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BIBLE VERSE DOG TAGS BACK IN THE NEWS:
FIRST LIBERTY GOES AFTER MARINES

FOR HEEDING MRFF'S DEMAND

MRFF OP-ED
ON DAILY KOS AND MEDIUM

First Liberty Institute Goes After Marines for
Disallowing Official Emblem on Bible Verse Dog Tags

By: MRFF Senior Research Director Chris Rodda

Thursday, January 16, 2020

Almost six months after the Marine Corps contacted
Christian jewelry company Shields of Strength
informing them that they could not use the official
Marine Corps emblem on their Bible verse dog tags,
First Liberty Institute, a fundamentalist Christian legal
organization, has sent a letter to the Marine Corps

Trademark and Licensing Office decrying this decision as unconstitutional.

Shields of Strength’s violations of military trademark and licensing
regulations were reported to the various branches of the military last
July by the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF), and the
Department of the Navy, which the Marine Corps comes under, quickly
notified Shields of Strength that it could not use the official USMC emblem
on its Bible verse dog tags.

[…]

The Department of Defense trademark and licensing regulations are
clear — you can’t use official military emblems on items that promote
religion.

[…]

And I’ll sum things up as I did in my previous post, with the words of
Benjamin Franklin:

“When a religion is good, I conceive it will support itself; and when it does
not support itself, and God does not take care to support it so that its
professors are obliged to call for help of the civil power, 'tis a sign, I
apprehend, of its being a bad one.”

If an official military endorsement is necessary for a Bible verse to be
meaningful to Shields of Strength, the service members who want their dog
tags, and First Liberty Institute, then their religion, in the words of Benjamin
Franklin, must be “a bad one.”

Click to read on Daily Kos

Click to read on Medium

FOX NEWS
COVERS MRFF

Marine Corps bans faith-based group's
Bible verse dog tags after complaint

By: Caleb Parke

Wednesday, January 15, 2020

(Excerpts from fox News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A law firm is calling on the U.S. Marine Corps to reverse a decision denying
a trademark license to Shields of Strength, a private business that produces
military-themed dog tag replicas with Scripture on them.

The company has had to deny thousands of requests for the dog tags after a
group's complaint last year. First Liberty Institute sent a letter to the Marine
Corps Trademark Licensing Office Tuesday accusing it of discrimination for
abruptly pulling the license.

That came days after the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF)
complained about Shields' partnership with the Department of Defense. The
group said the federal agency "poisons the constitutionally mandated
separation of Church and State" with the Shields of Strength.

[…]

Click to read Article

ONENEWSNOW
COVERS MRFF

Outside activists have more say than Marines?

By: Chris Woodward

Thursday, January 16, 2020

(Excerpts from OneNewsNow/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

On behalf of First Liberty Institute's client, Shields of Strength, the largest
legal organization in the nation dedicated exclusively to protecting religious
liberty for all Americans sent a letter to the U.S. Marine Corps Trademark
and Licensing Office demanding they rescind or reverse their ban on
Shields of Strength being able to manufacture and sell replica dog tags that
have a Marine Corps logo or a unit logo in conjunction with an inspirational
or motivational Bible verse.

Mike Berry of First Liberty Institute says the reason the Marine Corps
instituted that ban was because of a complaint from atheist attorney
Mike Weinstein and an outside anti-religious organization, the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF). But Berry asserts there is no legal
or constitutional basis for the ban.

[…]

Click to read Article

THE WESTERN JOURNAL
COVERS MRFF

Marine Corps Bans Popular Faith-Based Dog Tags
That Have Been in Use for Decades

By: Jack Davis

Wednesday, January 15, 2020

(Excerpts from The Western Journal/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A battle is brewing now that two branches of America’s armed forces are
responding to an anti-religion group’s complaint by trying to stop a company
from selling replica dog tags that bear a scripture verse as well as a
military insignia.

The Marine Corps has denied a trademark license to Shields of Strength, the
company that makes the replicas, according to Fox News.

In December, the Army told Shields of Strength it had to end its roughly 20
years of selling items with the Army insignia and a Bible verse, The
Washington Times reported.

Both branches of the service acted after the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation wrote the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force over the
summer demanding that the services separate themselves from Shields of
Strength.

“These Christian proselytizing dog tags are blatantly religious and
wholly sectarian in representing solely the Christian faith,” Mikey
Weinstein, the foundation’s founder, wrote.

[…]

Click to read Article

Viral coverage of MRFF's protest against the blessing
of the "official" Space Force Bible continues.

THE WASHINGTON POST
COVERS MRFF

Religious liberty groups protest cathedral blessing of
‘official Bible’ of the new U.S. Space Force

By: Michelle Boorstein

Wednesday, January 15, 2020

(Excerpts from The Washington Post/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Some religious liberty groups are protesting a blessing ceremony for a
Protestant Bible to be used by the new U.S. Space Force, saying the D.C.
ceremony this past weekend violates church-state barriers and is an insult to
America’s diversity.

Washington National Cathedral, seat of the presiding bishop of the Episcopal
Church, tweeted an image Sunday of cathedral Dean Randy Hollerith and the
Rev. Carl Wright, the denomination’s bishop for military branches and
federal agencies, blessing a King James Bible along with Maj. Gen.
Steven A. Schaick, the Air Force chief of chaplains.

[…]

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation issued a statement Monday
saying it was sending a formal complaint to the Defense Department.

The foundation “condemns, in as full-throated a manner as is humanly
possible, the shocking and repulsive display of only the most vile,
exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian supremacy,” President Mikey Weinstein
wrote.

[…]

Click to read Article

THE NEW AMERICAN
COVERS MRFF

Separation of Church and Space?
Attacks Against Space Force Bible

By: Selwyn Duke

Thursday, January 16, 2020

(Excerpts from The New American/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

They’re not lost in space — just in constitutional confusion if not antipathy.

Militant anti-Christians are up in arms again talking about the “separation of
church and state.” Raising their ire this time was the blessing of the new
Space Force’s official Bible, which took place this past Sunday. The Holy
Book will be provided to corps commanders who choose to be sworn in on it.
But Mikey Weinstein, founder and president of the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation, is apparently not pro-choice.

Weinstein, who really does go by “Mikey,” has made a career out of trying to
purge America’s foundational faith from the military. He’s not shy about his
biases, either, making statements such as, “Today, we face incredibly well-
funded gangs of fundamentalist Christian monsters who terrorize their fellow
Americans by forcing their weaponized and twisted version of Christianity
upon their helpless subordinates in our nation's armed forces.”

[…]

Click to read Article

CHRISTIAN HEADLINES
COVERS MRFF

Clergy Meet in Washington to Bless Bible
for New Space Force

By: Amanda Casanova

Wednesday, January 15, 2020

(Excerpts from Christian Headlines/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Religious leaders recently met at the Washington National Cathedral in D.C.
to bless a Bible that will be used by the United States Space Force which
was announced at the end of 2018.

[…]

Rev. Randolph Marshall Hollerith, dean of Washington National Cathedral,
also prayed over the Bible.

“Accept this Bible which we dedicate here today for the United States
Space Force,” Hollerith, said, according to NPR. “That all may so diligently
search your holy word and find in it the wisdom that leads to peace and
salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord, amen.”

Some, however, criticized the blessing of the Bible. The Military Religious
Freedom Foundation (MRFF) said that it “condemns, in as full-throated a
manner as is humanly possible, the shocking and repulsive display of only
the most vile, exclusivist, fundamentalist Christian supremacy.”

[…]

Click to read Article

CLICK TO READ MRFF'S DEMAND LETTER TO THE
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, MRFF FOUNDER AND

PRESIDENT MIKEY WEINSTIEN'S STATEMENT, AND
BACKGROUND ON THE SPACE FORCE BIBLE BLESSING

IN HONOR OF
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM DAY

TODAY, JANUARY 16

Celebrate American Religious Freedom With Pride

By: MRFF Board Member John Compere

“Religious Freedom Day”   is our annual national
observance on January 16th celebrating America’s
historic religious liberties. It commemorates the day in
1786 when the Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom
authored by Thomas Jefferson and advocated by James
Madison (Virginians, Founders and Presidents) was
enacted. It mandated  “No man shall be compelled to
frequent or support any religious worship, place, or
ministry whatsoever”   (freedom from religion).

This landmark law separated religion and government in Virginia. It provided
the genesis for our US Constitution separation of church and state, authored
by Madison and advocated by Founders Washington, Adams, Jefferson,
Madison, Monroe, Franklin, Hamilton, Paine, et al.

World history records centuries of human harm caused when governments
and religion combined. Separation of religion from government is a
fundamental liberty of free people keeping public government out of private
religion and private religion out of public government. It was clearly our
Founders’ intent as provided by their governing documents, indisputably
documented by historic records, publicly acknowledged by every American
President except the current one, and continuously confirmed by the Supreme
Court as the law of our land. Jesus even separated religion and government
(Matthew 22:21; Mark 12:17).

The Declaration of Independence (not law nor a governing document) uses
universal terms and declares “ Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed” (not from a
deity or religion).

[...]

Click to read more

“Space Force”

I just read that your group got it knickers in a twist over the use of a Bible.

Are you aware that Congress authorized the printing of Bibles and paid for it
at the beginning of this nation

Are you aware the capital buidling was used for a church?

Are you aware that Washington was sworn in on a Bible

Are you aware that the separation of which you speak is not in the
Constitution but RATHER was quoted by Jefferson and that has been used
erroneously out of context?

I’m sure you are – so then please explain to me – how do you explain that – I
mean how do you honestly justify that there is a separation when clearly the
founders did not EVER intend for their to be one.

thank you

Click to read how MRFF Senior Research Director Chris Rodda
schooled this emailer in American history

“RELGIOUS FREEDOM”

Hey Mr. Weinstein,
 
God made the heavens, who better to dedicate the Space Force service too!
 
Jesus is the only way to the true GOD and I support the action. No other god
has laid claim to that!
 
Thanks for your service.

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“GOD will win”

GOD will win

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein, MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,

and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Swearing in on the Bible”

Been legal and traditional since George Washington you demonic asshat. FU.

(name withheld)

To see response from MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Religious Freedom?”

I strongly believe your self-founded organization is misnamed! You
obviously don’t stand for religious freedom or you wouldn’t show such hate
towards those who exercise their rights of worship and belief. This country
was founded on that right!

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“Have you ever read the Bible?”

You need to take a vacation from being an idiot and read the Bible. This
country has survived because they put God first. Think about it. You have an
eternal choice to make.

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein, MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,

and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“separation of church and state is a good thing”

Hi. I’m a atheist and I believe that separation of church and state is a good
thing.

That being said, freedom is what this is mostly about. According to your
website, you are fighting for the freedom from Christian aggression towards
non Christian’s within the military. Unfortunately you have gone too far with
your “crusade”.

I assume we can agree that not every christian member of the US military
spends their time aggressively attacking or otherwise somehow reducing
other religions. I would say it’s a very small percentage of people in general
that live their life that way.

Your all or nothing approach has some issues that show your hypocrisy.

The very concept that you fight to limit the freedom of some over the
freedom of others based on their religion is troublesome. The bigger issue is
that you use the freedom given to you here as your base to attack those who
provide it. Even those who really aren’t “bad actors” until you decide they
are.

But much like evangelists on tv and various other groups, you’ve found a
nifty way to make money.

How very stereotypical of you.

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein, MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,

and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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