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INFLUENTIAL U.S. CONGRESSWOMAN
AND DISTINGUISHED JEWISH & CIVIL RIGHTS
ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORT MRFF'S DEMAND

TO REPLACE NAZI HEADSTONES

The VA's deplorable refusal to replace the headstones has
gained national and international attention – and the attention of

Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz.

Background: A MRFF client, a retired U.S. military colonel, visiting
the grave of his grandfather, who fought the Nazis in World War II,

was shocked and sickened to discover headstones of German
POWs with swastikas and inscriptions extolling their service to
their "Fuhrer" in the same Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

In response to MRFF's demand that the Nazi swastika
headstones be replaced, the Department of Veterans
Affairs OUTRAGEOUSLY vowed to "preserve these

headstones" to "protect historic resources"!

PRESS RELEASE FROM
REP. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ
SUPPORTING MRFF'S DEMAND TO

REPLACE NAZI HEADSTONES
Chair of the U.S. House Military Construction and

Veterans Affairs Appropriations Subcommittee

Washington DC – The U.S. House Military Construction and Veterans Affairs 
Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL-23) 
released the following statement calling for the removal of headstones 
bearing swastikas on Nazi soldiers’ graves buried in national veterans 
cemeteries in Texas and Utah:

“It is deeply troubling and terribly offensive that
swastika-adorned headstones that include messages
honoring Hitler continue to stand in this nation’s Veterans
Administration National Cemeteries. Allowing these
gravestones to remain with the swastikas and messages in
place – symbols of hatred, racism, intolerance, and
genocide – is offensive to veterans who risked, and often

lost, their lives defending this country and our way of life. It is also a stain on 
the hallowed ground where so many veterans and their families are laid to 
rest. Families who visit their loved ones who are buried in the same 
cemeteries with the Nazi soldiers whom they fought against, should never 
have to confront symbols of hatred that are antithetical to our American 
values. The VA’s decision to leave the swastika’s in place, as well as the 
messages honoring Hitler, while ignoring calls to take the headstones down is 
callous, irresponsible and unacceptable – and comes at a time when 
documented antisemitic incidents in the United States have reached a 
new high. While this may be a long-standing bureaucratic policy, that is no 
excuse for allowing it to continue. It is never too late to do the right thing. I 
call on the VA to eliminate this antiquated policy and immediately replace 
these inappropriate and insensitive headstones.”

Click to read on Rep. Wasserman Schultz's website

MRFF OP-ED ON
LA PROGRESSIVE

The Nazis Must Never Be Honored,
Especially Not for History’s Sake

By:   Lawrence Wilkerson, Col. U.S. Army, (Ret.)
MRFF Advisory Board Member

Visiting Professor of Government and Public Policy
at the College of William and Mary,

former Chief of Staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell

Wednesday, May 13, 2020

(Excerpts from LA Progressive/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Mikey Weinstein, the fiery, combative leader of the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation (MRFF), stirs a lot of pots. Since I took the place of
slain, former U.S. Navy SEAL, Glen Doherty, killed in Benghazi in 2012, on
the MRFF’s Advisory Board, all of the pots Mikey’s furiously stirred have
merited the whipping. But none more than the present one concerning
Nazi grave markers in two cemeteries now under the responsibility of
the U.S. Veterans Administration, the “VA.”

One Jewish-American summed it up emphatically in an email to Mikey:
“The headstones were wrong on Day 1. They are wrong today. They will
be wrong tomorrow and the day after.”

Indeed. The argument, allegedly being advanced by the VA, that the
gravemarkers in the Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery (Texas) and the Ft.
Douglas Post Cemetery (Utah) were there when the VA took over
responsibility for the cemeteries, and that in the 1940s the Army approved
them, simply doesn’t pass muster.  Preserving that sort of sordid, divisive
history is not something the German state itself condones, and certainly
should not be rationalized by the America that refused Jews sanctuary in
1940 and only belatedly, after seeing the utter horror of the Nazi Death
Camps, “did the right thing.”

Not doing the right thing again in the future is a possibility so pregnant with
possibility under the present regime in Washington, that all decent human
beings amongst us should shudder at any provocation to do so, let alone one
as blatant and “officially approved” as this one. Whether in Brunswick,
Georgia, in the Michigan capitol building, or at the Virginia statehouse, the
evidence is too stark to ignore.  Racism, hate-filled rhetoric, and anti-
Semitism is on the rise in America, as all scholars of these hateful
phenomena reluctantly acknowledge today. Such hateful developments
require positive action, not subtle encouragement.

[...]

History, and the preservation thereof, is apparently the principal plea of the
VA. And this “bow to history” occurs at the expense of the insult so rendered
to all the hundreds of GI graves in the cemeteries and, even more galling, to
those family members and friends who might visit, like the gentleman who
brought the situation to the attention of the MRFF in the first place.

[...]

Click to read on LA Progressive

Click to read reprint on Daily Kos

Nazi POW swastika headstones in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery

JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY (JTA)
COVERS MRFF

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz calls on VA to
replace headstones inscribed with swastikas

By : Ron Kampeas

Friday, May 15, 2020

(Excerpts from JTA/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

WASHINGTON (JTA) — A leading Jewish congresswoman called on the
Department of Veterans Affairs to replace three headstones in military
cemeteries bearing swastikas and invoking Hitler.

“It is deeply troubling and terribly offensive that swastika-adorned
headstones that include messages honoring Hitler continue to stand in this
nation’s Veterans Administration National Cemeteries,” Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, D-Fla., said Friday in a statement. “The VA’s decision
to leave the swastika’s in place, as well as the messages honoring Hitler,
while ignoring calls to take the headstones down is callous, irresponsible and
unacceptable – and comes at a time when documented antisemitic
incidents in the United States have reached a new high.”

Wasserman Schultz is among the most senior Jewish Democrats in Congress
and for a number of years chaired the Democratic National Committee.

Earlier this week, the Military Religious Freedom Foundation called on
Veterans Affairs to replace the headstones on the graves of German prisoners
of war who died in U.S. internment camps during World War II. Two are in a
Houston cemetery and another is in Salt Lake City.

[…]

Click to Read Article

STARS AND STRIPES
COVERS MRFF

Advocacy group calls for removal of swastikas from
vet cemeteries in Texas and Utah, VA says no

By : Rose L. Thayer

Wednesday, May 13, 2020

(Excerpts from Stars and Stripes/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

AUSTIN, Texas — Three German soldiers’ gravestones etched with
swastikas will remain in national cemeteries in Texas and Utah, the
Department of Veterans Affairs said Wednesday, despite demands from an
advocacy group to have them removed.

[...]

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation, which attempts to protect
religious freedom for service members, said it is demanding the VA remove
the symbols, which were discovered recently by a retired colonel visiting his
Jewish grandfather’s grave at the Texas cemetery. Mikey Weinstein, founder
of the MRFF and a former Air Force officer, said he will not reveal the
identity of the retired colonel, who fears reprisal from the VA.

[...]

The VA’s National Cemetery Administration released a statement
Wednesday that it “will continue to preserve these headstones, like every
past administration has.”

[...]

“It’s intolerable,” Weinstein said. “This should not require explaining why
this is wrong.”

More so, he argued the headstones also display the phrase, which translated
from German, reads: “HE DIED FAR FROM HOME FOR FUHRER,
PEOPLE AND FATHERLAND.”

[...]

Rabbi Joel R. Schwartzman, a retired Air Force colonel and chaplain, said
the concern is the headstones could become a rallying point for white
supremacists. As a supporter of MRFF, he said he has responded to emails
that the foundation has received supporting the presence of the swastikas.

“There are reasons why most rational southern states are taking down their
Civil War monuments,” Schwartzman wrote. “They are symbols that
preserve a past no decent person would wish to see repeated or
replicated.”

[...]

Click to Read Article

THE NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
COVERS MRFF

Military group wants Nazi gravestones
changed; Veterans Administration

says they’re ‘protected history’

By : Theresa Braine

Wednesday, May 13, 2020

(Excerpts from the Daily News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A nonprofit group dedicated to keeping religion out of the military is
demanding the removal of three German World War II POW
gravestones adorned with Nazi symbols from U.S. military cemeteries.

The graves have been there since the 1940s, when German soldiers who had
been transported to the U.S. after being captured died and were buried
alongside the people who had fought so valiantly against them.

The Veterans Administration calls them “protected history” and said they
will stand.

[…]

The retired officer who alerted the nonprofit group, the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation, to the graves kept his name out of it, he said, because
he feared retribution given the increasing rash of anti-Semitism around the
world, as reported by the Associated Press.

“This is the hallowed ground of people who gave their life for this country,”
the man told Military Times. “To be buried next to people they fought
displaying that symbol of hate is disgusting.”

“Leave out the Nazi symbols and the statement they honored Adolf
Hitler and the fatherland,” he told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

[…]

Click to Read Article

THE DAILY MAIL (U.K.)
COVERS MRFF

VA refuses to remove 'shocking and inexcusable'
Nazi symbols and tributes to Hitler from

headstones of German POWs in Texas military
cemetery because they are protected history

By : Leah Simpson

Wednesday, May 13, 2020

(Excerpts from the Daily Mail/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The Veterans Affairs has refused to remove swastikas from the graves of
German prisoners of war, stating they are to 'preserve these headstones' to
'protect historic resources'.

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) demanded they be
replaced after a retired U.S. military colonel visiting the grave of his
grandfather, who fought the Nazis in World War II, was 'sickened to discover
the headstones' at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery in Texas.

As well as the offensive symbol inside an iron cross carving, the headstones
also have inscriptions that read: 'He died far from his home for the Führer,
people and fatherland.'

[…]

However the VA has said the 76-year-old headstones must remain in order to
serve as a reminder of World War II.

'VA is aware of three headstones – two at Ft. Sam Houston National
Cemetery and one at Ft. Douglas Post Cemetery – that include these symbols.
All of the headstones date back to the 1940s, when the Army approved the
inscriptions in question,' National Cemetery Administration spokesman Les'
Melnyk said in a statement. 

'Both Ft. Sam Houston and Ft. Douglas cemeteries were subsequently
transferred to the VA's National Cemetery Administration, in 1973 and 2019,
respectively.

'The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 assigns stewardship
responsibilities to federal agencies, including VA and Army, to protect
historic resources, including those that recognize divisive historical figures
or events. For this reason, VA will continue to preserve these headstones,
like every past administration has.'

[…]

Click to Read Article

PREVIOUS COVERAGE OF MRFF'S DEMAND TO REPLACE
THE NAZI HEADSTONES AND THE DEPT. OF VETERANS

AFFAIRS' APPALLING VOW TO PRESERVE THEM

DISTINGUISHED JEWISH AND
CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS

SUPPORT MRFF IN DEMANDING THE
REPLACEMENT OF NAZI HEADSTONES

The Southern Poverty Law Center
Joins MRFF in Demanding the
Replacement of the Headstones

SPLC joins the Military Religious Freedom Foundation and other civil
liberties groups in calling for the removal of headstones bearing swastikas on
the graves of Nazi soldiers buried in national veterans cemeteries in Texas
and Utah. 

Surely the Veterans administration does not support Nazis. Have they
forgotten the nearly half-million of American soldiers who sacrificed their
lives to defeat them in World War II? Have they forgotten the millions of
Jews who died in the Holocaust?

Do they have no awareness of the continuing potency of the swastika, the
symbol irrevocably connected to these atrocities?

The VA’s refusal to replace these headstones comes at a time when
documented antisemitic incidents in the United States have reached a new
high: over 2,000 incidents in 2019, a 12 per cent increase over the prior year,
according to ADL’s Center on Extremism’s annual tabulation.

[…]

Click to read at the Southern Poverty Law Center

B'nai B'rith International
Writes Letter to Sec. of Veterans Affairs

Demanding Replacement of the Headstones
May 14, 2020

The Honorable Robert Wilkie
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On behalf of B’nai B’rith International’s more than 100,000 members and
supporters in over 40 countries, we write to express our outrage over the
display of swastikas, iron crosses, and quotes honoring Adolf Hitler on the
gravestones of three German prisoners of war in the Fort Sam Houston and
Fort Douglas military cemeteries. These deeply offensive symbols and
language appear alongside the tombstones of American soldiers, including
some who fought Nazi oppression in World War II.

As America’s oldest and best-known Jewish advocacy and social service
organization, we are greatly pained that such sacred ground in Texas and
Utah is besmirched by the ghastly emblems of a genocidal regime that sought
to destroy the Jewish people. That the gravesites are maintained with
taxpayer dollars only adds to the offense.

We are living in an age when anti-Semitism is increasing and knowledge of
the Holocaust is diminishing. The fact that swastikas today appear on
placards in rallies demonstrates the extent to which the lessons of the
Holocaust are being forgotten, as the darkest symbols and motifs of that era
become trivialized.

[...]

Click to read entire letter

Columbus Jewish Foundation
Supports MRFF's Demand

Dishonoring our war heroes

At issue are grave sites at two Federal Veteran cemeteries: the Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery in Texas and the Fort Douglas Post Cemetery in
Utah. Both were used to inter dozens of remains of enemy troops following
World War II. Some of the tombstones bear swastika images. The Military
Religious Freedom Foundation called for the removal of the odious
symbols. Shockingly, Veterans Affairs officials say they have a duty to
preserve these symbols of evil. This violates all norms of common sense and
decency. 

It is a travesty to allow State-sanctioned swastikas on our democracy’s most
hallowed grounds. Even Germany has banned the ugly imagery of the
swastika. The German criminal code prohibits the public use of the swastika
with punishments ranging from fines to up to three years in prison. 

Mikey Weinstein, the founder and president of the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation is under attack for insisting that swastika grave markers
be removed from America’s national cemeteries. Weinstein (who graduated
with honors from the United States Air Force Academy and is recognized as
one of the 100 Most Influential People in U.S. Defense by Defense News)
should be thanked for his efforts rather than vilified. 

The Nazi markers should be removed immediately. The swastika was the
national flag of Germany’s Third Reich; the hakenkreuz was Hitler’s banner,
the penultimate symbol of evil. Swastikas insult the memories of freedom’s
defenders. 

The American patriots who valiantly died to save us from Hitler’s Thousand
Year Reich deserve more respect than Nazi calling cards dishonoring their
eternal rest.

Jackie Jacobs
Executive Director Emeritus
Columbus Jewish Foundation

The American Jewish Committee
Posts Its Support For MRFF's

Demand on Facebook

Americans United for
Separation of Church and State

Tweets Their Support of MRFF's Demand

2008 – THE ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL COVERS THE ANTI-
SEMITISM FACED BY MIKEY WEINSTEIN AND HIS FAMILY

2012 – MRFF'S EXPOSURE OF PHOTO OF MARINES WITH NAZI
SS FLAG LEADS TO APOLOGY AND OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION BY

COMMANDANT OF MARINE CORPS

2017 – CNET COVERS THE ANTI-SEMITISM FACED BY MIKEY
WEINSTEIN AND HIS FAMILY

2018 – MIKEY WEINSTEIN HONORED BY JEWISH WAR VETERANS
OF MINNESOTA

2019 – THE ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL COVERS MORE ANTI-
SEMITISM AGAINST MIKEY WEINSTEIN AND HIS FAMILY

“Thank you”

Greetings, MRFF.

Thank you for your support of the 22 chaplains who reached out to you after
Chaplain Colonel Kim sent out the booklet that declared that God would
judge those who accepted gay marriage.

Reading that in the materials sent out to members like me of 
FaithfulAmerica.org  was a great thing. I don’t often think of MRFF but this
reminded me to make a donation which I did in memory of my father.

Blessings on your work. It is NEEDED!

(name withheld)

Click to Read in Inbox

“VA under fire for defending the preservation
of swastika headstones for Nazi troops

buried in US national cemeteries”

My father and other family members fought during WWII to overthrow
Hitler. My father served during the Battle of the Bulge and we do not in any
way defend what the Nazis did or what they stood for. However, the being
said. Take your complaint and shove it up your ass. You are as disgusting as
the Nazis were. I would never contribute one more penny to you. We can do
quite will without haters of any race, color, creed, national origin, sexual
orientation or religion.

(name withheld)

To see responses from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein,

MRFF Board Member John Compere, and
MRFF Advisory Board Member Larry Wilkerson:

Click to Read in Inbox

“Lay off the Nazi bullshit”

Just leave the dead alone man. I don’t see the need to trample on any
soldier’s grave. Let them rest in peace and find something more worthwhile
to be outraged about. Signed: a veteran of Desert Shield/Desert Storm.

Regards,
(name withheld)

To see responses from
MRFF Advisory Board Mike Farrell

and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to Read in Inbox

“ Destroying Headstones
is Not in Your Mission Statement ”

One thing that used to set America apart from our enemies around the world
is that we used to treat our defeated enemies with a measure of respect. This
was helpful because enemy soldiers would often surrender rather than
fighting to the death because they heard that America would treat prisoners
fairly. Once “W” Bush started torturing people, that reputation has been
severely damaged.

[...]

To see response from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein:

Click to Read in Inbox

“ German soldiers in VA cemeteries ”

Sir/Ma’am, 

I am opposed to the fight over German headstones in cemeteries. Let these
men lay in peace identified by the military they served.

If this offends so much then the next logical step would be to remove all
Confederate headstones in American cemeteries. But I don’t think that would
be popular.

Thank you,
(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to Read in Inbox

“ Swastikas from Graves ”

To Michael L. Weinstein,

I heard of your desire to take down swastikas from POW graves, and am
confused.

I am not sure if you are trying to “erase” the Nazis, or erase history. Either
way, when you erase history, you erase the ability to learn from it.

Today you innocently remove all the swastikas from America,

and tomorrow people start saying the Holocaust never happened. Think about
that.
.

From a Proud Jew,

(name withheld)

To see responses from
MRFF Board Member John Compere and

MRFF Ally Rabbi Joel Schwartzman, Chaplain, Col. USAF (Ret):

Click to Read in Inbox

“ German Headstones ”

Listen up you filthy like.

I’M A U.S. NAVY VETERAN WHO ALSO SERVED WITH THE
MARINE CORPS.

I WANT THE GERMAN HEADSTONES LEFT ALONE AND CARED
FOR APPROPRIATELY. I WASN’T ALIVE DURING WWII, DIDN’T
FIGHT IN THAT WAR AND I DON’T WANT AN APOLOGY.

I AM NOT OFFENDED.

(name withheld)

To see responses from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein and

MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to Read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!

 

https://facebook.com/mikeymrff
https://www.twitter.com/mikeyweinstein
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=TN55oMjJ-CQ&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=TN55oMjJ-CQ&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=TN55oMjJ-CQ&c=5&r=1
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1101766362531&p=oi
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/rep-debbie-wasserman-shultz-press-release-va-must-remove-hate-symbols-from-national-cemeteries/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/the-nazis-must-never-be-honored-especially-not-for-historys-sake/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/the-nazis-must-never-be-honored-especially-not-for-historys-sake/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/rep-debbie-wasserman-schultz-calls-on-va-to-replace-headstones-inscribed-with-swastikas/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/advocacy-group-calls-for-removal-of-swastikas-from-vet-cemeteries-in-texas-and-utah-va-says-no/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/military-group-wants-nazi-gravestones-changed-veterans-administration-says-theyre-protected-history/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/va-refuses-to-remove-shocking-and-inexcusable-nazi-symbols-and-tributes-to-hitler-from-headstones-of-german-pows-in-texas-military-cemetery-because-they-are-protected-history/
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/2020/5-12-20-MRFF-Demands-Immediate-Replacement-of-Nazi-POW-Swastika-Headstones.pdf
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/the-department-of-veterans-affairs-must-remove-hate-symbols-from-national-cemeteries/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/bnai-brith-international-letter-to-sec-of-veterans-affairs/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/swastika.html
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/NYT_Militarydotcom_YT_02-10-12base.html
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/heres-the-brutal-reality-of-online-hate/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Mikey_Weinstein_Receives_Distinguished_Honor_JWV.pdf
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2019/04/the-albuquerque-journal-albuquerque-man-committed-to-battling-bigotry-in-the-military/
http://faithfulamerica.org/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/thank-you-50/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/va-under-fire-for-defending-the-preservation-of-swastika-headstones-for-nazi-troops-buried-in-us-national-cemeteries-2/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/youre-a-sick-man/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/destroying-headstones-is-not-in-your-mission-statement/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/destroying-headstones-is-not-in-your-mission-statement/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/destroying-headstones-is-not-in-your-mission-statement/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/german-soldiers-in-va-cemeteries/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/german-soldiers-in-va-cemeteries/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/swastikas-from-graves/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/swastikas-from-graves/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/german-headstones/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2020/05/german-headstones/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-3967302
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/support-mrff/make-a-donation/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/make-a-donation/#constitutionsociety
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/helpbuildthewall/

