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VA SECRETARY REAFFIRMS VOW
TO PRESERVE NAZI HEADSTONES

IN DEFIANCE OF MRFF AND
CONGRESSIONAL DEMANDS

MRFF's demand that the VA replace German POW headstones
adorned with swastikas and German inscriptions extolling their

service to their "Fuhrer" in national cemeteries has gaine d
support from both parties in the House of Representatives

and now from Texas Republicans
U.S. Senator Ted Cruz and Rep. Will Hurd.

VA outrageously vowed to "preserve these headstones"
to "protect historic resources."

At a May 28 hearing of the House Committee on Appropriations,
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie doubled down, telling lawmakers:

“My view is that we need to look at historical interpretations
that I’m very happy to put up."

VA Sec. Robert Wilkie (l), MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein (r)

MRFF FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT
MIKEY WEINSTEIN'S STATEMENT

ON VA SECRETARY ROBERT WILKIE'S
CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY

“The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF)
condemns in the harshest terms possible the disgusting,
disingenuous and dishonest testimony of VA Secretary
Robert Wilkie before members of the United States
Congress yesterday regarding the sordid matter of Nazi-
adorned headstones at the gravesites of the 3 German
POWs from World War II who are buried at 2 VA
National Cemeteries.

Let’s be quite clear who this Robert Wilkie person is. 

In simple terms, it is abundantly clear that Mr. Wilkie is a nothing more than
a repulsive Nazi-apologist of the highest and most repugnant order. 

With a mere flick of his pen, pursuant to the easy-to-follow, legal and
expeditious, "1-2-3" bureaucratic roadmap clearly outlined yesterday by
questioning Members of Congress to Wilkie during his testimony, this VA
Secretary could have the Nazi-adorned headstones swiftly removed and
replaced with headstones that display the information of the deceased
German POWs in a proper and decent manner that in no way gloriously
extols Adolf Hitler, his Third Reich and the German people who supported
both.

Wilkie’s support of these Nazi headstones is not at all surprising. He is a well
known and documented advocate of the Civil War Confederacy who has
praised Confederate President Jefferson Davis as a 'martyr' and an
'exceptional man in an exceptional age' while also condemning, in the most
ignoble and vicious terms, the abolitionists who opposed slavery as 'radical,'
'mendacious' and 'enemies of liberty.'

Indeed, during Wilkie’s U.S. Senate confirmation hearings, he deliberately
spewed inaccurate information to U.S. Senators as to how long it had been
since he last spoke to his beloved pro-Confederate gatherings, thus, making it
seem as though it had been a much longer time than it actually had been.
Further, he failed to disclose his membership in the Confederate Memorial
Committee and omitted his event speeches from responses asking for the
details on them.

Wilkie publicly called Civil War-era civl rights activists laboring to abolish
slavery, the names that clearly apply, instead, to him. It is VA Secretary
Robert Wilkie who is 'radical' (in his support of the Nazis) and is likewise
'mendacious' as to the falsehoods and deceptions he has delivered to the
United States Congress and, thus, the American people.

Indeed, it is VA Secretary Wilkie who is the true 'enemy of liberty.'"

MRFF OP-ED
ON LA PROGRESSIVE

By: Lawrence Wilkerson

MRFF Advisory Board Member,
Visiting Professor of Government and Public Policy

at the College of William and Mary, 
Former Chief of Staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell

A Traitor at the VA

As the History Channel's recent documentary Grant
reminds us powerfully of what a real General Officer
looks like and what that real General stood for, we are
compelled to point an accusing finger at the Confederate
fan and sympathizer who sits at the head of the nation's
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Robert Wilkie is an unabashed fan of the ultimate
traitor and president of the Confederacy, Jefferson

Davis, who led the rebel effort to compel by military force the continuance of
human slavery as a principal part of the U.S. economy and to dismember the
Union created by Washington, Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, Madison and
others at the end of the 18th Century. In fact, it's reasonable to assert from
Wilkie's speeches to pro-Confederate groups that he not only cherishes the
memory of Davis, he puts a positive spin to what Davis represented and what
his treason personified. 

Here is what the leader of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation
(MRFF), Mikey Weinstein , had to say recently about Wilkie after the VA
Secretary refused to remove Nazi swastikas from grave markers in two U.S.
national cemeteries:

“He is a well-known and documented advocate of the Civil War Confederacy
who has praised Confederate President Jefferson Davis as a 'martyr' and
an 'exceptional man in an exceptional age' while also condemning, in the
most ignoble and vicious terms, the abolitionists who opposed slavery as
'radical', 'mendacious' and 'enemies of liberty'....during Wilkie’s U.S. Senate
confirmation hearings, he deliberately spewed inaccurate information to
U.S. Senators as to how long it had been since he last spoke to his beloved
pro-Confederate gatherings, thus, making it seem as though it had been a
much longer time than it actually had been. Further, he failed to disclose his
membership in the Confederate Memorial Committee and omitted his
event speeches from responses asking for the details on them. Wilkie
publicly called Civil War-era civil rights activists laboring to abolish slavery
the names that clearly apply, instead, to him. It is VA Secretary Robert Wilkie
who is “radical" (in his support of the Nazis) and is likewise 'mendacious' as
to the falsehoods and deceptions he has delivered to the United States
Congress and, thus, the American people.”

Our first questions should be, why is this man, a man who supports Nazi
symbology in U.S. National Cemeteries, our Veterans Affairs secretary?
 (Indeed, why has he been in and around the US government or its private
contractors for some time now, starting many years ago?) Who put him at the
helm of the VA and why? What might his agenda be while in the
position? And our last question should be: when are we going to get rid of
him?

The answer to the first, second, and third questions is identical: because
Donald J. Trump and his base and the Republicans in Congress, wanted
Wilkie in that position to titillate and appease the fundamentalist "Christians"
who help compose the President's alleged base.  Many of these rabid,
fundamentalist evangelicals are Confederate sympathizers at best and
rabid racists at worse, or both. Trump also put Wilkie in place to effect his
agenda to privatize veterans care, further bastardizing essential public
functions and increasing the obscene profits of private interests bent on
taking over as many government functions as possible, from prisons, to
schools, to the waging of war.

[...]

Unfortunately, President Trump and Veterans Department Secretary Wilkie
do not seem to be aware of that reality. Indeed, Trump seems intent on
dealing with that reality by trying to eliminate the considerable portion of the
United States that triumphed in the U.S. Civil War. He seems incapable of
being anything but the new Jeff Davis, the president of the traitors among us,
with Wilkie as one of his right-hand men.

The answer to our final question above is of course when we, all of us
citizens of the United States, un-elect Donald Trump.

Click to Read Article

MILITARY TIMES
COVERS MRFF

Amid criticism, Secretary Wilkie won’t commit to
removing Nazi headstones from VA cemeteries

By : Leo Shane III

Thursday, May 28, 2020

(Excerpts from Military Times/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

House lawmakers on Thursday angrily demanded Veterans Affairs
officials immediately remove a series of grave markers bearing Nazi
swastikas and tributes to Adolf Hitler at a pair of department-run
cemeteries, calling leadership’s response so far confusing and offensive.

But in his first public remarks on the controversy, VA Secretary Robert
Wilkie said he is looking for ways to “find a way to put this in historical
context” rather than simply remove the problematic grave markers.

“Anti-Semitism is rearing its head all over Europe and in some places in this
country,” he told members of the House Appropriations Committee during a
hearing Thursday. “The last thing we need to do is to not remind Americans
of the horrors of anti-Semitism and the Nazi cult.

“I happen to think that making sure when people visit our cemeteries they are
informed of that horror is an important thing to do … erasing these
headstones removes them from memory.”

[…]

Earlier this month, following complaints from local veterans about the
offensive messages, leaders from the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation demanded VA remove the grave markers, saying their presence
alongside American veterans was unforgivable.

[…]

Both Republican and Democratic leaders on the panel sent a letter this
week demanding action on the issue, accompanied by new letters from
groups like the Anti-Defamation League and American Jewish Committee
decrying the presence of the headstones.

[…]

Click to Read Article

SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS-NEWS
COVERS MRFF

Front page of the print edition.

Nazi headstones at veterans cemeteries, including
San Antonio’s Fort Sam Houston, spark outrage

By : Sig Christenson

Friday, May 29, 2020

(Excerpts from the San Antonio Express-News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Members of the Texas congressional delegation are backing demands that
a pair of headstones bearing Nazi imagery and expressions of loyalty to
Adolf Hitler be removed from Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

The headstones mark the burial sites of German prisoners of war. Sen. Ted
Cruz and Rep. Will Hurd, R-San Antonio, have joined Rep. Kay Granger,
R-Fort Worth, and others in Congress who told VA Secretary Robert Wilke
the markers had to go.

Granger signed a letter that said the headstones at Fort Sam and another
cemetery in Utah conveyed “symbols and messages of hatred, racism,
intolerance, and genocide,” calling them “especially offensive to all the
veterans who risked, and often lost, their lives defending this country and our
way of life.”

[…]

“My view is that we need to look at historical interpretations that I’m
very happy to put up. And I would also note in that Historical Preservation
Act in Section 106, these cemeteries, which we inherited from the Army, are
on the National Register of Historic Places,” Wilke told the House
Appropriations Committee on Thursday.

When pressed by Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, a Florida Democrat who
signed the letter, to begin a review allowed under the preservation law, he
replied: “I will review everything.”

[…]

Click to Read Article

STARS AND STRIPES
COVERS MRFF

VA secretary wants to keep Nazi gravestones
for historical purposes

By : Nikki Wentling

Thursday, May 28, 2020

(Excerpts from Stars and Stripes/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

WASHINGTON — Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie
argued Thursday against calls from lawmakers to remove German
soldiers’ gravestones etched with swastikas from VA-operated cemeteries.

[…]

During a hearing of the House Committee on Appropriations on Thursday,
Democrats and Republicans called on the VA to replace the three
gravestones.

“This is deeply troubling,” said Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Fla.
“These graves sit right alongside men and women who fought for our
country and our ideals. There’s no excuse for the VA to continue to
maintain them.”

Wilkie favored an approach that would keep the gravestones but would add
historical context in an effort to educate Americans about the Holocaust.

[…]

The gravestones were discovered recently by a retired colonel visiting his
Jewish grandfather’s grave at the San Antonio cemetery. The finding
prompted the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, which attempts to
protect religious freedom for service members, to call for the VA to remove
them.

In a previous statement, the VA’s National Cemetery Administration said it
“will continue to preserve these headstones, like every past administration
has.”

[…]

Click to Read Article

ROLL CALL
COVERS SEC. WILKIE'S TESTIMONY

VA secretary grilled on Nazi grave markers

By : Jennifer Shutt

Thursday, May 28, 2020

(Excerpts from Roll Call/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie on Thursday wouldn't commit to
removing three headstones containing swastikas and messages honoring
Adolf Hitler from the graves of German prisoners of war, frustrating House
lawmakers.

Wilkie said he wanted to work with members of Congress to put such anti-
Semitic and racist imagery in the proper "historical context."

[…]

Subcommittee Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Fla., was not
satisfied with Wilkie's answer. She said the presence of such imagery in
cemeteries that are home to World War II veterans, who died fighting Nazis
and the ideology they represented, is unacceptable.

"The Nazi swastika is prohibited in Germany from being displayed
because it is not seen as a reminder to prevent the hatred that it
spawned; it is seen as something to be snuffed out," she said. Wasserman-
Schultz was referencing a German law that prevents public displays of
"symbols of unconstitutional organizations" such as the Nazi salute and
swastikas, although some images are allowed in video games.

[…]

Click to Read Article

TASK & PURPOSE
COVERS MRFF

VA secretary says removing Nazi headstones from
veterans cemeteries would ‘erase' history

By : James Clark

Thursday, May 28, 2020

(Excerpts from Task & Purpose/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Lawmakers hammered Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie on
Thursday with questions over whether the department is going to remove a
number of gravestones at veteran cemeteries with swastikas on them.

Wilkie's response? Removing the headstones is somehow akin to
pretending the holocaust didn't happen, and federal regulation makes it
very difficult to remove the markers.

[…]

Over Memorial Day weekend, R epublican and Democratic members of
the House called on the department to remove the headstones after the
Military Religious Freedom Foundation drew attention to them earlier this
month. 

[…]

Wilkie did not guarantee that the VA would remove the headstones, saying
instead that it would conduct a review, and look into the possibility of
relocating the markers, or providing signage that would offer context on
why they are there.

The VA chief added that “we cannot — we cannot erase the horror and ignore
it,” before moving on to cite the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
which he said requires that the VA protect its historic sites, such as
cemeteries, and the markers therein.

However, Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, (D-Fla.) immediately pushed
back, arguing that Wilkie was misreading the statute, and allowing the
department to hide behind federal regulation. 

[…]

Click to Read Article

MILITARY.COM
COVERS MRFF

VA Secretary Rebuffs Calls for Removal of
Nazi Symbols from Cemeteries

By : Patricia Kime

Thursday, May 28, 2020

(Excerpts from Military.com/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie told Congress Thursday that
headstones on the graves of German prisoners of war in two VA cemeteries
in the U.S. deserve to be placed in "historical context" rather than be
removed.

Amid a growing chorus in the House of Representatives and religious
and civil rights advocates for removal of the headstones, Wilkie said the
markers serve as a reminder of the "horrors of anti-Semitism ... and the Nazi
cult" and should be explained rather than replaced.

[…]

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation has threatened to sue the
Department of Veterans Affairs for the removal of the symbols. The group's
chairman, former Air Force officer Mikey Weinstein, said he was alerted to
the headstones by a retired colonel who saw them while visiting the grave of
his Jewish grandfather at the Fort Sam Houston cemetery.

On Memorial Day, a bipartisan group of lawmakers wrote Wilkie
demanding that he launch the process required under a historic preservation
law to remove the headstones.

[…]

Click to Read Article

Nazi POW swastika headstones in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery

Click to read letter of GOP & Dem support from House
Appropriations Committee to VA Secretary Robert Wilkie

CLICK TO READ MOST RECENT COVERAGE OF MRFF'S
DEMAND TO REPLACE THE NAZI HEADSTONES AND

BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT

CLICK TO READ PREVIOUS VIRAL COVERAGE OF MRFF'S
DEMAND TO REPLACE THE NAZI HEADSTONES AND

BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT

NOTEWORTHY SUPPORT
FOR MRFF'S DEMAND THAT THE VA
REPLACE THE NAZI HEADSTONES

Press Release from
Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz

Supporting MRFF's Demand
to Replace the Headstones

Chair of the U.S. House Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Subcommittee

Washington DC – The U.S. House Military Construction and Veterans Affairs
Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL-23)
released the following statement calling for the removal of headstones
bearing swastikas on Nazi soldiers’ graves buried in national veterans
cemeteries in Texas and Utah:

“It is deeply troubling and terribly offensive that
swastika-adorned headstones that include messages
honoring Hitler continue to stand in this nation’s Veterans
Administration National Cemeteries. Allowing these
gravestones to remain with the swastikas and messages in
place – symbols of hatred, racism, intolerance, and
genocide – is offensive to veterans who risked, and often

lost, their lives defending this country and our way of life.

[...]

Click to read entire press release from Rep. Wasserman Schultz

Resolution of the Veterans Service Organizations of
the Commander’s Task Force, Department of

Veterans Affairs, State of Minnesota
Memorial Day, 2020

“The undersigned veterans service organizations of the Commander’s Task
Force of the Department of Veterans Affairs, State of Minnesota support the
initiative of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, and  call for the
immediate replacement of headstones of deceased German POWs of World
War Two buried in U.S. Veterans Administration cemeteries with headstones
that have neither swastikas nor homages to “Der Fuhrer” or the
Fatherland.  The cost is approximately $300 per headstone.  The removed
headstones must be placed in a museum for study and reflection on the
incalculable sacrifices of American and Allied servicemembers in the defeat
of Nazi Fascist Germany.

“The swastika is a symbol of racial hatred and a rallying point for violence
that are incompatible with the principles set forth in the Declaration of
Independence, the Four Freedoms for which American and Allied soldiers
fought and died in World War Two, the Nuremberg Principles, and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  The swastika and the homage to
“Der Fuhrer” have no place in a cemetery of America’s honored, hallowed
dead.

[...]

Click to read full resolution

The Southern Poverty Law Center
Joins MRFF in Demanding the
Replacement of the Headstones

SPLC joins the Military Religious Freedom Foundation and other civil
liberties groups in calling for the removal of headstones bearing swastikas on
the graves of Nazi soldiers buried in national veterans cemeteries in Texas
and Utah. 

Surely the Veterans administration does not support Nazis. Have they
forgotten the nearly half-million of American soldiers who sacrificed their
lives to defeat them in World War II? Have they forgotten the millions of
Jews who died in the Holocaust?

Do they have no awareness of the continuing potency of the swastika, the
symbol irrevocably connected to these atrocities?

[…]

Click to read at the Southern Poverty Law Center

Faithful America
Endorses MRFF's Call to

Remove Nazi VA Headstones
Faithful America joins the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, the
Southern Poverty Law Center, and other civil liberties groups in calling for
the removal of headstones bearing swastikas on the graves of Nazi soldiers
buried in national veterans cemeteries in Texas and Utah. 

As Christians, Faithful America's members believe we are called to love our
enemies -- but that does not mean embracing their hateful causes or symbols.
With anti-semitic violence on the rise and far too many elected officials
advocating white nationalist policies in the name of our faith, Christians bear
a special responsibility to speak out whenever the twin forces of anti-
Semitism and white nationalism raise their evil heads. The Veteran's
Administration must remove swastikas, the word 'fuhrer,' and any other Nazi
iconography from the Texas and Utah cemeteries immediately -- and then
work to identify any similar gravestones at other VA properties so that they
too can be removed before inspiring further violence against our Jewish
neighbors. Never again means never again.

- The Rev. Nathan Empsall, Faithful America campaigns director and
Episcopal priest. With more than 160,000 ecumenical members, Faithful
America is the largest online community of Christians putting faith into
action for social justice.

B'nai B'rith International
Writes Letter to Sec. of Veterans Affairs

Demanding Replacement of the Headstones
  May 14, 2020
                                                                       
The Honorable Robert Wilkie
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On behalf of B’nai B’rith International’s more than 100,000 members and
supporters in over 40 countries, we write to express our outrage over the
display of swastikas, iron crosses, and quotes honoring Adolf Hitler on the
gravestones of three German prisoners of war in the Fort Sam Houston and
Fort Douglas military cemeteries. These deeply offensive symbols and
language appear alongside the tombstones of American soldiers, including
some who fought Nazi oppression in World War II.

As America’s oldest and best-known Jewish advocacy and social service
organization, we are greatly pained that such sacred ground in Texas and
Utah is besmirched by the ghastly emblems of a genocidal regime that sought
to destroy the Jewish people. That the gravesites are maintained with
taxpayer dollars only adds to the offense.

We are living in an age when anti-Semitism is increasing and knowledge of
the Holocaust is diminishing. The fact that swastikas today appear on
placards in rallies demonstrates the extent to which the lessons of the
Holocaust are being forgotten, as the darkest symbols and motifs of that era
become trivialized.

[...]

Click to read entire letter

Columbus Jewish Foundation
Supports MRFF's Demand

Dishonoring our war heroes

At issue are grave sites at two Federal Veteran cemeteries: the Fort Sam
Houston National Cemetery in Texas and the Fort Douglas Post Cemetery in
Utah. Both were used to inter dozens of remains of enemy troops following
World War II. Some of the tombstones bear swastika images. The Military
Religious Freedom Foundation called for the removal of the odious
symbols. Shockingly, Veterans Affairs officials say they have a duty to
preserve these symbols of evil. This violates all norms of common sense and
decency. 

It is a travesty to allow State-sanctioned swastikas on our democracy’s most
hallowed grounds. Even Germany has banned the ugly imagery of the
swastika. The German criminal code prohibits the public use of the swastika
with punishments ranging from fines to up to three years in prison. 

Mikey Weinstein, the founder and president of the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation is under attack for insisting that swastika grave markers
be removed from America’s national cemeteries. Weinstein (who graduated
with honors from the United States Air Force Academy and is recognized as
one of the 100 Most Influential People in U.S. Defense by Defense News)
should be thanked for his efforts rather than vilified. 

The Nazi markers should be removed immediately. The swastika was the
national flag of Germany’s Third Reich; the hakenkreuz was Hitler’s banner,
the penultimate symbol of evil. Swastikas insult the memories of freedom’s
defenders. 

The American patriots who valiantly died to save us from Hitler’s Thousand
Year Reich deserve more respect than Nazi calling cards dishonoring their
eternal rest.

Jackie Jacobs
Executive Director Emeritus
Columbus Jewish Foundation  

The American Jewish Committee
Posts Its Support For MRFF's

Demand on Facebook

Americans United for
Separation of Church and State

Tweets Their Support of MRFF's Demand

2012 – MRFF'S EXPOSURE OF PHOTO OF MARINES WITH NAZI
SS FLAG LEADS TO APOLOGY AND OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION BY

COMMANDANT OF MARINE CORPS

2018 – MRFF FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT MIKEY WEINSTEIN
HONORED BY JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF MINNESOTA

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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