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BREAKING NEWS
Wall Street Journal – CNN – Daily Caller

TOP GOP & DEM U.S. CONGRESS MEMBERS
SEND BIPARTISAN LETTER TO VA
IN SUPPORT OF MRFF's DEMAND
TO REMOVE SWASTIKA GRAVESTONES!
In support of MRFF's demand that the swastika gravestones be removed
top lawmakers FROM BOTH PARTIES in the House Committee on
Appropriations and its Subcommittee on Military Construction and
Veteran Affairs wrote to the VA on Memorial Day
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CNN
COVERS MRFF
Lawmakers want the VA to remove swastikas
from gravestones at two veterans cemeteries
By : Harmeet Kaur
Monday, May 25, 2020
(Excerpts from CNN/Emphasis added by MRFF)

M embers

of Congress are calling on federal officials to take down or alter
headstones at two national cemeteries that contain swastikas or messages
honoring Adolf Hitler.
[...]

The graves have stood in the cemeteries for decades, but were brought to
attention in recent weeks after the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation (MRFF) called for them to be replaced immediately.
Mikey Weinstein, the founder and president of MRFF, said in a news
release that a retired senior military officer alerted his organization to
the headstones after he visited the graves of family members at Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery.
" In light of the shocking and inexcusable existence of these Naziadorned gravesites in V.A. National Cemeteries, MRFF demands that
Secretary Wilkie issue an immediate and heartfelt apology to all United
States veterans and their families, " Mikey Weinstein, Air Force veteran
and founder and president of MRFF, said in a news release.
[...]

Click to Read Article

WALL STREET JOURNAL
COVERS MRFF ON HOMEPAGE

Swastikas Are Carved Into Three Military
Gravestones. A Veteran Wants Them Removed.
By : Ben Kesling
Monday, May 25, 2020
(Excerpts from Wall Street Journal/Emphasis added by MRFF)

The Department of Veterans Affairs maintains more than four million
gravesites across the U.S. Three of them have Nazi swastikas carved into the
headstones.
The World War II-era gravestones with Nazi symbols at military cemeteries
in Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio and Fort Douglas in Salt Lake City,
Utah, mark the graves of German troops who were among the thousands of
Axis POWs sent to mainland America during the war.
[...]
“ I had no idea that enemy combatants from Axis powers were buried in
veterans national cemeteries ,” said Mikey Weinstein, a Jewish Air Force
veteran, who runs the Military Religious Freedom Foundation , an
advocacy group. Mr. Weinstein suggests replacing the headstone, but
added: “ Do not display the swastika. ”
[...]
Click to Read Full Article (Subscription Required)

(WSJ has limited time offer, $1 for 2 Mos)

DAILY CALLER
COVERS MRFF
‘Irresponsible And Unacceptable’:
Lawmakers Demand Removal
Of Nazi Swastika Gravestones
By : Jason Hopkins
Monday, May 25, 2020
(Excerpts from Daily Caller/Emphasis added by MRFF)

A bipartisan group of lawmakers wrote to the Department of Veterans
Affairs Monday demanding the removal of headstones that bear
swastikas and praise for Adolf Hitler.
Three gravestones for German prisoners of war at two VA cemeteries
display Nazi symbols and writing. However, the VA argues that
removing them would violate the National Historic Preservation Act.
The Military Religious Freedom Foundation has demanded the
gravestones be removed, arguing that such symbols don’t belong at a
national VA cemetery.
A bipartisan group of House lawmakers delivered a letter to the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) Monday demanding gravestones that bear swastikas
and praise Adolf Hitler be removed from federal cemeteries.
Top lawmakers in the House Committee on Appropriations and its
Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veteran Affairs wrote to the VA
on Memorial Day demanding the department finally remove German
prisoner-of-war gravestones that display swastikas and a messages that
support for the leader of Nazi Germany.
[...]

The letter comes after the leader of the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation (MRFF), an activist group that advocates for the absolute
separation of religion from military activities, called for the gravestones to
be removed earlier this month , according to the Military Times. The group
also demanded the VA apologize for allowing the markers to remain.
[...]

Click to Read Article

Nazi POW swastika headstones in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery

5/20/20 - MRFF THREATENS TO SUE DEPT. OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS OVER NAZI HEADSTONES IN NATIONAL
CEMETERIES

5/18/20 - SALON COVERS MRFF'S DEMAND TO REPLACE
THE NAZI HEADSTONES AND THE DEPT. OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS' APPALLING VOW TO PRESERVE THEM

5/15/20 – INFLUENTIAL U.S. CONGRESSWOMAN AND
DISTINGUISHED JEWISH AND CIVIL RIGHTS
ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORT MRFF’S DEMAND TO
REPLACE NAZI HEADSTONES

5/12/20 - PREVIOUS COVERAGE OF MRFF'S DEMAND TO
REPLACE THE NAZI HEADSTONES AND THE DEPT. OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS' APPALLING VOW TO PRESERVE
THEM

MRFF RECEIVES DISTINGUISHED SUPPORT
FOR ITS DEMAND TO REPLACE
NAZI HEADSTONES
Press Release from
Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Supporting MRFF's Demand
to Replace the Headstones
Chair of the U.S. House Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Subcommittee

Washington DC – The U.S. House Military Construction and Veterans Affairs
Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL-23)
released the following statement calling for the removal of headstones
bearing swastikas on Nazi soldiers’ graves buried in national veterans
cemeteries in Texas and Utah:
“It is deeply troubling and terribly offensive that
swastika-adorned headstones that include messages
honoring Hitler continue to stand in this nation’s Veterans
Administration National Cemeteries. Allowing these
gravestones to remain with the swastikas and messages in
place – symbols of hatred, racism, intolerance, and
genocide – is offensive to veterans who risked, and often
lost, their lives defending this country and our way of life.
[...]
Click to read entire press release from Rep. Wasserman Schultz

Resolution of the Veterans Service Organizations of
the Commander’s Task Force, Department of
Veterans Affairs, State of Minnesota
Memorial Day, 2020
“The undersigned veterans service organizations of the Commander’s Task
Force of the Department of Veterans Affairs, State of Minnesota support the
initiative of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, and call for the
immediate replacement of headstones of deceased German POWs of World
War Two buried in U.S. Veterans Administration cemeteries with headstones
that have neither swastikas nor homages to “Der Fuhrer” or the
Fatherland. The cost is approximately $300 per headstone. The removed
headstones must be placed in a museum for study and reflection on the
incalculable sacrifices of American and Allied servicemembers in the defeat
of Nazi Fascist Germany.
“The swastika is a symbol of racial hatred and a rallying point for violence
that are incompatible with the principles set forth in the Declaration of
Independence, the Four Freedoms for which American and Allied soldiers
fought and died in World War Two, the Nuremberg Principles, and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The swastika and the homage to
“Der Fuhrer” have no place in a cemetery of America’s honored, hallowed
dead.
[...]
Click to read Full Resolution

The Southern Poverty Law Center
Joins MRFF in Demanding the
Replacement of the Headstones
SPLC joins the Military Religious Freedom Foundation and other civil
liberties groups in calling for the removal of headstones bearing swastikas on
the graves of Nazi soldiers buried in national veterans cemeteries in Texas
and Utah.
Surely the Veterans administration does not support Nazis. Have they
forgotten the nearly half-million of American soldiers who sacrificed their
lives to defeat them in World War II? Have they forgotten the millions of
Jews who died in the Holocaust?
Do they have no awareness of the continuing potency of the swastika, the
symbol irrevocably connected to these atrocities?
[…]
Click to read at the Southern Poverty Law Center

Faithful America
Endorses MRFF's Call to
Remove Nazi VA Headstones
Faithful America joins the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, the
Southern Poverty Law Center, and other civil liberties groups in calling for
the removal of headstones bearing swastikas on the graves of Nazi soldiers
buried in national veterans cemeteries in Texas and Utah.
As Christians, Faithful America's members believe we are called to love our
enemies -- but that does not mean embracing their hateful causes or symbols.
With anti-semitic violence on the rise and far too many elected officials
advocating white nationalist policies in the name of our faith, Christians bear
a special responsibility to speak out whenever the twin forces of antiSemitism and white nationalism raise their evil heads. The Veteran's
Administration must remove swastikas, the word 'fuhrer,' and any other Nazi
iconography from the Texas and Utah cemeteries immediately -- and then
work to identify any similar gravestones at other VA properties so that they
too can be removed before inspiring further violence against our Jewish
neighbors. Never again means never again.
- The Rev. Nathan Empsall, Faithful America campaigns director and
Episcopal priest. With more than 160,000 ecumenical members, Faithful
America is the largest online community of Christians putting faith into
action for social justice.

B'nai B'rith International
Writes Letter to Sec. of Veterans Affairs
Demanding Replacement of the Headstones
May 14, 2020
The Honorable Robert Wilkie
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Secretary:
On behalf of B’nai B’rith International’s more than 100,000 members and
supporters in over 40 countries, we write to express our outrage over the
display of swastikas, iron crosses, and quotes honoring Adolf Hitler on the
gravestones of three German prisoners of war in the Fort Sam Houston and
Fort Douglas military cemeteries. These deeply offensive symbols and
language appear alongside the tombstones of American soldiers, including
some who fought Nazi oppression in World War II.
As America’s oldest and best-known Jewish advocacy and social service
organization, we are greatly pained that such sacred ground in Texas and
Utah is besmirched by the ghastly emblems of a genocidal regime that sought
to destroy the Jewish people. That the gravesites are maintained with
taxpayer dollars only adds to the offense.
We are living in an age when anti-Semitism is increasing and knowledge of
the Holocaust is diminishing. The fact that swastikas today appear on
placards in rallies demonstrates the extent to which the lessons of the
Holocaust are being forgotten, as the darkest symbols and motifs of that era
become trivialized.
[...]
Click to read entire letter

Columbus Jewish Foundation
Supports MRFF's Demand
Dishonoring our war heroes
At issue are grave sites at two Federal Veteran cemeteries: the Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery in Texas and the Fort Douglas Post Cemetery in
Utah. Both were used to inter dozens of remains of enemy troops following
World War II. Some of the tombstones bear swastika images. The Military
Religious Freedom Foundation called for the removal of the odious
symbols. Shockingly, Veterans Affairs officials say they have a duty to
preserve these symbols of evil. This violates all norms of common sense and
decency.
It is a travesty to allow State-sanctioned swastikas on our democracy’s most
hallowed grounds. Even Germany has banned the ugly imagery of the
swastika. The German criminal code prohibits the public use of the swastika
with punishments ranging from fines to up to three years in prison.
Mikey Weinstein, the founder and president of the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation is under attack for insisting that swastika grave markers
be removed from America’s national cemeteries. Weinstein (who graduated
with honors from the United States Air Force Academy and is recognized as
one of the 100 Most Influential People in U.S. Defense by Defense News)
should be thanked for his efforts rather than vilified.
The Nazi markers should be removed immediately. The swastika was the
national flag of Germany’s Third Reich; the hakenkreuz was Hitler’s banner,
the penultimate symbol of evil. Swastikas insult the memories of freedom’s
defenders.
The American patriots who valiantly died to save us from Hitler’s Thousand
Year Reich deserve more respect than Nazi calling cards dishonoring their
eternal rest.
Jackie Jacobs
Executive Director Emeritus
Columbus Jewish Foundation

The American Jewish Committee
Posts Its Support For MRFF's
Demand on Facebook

Americans United for
Separation of Church and State
Tweets Their Support of MRFF's Demand

2012 – MRFF'S EXPOSURE OF PHOTO OF MARINES WITH NAZI
SS FLAG LEADS TO APOLOGY AND OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION BY
COMMANDANT OF MARINE CORPS

2018 – MRFF FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT MIKEY WEINSTEIN
HONORED BY JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF MINNESOTA

“I am donating $100 today”
Mikey,
Here’s a photo of my father’s grave in the VA cemetery in (city and state
withheld). I am fairly confident he would not approve of a couple of
swastika’s on either side of his location. I know I don’t, and my deceased
mother and grandfather probably wouldn’t. My grandfather was a WW I
veteran and served in France and ran the selective service region in (state
withheld) in WW II. If he knew about this, all holy hell would break loose
and it would be a short amount of time until the markers would be gone. This
sort of symbolism matters. War is not a game where when it’s over we all get
together and have a couple of beers and shake hands.
So now, the morons are thrust into the position of defending a fucking
swastika in a VA cemetery. All Americans have a reason for outrage with
this, especially with Memorial Day coming up. I simply cannot imagine a
greater final insult to those American soldiers and their families.
Rather than just bloviating, with the intention it will help you in this cause, I
am donating $100 today. Best of luck to you, and thank you.
(retired military officer and military academy graduate’s name withheld…
attached photo redacted)
Click to Read in Inbox

“Nullify Weinstein family Air Force Academy degrees”
What you all need to understand is that Mickey Weinstein is a hateful
individual. He’s a spoiled brat and is a disgrace to his Alma Mater, the Air
Force Academy and the uniform he wore. He is pathetic. These 3 graves
should be left untouched, just as all the graves of our soldiers overseas have
been for over 50 years. Mr. Weinstein, get a life
All I needed to do was hear his name and know that
To see responses from
Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:
Click to Read in Inbox

“I Support”
leaving the dead German graves alone, let them Rest in Peace.
You Sir, are a fucking asshole. Go back to the kiddie table where you belong.
It’s a shame your parents did not believe in abortion.
To see responses from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:
Click to Read in Inbox

“Good for America when you just die”
You and your fellow globalist do-gooders are what is killing America.
The Nazi graves are fine the way they are.
The “International Jew” strikes again in the evil personage of Michael
Weinstein and his greedy band of jew villains and jew enablers.
I’m not going to kill you so this is not a murder threat.
It will just be better for all of us in the States when you croak.
Heart attack or cancer or stroke is fine.
Preferably racked with pain and cringing in fear.
Hope your crybaby family is there to witness it all.
I will personally fly to your gravesite and deficate on it.
Knowing that you will burn in hell for eternity is reward enough for the plane
fare.
When I leave I will place a Nazi flag there.
Or would you prefer an Israeli one?
(name withheld)
To see responses from
MRFF Board Member John Compere,
and a MRFF Supporter:
Click to Read in Inbox

“Threat”
Your a total douchebag that should walk out in front of a moving truck. What
happened you get kicked out of the military? So, your all pissed off at the
military you must be a real peach of a POS that should crawl back under the
rock you came out from. Please catch a life threating disease or please walk
out in front of that truck because real Americans don’t need your help your a
piece of shit.
(name withheld)
To see responses from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:
Click to Read in Inbox

“German symbols in Military Cemeteries”
I have not heard of your organization before so I don’t know if you are
worthwhile or not. But your lawsuit to remove German & Nazi symbols in
US National Cemeteries is a massive waste of money and time. Do you not
have enough to do taking care of current events and issues. WWII has been
over for 70 years. A dead human is a dead human. I have been a part of the
Army for over 50 years and I am not offended one iota by these carved stones
in cemeteries. Give it a rest.
(name withheld)
To see responses from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:
Click to Read in Inbox

“Attention Joo”
https://germanpropaganda.org/
Some really good stuff on here look at the noses…
(name withheld)
Click to Read in Inbox

“Suing the VA over Nazi Symbols
in National Veterans Cemeteries”
I am a highly decelerated Vietnam veteran and I love my country.
If you all sue the VA that will tell me you are not a soldier, get a life.
That man in that grave has every right to be identified as a soldier that fought
for his country. I support the VA in not changing the grave stones. As a
matter of fact I may just help the VA in keeping the head stones as they are.
(name withheld)
To see responses from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein,
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell,
MRFF Board Member John Compere
and MRFF Advisory Board Member Martin France:
Click to Read in Inbox

“Swastika Headstones”
The headstone in question, its history and meaning will remain where this
soldier was laid to rest. The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
ensures it will stay. Many reasons are behind that Act, my response is just
one of them.
If it were not for Simon Wiesenthal and countless others, no Nazi would have
ever answered to their crimes. No country, no government, no one person
would have brought Nazi’s to justice as the Jewish people did.
The headstone is despicable, the words cut. The headstone is there to tell our
youngest generations, about the chapter in man’s history when we
deteriorated to the lowest possible being on the planet. The more we attempt
to correct history, we lose it forever. History cannot be rewritten, and this
beacon cannot be hidden.
Leave the soldier to rest in peace. Let the world see the inscription on the
headstone. The soldier did not engrave the words and as a matter of fact the
only thing on the headstone that belonged to the soldier was his name. As
Americans, we tout “freedom” to the world, so much that even though this
soldiers origins, included hatred, we, as a people, a nation, will respect this
human with a hu mble burial.
Its powerful, it’s your responsibility to leave the headstone in place.
(name withheld)
To see responses from
MRFF Board Member John Compere:
Click to Read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!

Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our
Fight in the Courts and in the Media
Make a Donation
Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)
Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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