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Wednesday Afternoon, January 29, 2020

MRFF EMPHATICALLY CONDEMNS
PROPOSED TRUMP VA POLICY CHANGES

LETTING GOVERNMENT-FUNDED
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS RUN AMOK

Proposed VA policy changes would remove requirement for government-
funded religious social service providers to refer veterans who object to

their religious character to secular alternatives, and abolish the rule
prohibiting religious service providers from mixing religious activities

and proselytizing with their government-funded programs.

“This proposed rule change is simply horrific on every possible level. It
is the evil epitome of fundamentalist Christian privilege and supremacy

run amok." — MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein

MRFF OP-ED
ON DAILY KOS AND MEDIUM

VA Policy Change Would End Requirement
for Religious Service Providers to

Offer Secular Alternatives

By: MRFF Senior Research Director Chris Rodda

Wednesday, January 29, 2020

In 2010, then-President Barack Obama created rules,
through an executive order, for religious organizations
that receive social service program funds from the
government. One provision of these rules was that a
religious social service providers refer potential
clients to secular alternatives if a potential client

objected to the religious character of the religious provider, and that they
notify potential clients of their right to be referred to a secular alternative.
Obama’s executive order also stipulated that religious service providers
must keep all religious activities, “such as worship, religious instruction,
or proselytization,” separate from their government funded programs 
and completely voluntary.

President Trump has abolished these rules by executive order, paving the
way for the federal agencies that provide funding to religious organizations
— which include the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) — to change their
policies and regulations. And this is exactly what the VA is now doing,
through proposed policy changes that would lift all restrictions on
federally-funded religious organizations.

[…]

Mikey Weinstein, the founder and president of the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation (MRFF), emphatically condemned the proposed
policy changes:

“This proposed rule change is simply horrific on every possible level. It is
the evil epitome of fundamentalist Christian privilege and supremacy run
amok. It must not EVER be allowed to become an actual rule. Under Trump,
the Caligula in Chief, weaponized Christianity is being tremendously
encouraged to metastasize and is enjoying its illicit heyday in direct violation
of the Constitution, its construing federal and state caselaw, and all
government regulations to an extent never before seen in the history of the
republic.”

[…]

Click to read on Daily Kos

Click to read on Medium

MILITARY.COM
COVERS PROPOSED VA POLICY CHANGES

VA Proposes End to Obama-Era Policy
for Faith-Based Groups

By: Dorothy Mills-Gregg

Thursday, January 23, 2020

(Excerpts from Military.com/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The Department of Veterans Affairs wants to eliminate a rule requiring
faith-based organizations to find secular alternatives for veterans who
refuse help because of the groups' religious nature. The proposed change has
been published in the Federal Register.

[…]

Then-President Barack Obama created the rule for all faith-based
organizations to receive social service program funds from 13
departments with an executive order in 2010. President Donald Trump
eliminated that directive in 2018, giving the VA the power to change the
policy.

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie called it a "victory for religious freedom" and
said it would "end discrimination" against religious organizations in an Inside
Source post on Tuesday.

[…]

Wilkie also touted a rule change last year that allows veterans to leave bibles
and other religious items on display tables meant to celebrate vets.

[…]

Click to read Article
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