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MRFF THREATENS TO SUE
DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
OVER NAZI HEADSTONES IN
NATIONAL CEMETERIES
MRFF's demand to the Department of Veterans Affairs to
replace German POW headstones adorned with swastikas and
inscriptions extolling their service to their "Fuhrer" covered by

Military.com and Newsweek
MRFF's fight against the VA's OUTRAGEOUS vow to
"preserve these headstones" to "protect historic resources"
has gained national and international attention – the support of
distinguished Jewish and civil rights organizations – and the
support of Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz.

Nazi swastika on one of the headstones in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery

MILITARY.COM
COVERS MRFF
(10 Million registered readers)

Group Threatens to Sue VA over Nazi Symbols in
National Veterans Cemeteries
By : Richard Sisk
Tuesday, May 19, 2020
(Excerpts from Military.comEmphasis Added by MRFF)

An advocacy group is preparing to go to court unless the Department of
Veterans Affairs swiftly removes Nazi symbols and references to Adolf
Hitler from the headstones of three German prisoners of war from World
War II buried in national veterans cemeteries.
The swastikas and inscriptions, which state in German, "He died far from his
home for the Führer, people and fatherland," should not be allowed in VA
cemeteries where American veterans are interred, said Mikey Weinstein,
chairman of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation.
The symbols and the inscriptions "must be eradicated and eradicated
now," he said Tuesday. "This is completely and totally wrong."
Weinstein, a former Air Force captain and graduate of the Air Force
Academy, said MRFF is prepared to go to federal court if the VA refuses
to remove the headstones. He also called on Congress to take action.
[…]
Weinstein said he was alerted to their presence by a retired colonel, whose
name he withheld, who saw the headstones while visiting his Jewish
grandfather's grave at the Texas cemetery and learned of the third headstone
in Utah.
Weinstein said he wrote to VA Secretary Robert Wilkie last Monday,
demanding their removal.
[…]
In a statement Monday, Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Florida and
chair of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs, said, "The VA's decision to leave the swastikas in place,
as well as the messages honoring Hitler, while ignoring calls to take the
headstones down, is callous, irresponsible and unacceptable."
Click to Read Article

NEWSWEEK
COVERS MRFF
VA Will Let Headstones with Swastikas Stand In
Veterans’ Cemeteries Despite Push from
Congresswoman, Civil Rights Groups
By : Daniel Villarreal
Monday, May 18, 2020
(Excerpts from Newsweek/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has decided against removing
swastikas from the gravestones of Nazi military officers who died as U.S.
prisoners of war (POWs) during World War II. The VA office made its
decision after anti-extremist organizations and at least one U.S.
representative asked it to remove the symbols.
The initial request to the VA to remove the swastika-marked gravestones
came from Mikey Weinstein, a Jewish former service member who founded
the nonprofit Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF), a nonprofit
dedicated to maintaining religious freedom in the armed forces. The MRFF
made the request after a retired U.S. military colonel saw the gravestones
while visiting the grave of his grandfather, who fought Nazis during World
War II.
[…]
The MRFF then drew attention to the issue by assembling a group of
supportive organizations including the Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC), an anti-extremist organization; the American Jewish Committee, a
Jewish advocacy group; and Democratic Florida Representative Debbie
Wasserman Schultz. They all called upon the VA to remove the swastikas
from the headstones of veteran cemeteries in Texas and Utah.
[…]
Click to Read Article

MRFF OP-ED
ON DAILY KOS
Gravestones, Swastikas,
Memorial Day, and Hypocrisy
By : MRFF Advisory Board Member Martin France
Wednesday, May 19, 2020
As we approach Memorial Day, dedicated to honoring
those that have fallen in service to our nation, we should
not only honor their heroism and mourn their loss, but
also consider how we should think about our past
enemies. Such a discussion is playing out now as a
member of Congress, the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation (MRFF), and others appeal to the Veterans'
Administration to replace or remove swastika-inscribed
headstones from the graves of former World War II
German POWs that passed away on American soil and are now buried in
taxpayer-supported, national VA cemeteries, alongside American service
members who fought fascism and the toxic, racist, genocidal Nazi ideology
and war machine.
Many have written to us expressing the argument that the Nazi swastikas
should stand, for solely historical reasons or to "honor" these soldiers, with
one of the more civil responses being along the lines of: "These soldiers
served their country whether willingly or not, they may have felt that what
they were doing was right, just as we have felt that many of our choices were
right, even when they turned out to be wrong."
Another said that "Those headstones were placed to honor those 3 men."
I don't see it that way – at least not on American soil.
[...]
To follow the argument of those who would honor the symbols of our
enemies, let's consider an example. Should we then have assembled the
remains (if possible) of one or more of the 9/11 terrorists (or any other Al
Qaeda terrorist deceased on American soil) and placed them in a VA
cemetery with an Al Qaeda (or ISIS) emblem or banner on their
headstone because that's what they fought and died for? Next to the
graves of real American heroes who fought against them? Then what about
the body of Osama bin Laden himself (since we had his body)? No. We chose
to dispose of his body into the ocean. As far as I know it wasn't desecrated,
but it also wasn't placed among those we honor on Memorial Day. Should
the body of a terrorist (treated as a POW or enemy combatant) who
might die awaiting trial at Guantanamo Bay be buried in one of our VA
cemeteries? Again, the answer is clear.
[...]
Click to Read Article

Nazi POW swastika headstones in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery

SALON COVERS MRFF'S DEMAND TO REPLACE THE NAZI
HEADSTONES AND THE DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFAIRS'
APPALLING VOW TO PRESERVE THEM

PREVIOUS COVERAGE OF MRFF'S DEMAND TO REPLACE
THE NAZI HEADSTONES AND THE DEPT. OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS' APPALLING VOW TO PRESERVE THEM

NOTEWORTHY SUPPORT
FOR MRFF'S DEMAND THAT THE VA
REPLACE THE NAZI HEADSTONES
Press Release from
Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Supporting MRFF's Demand
to Replace the Headstones
Chair of the U.S. House Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Subcommittee

Washington DC – The U.S. House Military Construction and Veterans Affairs
Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL-23)
released the following statement calling for the removal of headstones
bearing swastikas on Nazi soldiers’ graves buried in national veterans
cemeteries in Texas and Utah:
“It is deeply troubling and terribly offensive that
swastika-adorned headstones that include messages
honoring Hitler continue to stand in this nation’s Veterans
Administration National Cemeteries. Allowing these
gravestones to remain with the swastikas and messages in
place – symbols of hatred, racism, intolerance, and
genocide – is offensive to veterans who risked, and often
lost, their lives defending this country and our way of life.
[...]
Click to read entire press release from Rep. Wasserman Schultz

The Southern Poverty Law Center
Joins MRFF in Demanding the
Replacement of the Headstones
SPLC joins the Military Religious Freedom Foundation and other civil
liberties groups in calling for the removal of headstones bearing swastikas on
the graves of Nazi soldiers buried in national veterans cemeteries in Texas
and Utah.
Surely the Veterans administration does not support Nazis. Have they
forgotten the nearly half-million of American soldiers who sacrificed their
lives to defeat them in World War II? Have they forgotten the millions of
Jews who died in the Holocaust?
Do they have no awareness of the continuing potency of the swastika, the
symbol irrevocably connected to these atrocities?
[…]
Click to read at the Southern Poverty Law Center

Faithful America
Endorses MRFF's Call to
Remove Nazi VA Headstones
Faithful America joins the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, the
Southern Poverty Law Center, and other civil liberties groups in calling for
the removal of headstones bearing swastikas on the graves of Nazi soldiers
buried in national veterans cemeteries in Texas and Utah.
As Christians, Faithful America's members believe we are called to love our
enemies -- but that does not mean embracing their hateful causes or symbols.
With anti-semitic violence on the rise and far too many elected officials
advocating white nationalist policies in the name of our faith, Christians bear
a special responsibility to speak out whenever the twin forces of antiSemitism and white nationalism raise their evil heads. The Veteran's
Administration must remove swastikas, the word 'fuhrer,' and any other Nazi
iconography from the Texas and Utah cemeteries immediately -- and then
work to identify any similar gravestones at other VA properties so that they
too can be removed before inspiring further violence against our Jewish
neighbors. Never again means never again.
- The Rev. Nathan Empsall, Faithful America campaigns director and
Episcopal priest. With more than 160,000 ecumenical members, Faithful
America is the largest online community of Christians putting faith into
action for social justice.

B'nai B'rith International
Writes Letter to Sec. of Veterans Affairs
Demanding Replacement of the Headstones
May 14, 2020
The Honorable Robert Wilkie
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Secretary:
On behalf of B’nai B’rith International’s more than 100,000 members and
supporters in over 40 countries, we write to express our outrage over the
display of swastikas, iron crosses, and quotes honoring Adolf Hitler on the
gravestones of three German prisoners of war in the Fort Sam Houston and
Fort Douglas military cemeteries. These deeply offensive symbols and
language appear alongside the tombstones of American soldiers, including
some who fought Nazi oppression in World War II.
As America’s oldest and best-known Jewish advocacy and social service
organization, we are greatly pained that such sacred ground in Texas and
Utah is besmirched by the ghastly emblems of a genocidal regime that sought
to destroy the Jewish people. That the gravesites are maintained with
taxpayer dollars only adds to the offense.
We are living in an age when anti-Semitism is increasing and knowledge of
the Holocaust is diminishing. The fact that swastikas today appear on
placards in rallies demonstrates the extent to which the lessons of the
Holocaust are being forgotten, as the darkest symbols and motifs of that era
become trivialized.
[...]
Click to read entire letter

Columbus Jewish Foundation
Supports MRFF's Demand
Dishonoring our war heroes
At issue are grave sites at two Federal Veteran cemeteries: the Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery in Texas and the Fort Douglas Post Cemetery in
Utah. Both were used to inter dozens of remains of enemy troops following
World War II. Some of the tombstones bear swastika images. The Military
Religious Freedom Foundation called for the removal of the odious
symbols. Shockingly, Veterans Affairs officials say they have a duty to
preserve these symbols of evil. This violates all norms of common sense and
decency.
It is a travesty to allow State-sanctioned swastikas on our democracy’s most
hallowed grounds. Even Germany has banned the ugly imagery of the
swastika. The German criminal code prohibits the public use of the swastika
with punishments ranging from fines to up to three years in prison.
Mikey Weinstein, the founder and president of the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation is under attack for insisting that swastika grave markers
be removed from America’s national cemeteries. Weinstein (who graduated
with honors from the United States Air Force Academy and is recognized as
one of the 100 Most Influential People in U.S. Defense by Defense News)
should be thanked for his efforts rather than vilified.
The Nazi markers should be removed immediately. The swastika was the
national flag of Germany’s Third Reich; the hakenkreuz was Hitler’s banner,
the penultimate symbol of evil. Swastikas insult the memories of freedom’s
defenders.
The American patriots who valiantly died to save us from Hitler’s Thousand
Year Reich deserve more respect than Nazi calling cards dishonoring their
eternal rest.
Jackie Jacobs
Executive Director Emeritus
Columbus Jewish Foundation

The American Jewish Committee
Posts Its Support For MRFF's
Demand on Facebook

Americans United for
Separation of Church and State
Tweets Their Support of MRFF's Demand

2012 – MRFF'S EXPOSURE OF PHOTO OF MARINES WITH NAZI
SS FLAG LEADS TO APOLOGY AND OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION BY
COMMANDANT OF MARINE CORPS

2018 – MRFF FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT MIKEY WEINSTEIN
HONORED BY JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF MINNESOTA

MRFF FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT
MIKEY WEINSTEIN'S STATEMENT ON THE
PASSING OF CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST
RAVI ZACHARIAS

Ravi Zacharias

I wanted to take a moment to express MRFF’s, my
family’s and my sorrow at learning of the passing of my
friend, the well known Christian evangelist Ravi
Zacharias.
What might likely come as a rather severe shock to many,
Ravi had been a guest for discussions and dinner at my
home here in Albuquerque with me and my family and he
had kindly reciprocated by inviting myself and my family likewise for
meaningful follow-on discussions and dinner with him and his family at his
HQ in Atlanta, which we were pleased to attend. We both had also exchanged
copies of his books, mine, and my wife’s.
Over the years, Ravi and I rarely agreed on most matters of his version of the
Christian faith and its role in American governmental state affairs, especially
in the U.S. military.
Nevertheless, notwithstanding our vast areas of serious disagreement, I found
Ravi to be a truly decent human being who was always willing to keep lines
of communication open and vibrant. He was imbued with a rare and genuine
sense of sincere interest in those viewpoints which were vigorously opposing
his, as ours almost always did.
Ravi Zacharias was a caring and gentle and intellectual person and I will
miss his presence in this life.

“Nazi Swastika on grave stones”
As a veteran I am appalled over your actions reguarding the removal of the
Nazi Swastika from the graves of German soldiers. These soldiers served
their country whether willingly or not, they may have felt that what they were
doing was right, just as we have felt that many of our choices were right,
even when they turned out to be wrong. It’s unfortunate that we still live in a
world that promotes anti semitism. I grew up in Washington, D.C. and the
first thing I did when returned to D.C. after 30 years was to visit the
Holocaust Museum, I wanted to better understand how humanity could be
decieved by their country into believing what they were doing was right. You
should take this opportunity to look into your your own heart and examine
your beliefs and why you think your right and the other person is wrong.
Sincerely,
(name withheld)
To see responses from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein
and MRFF Advisory Board Member Martin France:
Click to Read in Inbox

“Removal of German references”
I just read an article on military.com that discussed your desire to have the 3
German POW’s headstones changed. As a military Veteran let me just say I
understand why you feel as you do, but also am furious over what you are
trying to do. Those headstones were placed to honor those 3 men. Despite
your thoughts, these 3 men died for the very reason depicted. I believe at the
time they died these men would have been honored with that inscription.
If I were in your position to make a difference like you are, I would try to
have the bodies returned, and let the nearest survivors decide what is said
about them.
No honor comes to veterans by dishonoring other countries veterans.
Respectfully,
(name withheld)
To see response from
MRFF Board Member John Compere:
Click to Read in Inbox

“No Subject”
Why don’t you just leave people alone you bald headed Peter puffing faggot I
hope and pray some one shoots you stupid ass
(name withheld)
To see responses from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein,
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:
Click to Read in Inbox

“As a Retired Veteran”
Fuck you .. and your blatant self serving Bullshit …….
Go die under a rock some place ….
(name withheld)
To see response from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:
Click to Read in Inbox

“Nazi Threat Lurking in VA Graveyards”
I read the article in Military Times. How asinine to devote such energy to a
total non-issue. They were the enemy – that is who the enemy fought for. A
man would say – got you mother fucker, hope you died a miserable death. If
you’re triggered by a teeny inscription on a rock in the middle of nowhere –
that’s your problem. Don’t be such a pussy.
I’ve been in the US Army since 1983 – I am here now in Stuttgart, Germany
working for AFRICOM as a senior NCO. How do white nationalists come
into such an obscure situation? How many fucking white nationalists are
there? I’m 57 years old and have worked throughout the U.S. and around the
world. I have yet to meet a white nationalist. Where are the millions of NAZI
worshippers? You say this “…gives oxygen to the white nationalist
movement…?” Really? What are we talking about here – a couple of
unemployed meth heads?
You’re just another idiot trying your best to erase all history – what’s next –
your charge towards socialism and the new green deal with Alexandria
Cortez? Smh.
How retarded – get a grip.
(name withheld)
To see responses from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein,
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:
Click to Read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!

Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our
Fight in the Courts and in the Media
Make a Donation
Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)
Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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