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Kafkaesque Battle For Religious Freedom
Coming To The Screen

By: Paul Rosenberg

Tuesday, March 24, 2020

(Excerpts from Crooks and Liars/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

For 15 years, the Military Religious Freedom Foundation has been
defending the men and women who defend America when their First
Amendment religious freedom comes under attack from fundamentalist
religious zealots. The close-knit tribal, hierarchical culture of the military
makes it virtually impossible for individual servicemembers to stand up for
themselves, which is what makes MRFF an invaluable life-saver in countless
incidents—hundreds every month that never see the light of day—as well as
a handful every year that do gain attention, but are rarely well understood by
those outside of the military.

But that's about to change. On March 18, MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein announced a deal with screenwriter and producer Jesse
Maiman to tell MRFF's story in a feature film or tv series.

"I am just thrilled to be able to announce this," Weinstein said in a press
release. "Jesse is a genuinely gifted young screenwriting talent. He has been
able to grasp and capture the raw essence and myriad complexities of the
often brutal MRFF civil rights advocacy mission as no one else in Hollywood
has ever done before."

"Mikey’s tireless advocacy on behalf of service-members and their
families is not only an inspiration, but also a wake up call," Maiman said.
"It demands we ask the question, ‘Do we know what’s happening in our
military?’ His stranger- than-fiction battles with politicians, pundits, power
brokers, and zealots provide an entertaining tapestry for examining that core
question."

Religious coercion is a serious problem—and not just for religious
minorities. Indeed, 95% of MRFF’s clients over the years have been
Christians. MRFF’s struggle is not—as the religious right would have it—a
battle of unbelievers against Christians. It’s a battle of all sorts of believers—
and non-believers—in defense of religious freedom for all, and against
coercion for anyone. It’s a struggle going on all across America, but with
particular intensity inside the military, where dissent is especially difficult.

Now, that struggle will be seen as never before. “When you have a movie
that comes out, it can be an extraordinary transformative transcendent
experience,” Weinstein said.

[...]

Although it's an ensemble story, Weinstein’s role in it looms large, and
clearly excite Maiman. “One thing I love about what Mikey does is the cliché
is ‘defending the First Amendment.’ We always talk about ‘defending the
First Amendment,’ But what I love about what Mikey does is he goes on
the offensive for the First Amendment, ” Maiman said. “He fights battles
on enemy territory on behalf of the First Amendment. And I think that’s
something that’s a fascinating thing for people to see.”

[...]

Another example he cites is the Jesus Rifles controversy brought to national
attention in January 2010, when  ABC News reported that a military
contractor Trijicon, inscribed bible verses on high-powered rifle sights
provided to the U.S. military. Weinstein told ABC that many MRFF clients
had complained about inscriptions.

"This is probably the best example of violation of the separation of
church and state in this country," Weinstein told ABC. "It's literally
pushing fundamentalist Christianity at the point of a gun against the
people that we're fighting. We're emboldening an enemy."

"It is a rallying cry for the Taliban,” Al Jazeera's Kabul correspondent, David
Chater,  said at the time . “It gives them a propaganda tool."

That’s what makes it so compelling for Maiman. “I feel like if Joe Public
found out about it, even if they were religiously Christian, even if they were
politically conservative, they can understand how dangerous these things
are,” he said. “And that's an important thing for me, I don’t want this movie
to only play to half the country.”

Finally, there’s one crucial question that’s left to be answered. “People have
asked, ‘Well who's going to play you Mikey?’” Weinstein said. “As a
joke, my children, being somewhat unkind have said ‘Danny DeVito
would be great. But he's too tall.’”

Click to read on Crooks and Liars

LA PROGRESSIVE
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Kafkaesque Battle For Religious Freedom
Coming To The Screen
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LA Progressive reprints Paul Rosenberg's article
from Crooks and Liars

Click to read on LA Progressive

Click to Read MRFF's Development Deal Press Release

PAST MRFF PRODUCTIONS
AND PUBLICATIONS

Constantine's Sword
Documentary by Oscar Nominated

Director Oren Jacoby,
featuring the Weinstein Family

The film explores the life of James Carroll; a former Catholic priest who set
out to confront his past and reveal the truth behind religious based violence
and war. The personal adversity experienced by the Weinsteins at the United
States Air Force Academy plays an integral role as a thread throughout the
documentary.

Click here to watch the Trailer (2:16)

Click to Rent or Buy on YouTube

With God On Our Side
Short Feature Film

With God On Our Side is presented by the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation. The film’s emotional presentation will serve in garnering support
for the foundation. The movie captures in a short format the Weinstein family
struggle against a fundamentalist evangelical coup in the U.S. military.

The short film was written and directed by Justin Guerrieri, a Stanford and
University of Southern California postgraduate film student. Mr. Guerrieri
has to his credit past short feature film festival awards.

Click to Watch on YouTube (5:40)

MRFF's Sizzle Reel

MRFF's short promotional video distributed to the film industry.

Click to Watch (1:27)

With God On Our Side
By Mikey Weinstein and Davin Seay

St. Martin's Press, 2006

With God On Our Side is a shocking expose of life inside the United States
Air Force Academy and the systematic program of indoctrination sanctioned,
coordinated, and carried out by fundamentalist evangelical Christians within
the U.S. Military.

It is also the story of Michael L. "Mikey" Weinstein, a proud graduate of
USAFA who single-handedly brought to light the evangelical's utter
disregard of the constitutional principle of separation of church and state that
is so essential to the nation's military mission.

Click to Purchase on Amazon

No Snowflake In An Avalanche
by Mikey Weinstein and Davin Seay

Vireo, 2012

"Martin Luther King, Jr., was that rare 'snowflake' who provided the
avalanche of civil rights in the 1960s. Today, Mikey Weinstein duplicates his
act to fight for freedom of and from religion in the armed services."

— Ed Asner , Emmy Award-winning Actor and former President of the
Screen Actors Guild

Click to Purchase on Amazon

When Christians Break Bad:
Letters from the Insane, Inane, and Profane

by Bonnie Weinstein

Rare Bird Books, 2019

Jaw-dropping collection of hate mail and threats towards MRFF’s efforts.

Click to Purchase on Amazon

You Can Be A Good Speller or a Hater,
But You Can't Be Both

by Bonnie Weinstein

Rare Bird Books, 2014

A shocking insight into the sick minds of the fundamentalist Christian
"American Taliban," featuring original artwork and previously-unreleased
material.

Click to Purchase on Amazon

This Beautiful City
Mikey Weinstein Portrayed
in Major Theater Production

by Steve Cosson and The Civilians

Click to Visit Play Program

"Your Air Force Letter"

My name is (name withheld) and I am stunned at the revelation of the AF
god-nazi Bullshit. I am a Christian and the only reason I’m able to choose
that is because this is free country: free for all religions. I am thrilled about
your work and vigilance. And, man oh man, you right a good letter!!
Thank you, (name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Board Member John Compere,
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,

and MRFF Supporter Mike Challman:

Click to Read in Inbox

"you do the devil’s work"

To the angry man with the same last name as Harvey and religion as Harvey
and Jeffrey Epstein.

Let me get this right Mickey.

The nation and the world are fighting for their lives due to Covid-19 which
may or may not be from satan himself.

But you and your little MRRF cohorts are forcing our Air Force to take down
a comforting video for its airmen about the only true Lord and Savior which
can help stop this deadly virus?

[...]

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Member
Mike Farrell and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to Read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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