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Tuesday Afternoon, February 18, 2020

MRFF MAKES
CONGRESSIONAL PRAYER CAUCUS

"PRAYER FOR ANTI-FAITH GROUPS" LIST
MRFF is honored to be added to the six other distinguished

organizations on the Congressional Prayer Caucus Foundation's
"Prayer For Anti-Faith Groups" list of groups to pray for

(even though we're not an "Anti-Faith" group).

United States Capitol Building, Washington, D.C.

Over the years, MRFF has had many run-ins with members of the
unduly influential Congressional Prayer Caucus. The following

article provides a good expose of who these congressional
enemies to military religious freedom are.

USA TODAY
PROFILE OF THE

CONGRESSIONAL PRAYER CAUCUS

Prayer Caucus, funded by taxpayers,
defends faith in the public square

By: Paul Singer

September 28, 2015

(Excerpts from USA Today/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

One night a week, the taxpayer-funded congressional Prayer Caucus
meets in an ornate room in the U.S. Capitol to defend the role of (mostly)
Christian faith and prayer in the U.S. government.

The caucus was created by Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Va., in 2005, and now
includes about 90 members of the House, nearly all Republicans, one U.S.
senator and one paid staff member.

[…]

Like other congressional caucuses, several members kick in shares from
their taxpayer-funded office accounts to cover the approximately $50,000
annual salary of the staff member, Amy Vitale, who tracks legislation,
drafts letters and generally supports the work of the caucus.

[…]

The Prayer Caucus also has an outside non-profit organization that
supports its efforts, as are many other caucuses. The Congressional Prayer
Caucus Foundation operates out of a Chesapeake, Va., building Forbes
owns that also houses his campaign office. His wife, Shirley Forbes, is one of
three unpaid directors of the foundation. The foundation has one paid staff
member, executive director Lea Carawan, but operates entirely on private
funds. Carawan declined a request for an interview.

[…]

Forbes and other caucus members also got the Air Force to rewrite its basic
rule book to remove language about the primacy of religious neutrality
in the military and to offer more protection for expression of controversial
religious views.

[…]

Click to Read Article

Click to see what the Congressional Prayer Caucus is praying for

THE FREETHINKER
COVERS MRFF

‘Warrior Jesus’ set an example that US military
leaders should follow

By: Barry Duke

Monday, February 17, 2020

(Excerpts from The Freethinker/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

THAT’S the view of Mike Berry, above, of the First Liberty Institute, who
has intervened in a row concerning a 12-week seminar called ‘Lead Like
Jesus’ at Naval Station Newport in Rhode Island. 

Last month a flyer promoting the seminar – sent out by Cmdr Richard Clay
Smothers, chaplain at the station – caused widespread anger and sparked a
demand by the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) to
investigate the ad and punish those who sent it.

[…]

But retired Air Force Brigadier General Marty France — a MRFF
board member — sees things quite differently. Last month he fired off an
email to the base commander, Capt. Ian L Johnson, urging him to:

Move quickly on this blatant violation of the Constitution (that we both swore
to uphold) as well as DoD regulations.

France asked Johnson if he would be comfortable with a subordinate who
publicly called on commanders to “Lead like Mohammed” or pitched a
pro-atheist message on how to lead others.

[…]

Click to Read Article

THE WASHINGTON STANDARD
COVERS MRFF

Anti-Constitutionalist & Anti-Theist
Mikey Weinstein Attacks Navy Chaplain:
Claims He Is Violating Constitution By

Encouraging Soldiers To “Lead Like Jesus”

By: Tim Brown

Sunday, February 16, 2020

(Excerpts from The Washington Standard/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Cmdr. Richard Smothers is being assaulted by little Mikey Weinstein, the
founder of Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF). Because
Cmdr. Smothers is a Navy chaplain who teaches an optional 12-week
seminar called “Lead Like Jesus” at a Naval Station in Rhode Island,
Weinstein and his ilk simply cannot tolerate the freedoms that Smothers has
and that are protected under the Constitution’s First Amendment. Yet,
Weinstein claims the Navy chaplain is violating the Constitution by teaching
such a course.

[…]

Weinstein and those involved with him seem hell-bent on attacking
Christians for simply exercising the God-given rights. However, apparently,
they don’t know who they are dealing with.

[…]

Click to Read Article

CLICK FOR BACKGROUND ON THE "LEAD LIKE JESUS" EMAIL
SENT TO COMMANDERS AT NAVAL STATION NEWPORT

HATE RECEIVED VIA SNAIL MAIL:

“Thanks for your involvement at Newport Naval Station”

Mr. Weinstein,

Reading of your organizations effort to remove the compulsory aspects of the
“Lead like Jesus” series at Newport Naval Station was gratifying. The
Humanists of Rhode Island, of which I am a member, is also an organization
that works to maintain church-state separation and true religious
freedom. Our group salutes your work here in our state. If you ever have a
need for additional support, please let us know.

(name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

"Prayer breakfast at our installation"

Mr. Weinstein and the MRFF,

I am writing you on behalf of over a dozen of us at (overseas military
installation name withheld) which you all helped us to stop being forced
against our wills to attend the National Prayer Breakfast which happened
recently. I am Christian but many of us who asked the MRFF to help are also
not Christians. 

Our Commander and his Exec.Staff sent out an e-mail about this event and it
was made very clear that, though technically ‘voluntary’ it was really
expected that we attend.

The chosen speaker was a evangelical pastor who used to be in the military.
He is totally not inclusive of other faiths and is very anti-Muslim and anti-
LGBTQ.

We called Mikey Weinstein to get things going. Mikey got us in touch with
the MRFF rep at (overseas military installation name withheld) and then they
both spoke tried to get ahold of our Commander and his staff. But no one
would take those calls. So Mikey and the MRFF rep spoke instead to our
JAG and PA staffers.

It took only those couple of calls to fix this mess. 

Suddenly the prayer breakfast invite was changed so it came from our
Chaplains instead of our Commander.

This made all the difference.

Thank you to Mr. Mikey Weinstein and the MRFF for taking our complaints
and getting it all fixed despite our Commander refusing to even talk to you
all.

HOOAH MRFF!! (Active Duty U.S. Military member’s name, rank, MOS,
duty title, unit and installation all withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

“What is religious freedom?”

I find the name of your organisation rather ironic. You claim to promote
religious freedom, yet you want to prevent anyone from speaking about
religion. The US constitution says “Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion or PROHIBITTING THE FREE EXERCISE
THEREOF; OR ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH…”

In plain English that means that I am free to talk about my religious faith and
you are free to talk about your non-belief in a God WITHOUT the
government trying to intervene, not matter where this occurs.

So by trying to silence even the mention of the name of Jesus you are trying
to PROHIBIT the free exercise of religion and abridging the freedom of
speech. You are also seeking to DENY those who do believe in a god to
practice that faith by denying them the ability to learn of opportunities to do
so.

In the recent case of the chaplain who called a seminar ‘Lead Like Jesus’ you
are overlooking the fact that whatever you believe about who Jesus is
claimed to be, he demonstrated some admirable leadership qualities and
methods that would be readily recognised in the secular world.

Yours sincerely,

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board
Members Mike Farrell and Marty France,

and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“To Michael L. Weinstein please”

Dear Mr Michael L. Weinstein

The constitution says that Congress can make NO law of the FREE exercise
of religion or faith.
That includes the government AND military! You can’t bar them from
This freedom!
You have a mislead views of the constitution. The separation of church and
state is not a law.The original intent was so that the government can’t force
any particular denomination on the people!
That came from when England would force all to belong to a church of their
choosing. The USA has no right to bar the FREE exercise if ones faith!
You are fighting against the Lord God
And I would not do this if I were you because God is a God of righteousness
and justice!

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board
Members Mike Farrell and Marty France,

and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!

   

https://facebook.com/mikeymrff
https://www.twitter.com/mikeyweinstein
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