing their weaponized and twisted version of Christianity
upon their helpless subordinates in our nation's armed forces."

[…]

Click to read Article

CLICK TO READ MRFF'S DEMAND LETTER TO THE
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND BACKGROUND ON THE

SPACE FORCE BIBLE BLESSING

MRFF FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT
MIKEY WEINSTEIN'S STATEMENT

ON THE BLESSING OF THE
"OFFICIAL" SPACE FORCE BIBLE

Monday, January 13, 2020

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF)
condemns, in as full-throated a manner as is humanly
possible, the shocking and repulsive display of only
the most vile, exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian
supremacy, dominance, triumphalism and
exceptionalism which occurred at yesterday’s
‘blessing’, at the Washington National Cathedral, of a
sectarian Christian bible which will apparently ‘be used
to swear in all commanders of America’s newest

military branch (ie. The United States Space Force).” MRFF noted with
additional disgust and disdain the willing and all-too visible participation of
a senior USAF officer, in formal uniform, during the travesty of this
sectarian ceremony which tragically validates the villainy of unadulterated
Christian privilege at DoD and its subordinate military branches. For the
record, military commanders are NOT ever “sworn in” to their positions let
alone with the usage of a Christian bible or other book of faith. And
especially not in 2020!!

MRFF is currently receiving a multitude of new complaints from outraged
DoD military and even civilian DoD personnel, as well as veterans, regarding
this unmitigated, unconstitutional horror. MRFF will be lodging a formal
complaint to Mark Esper, the Secretary of Defense. Further, MRFF will be
assiduously assisting its clients to also expeditiously make formal Inspector
General (IG) and Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) complaints to the
DoD chain of command hierarchy to stop this train-wreck disaster in its
stinking tracks from ever even leaving the station.

If MRFF’s fervent attempts to exhaust all DoD administrative remedies to
eliminate this fundamentalist Christian tyranny and oppression fail, MRFF
will plan to stop this matter in Federal court in Northern Virginia. The
utilization of a Christian bible to 'swear in’ commanders of the new
Space Force or any other DoD branch at ANY level is completely
violative of the bedrock Separation of Church and State mandate of the
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and also violates Clause 3, Article
6’s total prohibition of No Religious Test for any Federal Gov’t position.
Additionally such blatantly scurrilous activity violates a slew of critical DoD
directives, instructions and regulations.

Michael L "Mikey" Weinstein
Founder and President, MRFF
Military Religious Freedom Foundation

“Space Force”

I just read that your group got it knickers in a twist over the use of a Bible.

Are you aware that Congress authorized the printing of Bibles and paid for it
at the beginning of this nation

Are you aware the capital buidling was used for a church?

Are you aware that Washington was sworn in on a Bible

Are you aware that the separation of which you speak is not in the
Constitution but RATHER was quoted by Jefferson and that has been used
erroneously out of context?

I’m sure you are – so then please explain to me – how do you explain that – I
mean how do you honestly justify that there is a separation when clearly the
founders did not EVER intend for their to be one.

thank you

To see response from
MRFF Senior Research Director Chris Rodda:

Click to read in Inbox

“Oh come on!”

Are you kidding me? With all the problems this country faces you devote
such furor over a simple Bible blessing of the Space Force?

A majority of Americans, including myself, don’t necessarily believe in
Christianity ‘by the book’ but this country has always used the Bible and
religious blessings in many official capacities.

And the same majority and others of other faiths just accept this fact at these
type of ceremonies.
Maybe if all of us get over the minor bickering that all of us Americans are
doing and join together in the real issues affecting this country we can save
America.

America is falling and China is rising. Time we get off this division and
unite.

Thank You for accepting my comments.

Respectfully,

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein and MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“MRFF’s Space Force announcement”

Dear Mikey:

I was appalled to read about your foundation, the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation, expressing outrage and contemplating the idea of attempting to
sue the Government over the use of a Bible during the swearing-in of the
Space Force. After reading that, and before forming this opinion since I too
am one of America’s sons and served its military proudly, I decided to do
some research; on your foundation’s reason for existence, your personal
history documented there, and to try to find the basis of why your approach
regarding the Bible’s presence in governmental process is and was so hateful.

I read your likely self-penned “About Us” page describing your life and
accomplishments, and as I completed each paragraph, could not help but
become more confused to the roots of your hatred. You appear to be well-
educated, or at least have attended institutions that have produced intelligent
people and are held in high public esteem. You have completed military
service, so I do thank you for your sacrifice during that time. It appears you
have also devoted considerable time during your life to serving politicians
and the “one-percenters”, so your disconnect with what the United States of
America was founded on and has stood up to defend for over two centuries is
a little more understandable now. You seem to consider all of the derogatory
names you’ve been called for your divisive tactics as badges of honor, rather
than using them as internal contemplation as to why others would use those
terms while describing you. You’ve been rubbing elbows with people who
are disconnected from the working people, the moms-and-pops, and other
citizens who dearly love this country and the sacrifices that have been made.

[…]

Sincerely,

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“recent swearing in with a Bible”

I am not sure I understand the outrage about someone being sworn in with a
Bible. Would your definition of religious freedom be that each person can
decide for themselves how/what to use to be sworn in? YES! Can someone
decide to use a Bible, a cookbook, another religious text or whatever they
want? YES! (However, in my 35+ years of service, I NEVER saw a
commander, promotee, or newly commissioned officer EVER use ANY book
when taking an oath or assuming command.)

Are you trying to make the point that using the Bible is bad but using other
texts would be okay? NO! I just do not understand the level of outrage
inherent in the statement. I always thought that religious freedom meant that
each individual got to choose for themselves what faith to pursue. No? My
understanding of the “separation of church and state” didn’t mean that a
person cannot have faith, or that they cannot express that faith, but that the
government could not establish a church, like the Anglican Church in
England. Do you see that differently? YES! By presuming that a military
service (not an individual) needs a Bible or ANY spiritual text to define its
values or require sworn fealty to same by all commanders, we’re violating
the idea of religious freedom because we would be ESTABLISHING an
official religion for that organization.

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Members
Mike Farrell and Marty France:

Click to read in Inbox

“Keep Crying Weinstein”

AMERICA IS A CHRISTIAN NATION. And no amount of crying, whining,
bitching from you or your pathetic piece of shit founder is going to change
that. We are taking our country back. And when Trump gets re-elected and he
WILL your brain dead low IQ heads are going to explode. You can rewatch
the space force swear ALL YOU WANT AND CRY WHILE YOU ARE AT
IT. WE ARE JUST GETTING STARTED YOU UNPATRIOTIC CUCKED
LOW LIFE PIECES OF SHIT. We had enough of your fuckery. God and
righteousness are coming back to America and we are going to watch you
suffer for the rest of your wretched miserable existences as this nation
prospers as it’s meant to be from it’s roots as we dismantle your libtarded
globalist agenda one block at a time.ONE NATION UNDER GOD. Trump
FOREVER FOREVER Trump.

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“may the devil be with you all,,,
have fun burning in hell LOL !”

[No text]

To see response from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“Space Force Bible”

I always find people like you and your organization as being so deliciously
stupid.

Imagine what the world would be like if everyone could just take a breath,
relax, and leave everybody else the fuck alone.

Bless your heart…..hahahahahaha

P.s. “MIKEY”? You aren’t still living in your mothers basement are you?

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Marty France:

Click to read in Inbox

“Bible for Space Force”

Mike,
 
I have trouble with your objection to using a Bible to swear in the new
Commanding Officer. 
 
What gives you any right? I could care less what religious text they use other
than the Koran 
 
People like you and your organization are what is decaying this country. You
act like a spoiled baby. 
 
I see you served in the military as did I. You as an officer, me as
enlisted. Knowing this about you, I would never have saluted you. To me you
are a disgrace.

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Members
Mike Farrell and Marty France:

Click to read in Inbox

“You are nothing but a travesty.”

You are nothing but a travesty.

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Member
Mike Farrell and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Marines”

My son is a young Marine and How Dare You take away his right for any
Biblical reference on his dog tags.

I’m a retired Army Officer and spent 23 years in defensive of spunks like
you.

The world needs more Godly influence, so please go somewhere else vs try
to hurt our service men and women.

Shame on you..

To see responses from
MRFF Advisory Board Members Mike Farrell and Marty France,

and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Freedom of religion”

Our founding fathers developed a constitution to protect our religious liberty.
I suggest you read some of their original documents to learn about our true
history and their intentions. Stop trampling on our religious freedom. The
‘separation’ of church and state is to enable us the right to worship. Read
founding fathers documents.

(name withheld)
USN RET

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein, MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,

and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Misquided”

You are so misguided and almost as bad as the religious nut jobs.
 
I am a stone cold atheist yet firmly believe that when you go out of your way
to protest all this nonsense you are just as bad as the idiots that think there is
some god and related nonsense.
 
Grow up. The best way to rid our Nation of such superstitious nonsense is to
ignore it. To challenge each and every thing is simply stupid and makes the
idiots that subscribe to such stuff think there is something worth fighting.
 
To “fight” this stuff is just like fighting “voodoo” or some other stupid belief
system.

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Marty France:

Click to read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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