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WIDESPREAD COVERAGE OF
MRFF CHAPLAIN CLIENTS' DISGUST

AT SENIOR CHAPLAIN SENDING
“CORONAVIRUS AND CHRIST” BOOK

Senior military chaplain at largest overseas U.S. military base sends
unsolicited copy of fundamentalist preacher John Piper’s book

“Coronavirus and Christ” to subordinate chaplains, promoting the book’s
message that the coronavirus is God’s judgment for sins, including

homosexuality. 22 disgusted mainline and progressive Christian
chaplains who received the abhorrent book seek MRFF’s assistance.

MRFF FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT
MIKEY WEINSTEIN'S STATEMENT ON

SENIOR CHAPLAIN (COL) MOON KIM SENDING
ABHORRENT "CORONAVIRUS AND CHRIST"

BOOK TO SUBORDINATE CHAPLAINS

“MRFF is currently representing 22 active duty US
military chaplains, male and female, straight and gay. All
of them are either Protestant or Roman Catholic. They
are from the Army, Air Force and Navy. They were
literally begging us to fight back on their behalves
because they all felt they had no voice to protest and
object whatsoever."  

 "Fundamentalist or dominionist Christians (like U.S.
Army Chaplain (COL) Kim believe they have the ABSOLUTE right,
pursuant to The Great Commission of Mark 16:15 and Matthew 28:19, to
deploy their unconstitutional, weaponized version of the Christian faith
utterly unfettered and irrespective of any time, place and manner restrictions
at all. Restrictions that are well known and firmly established pursuant to our
wonderful U.S. Constitution, it’s construing federal and state caselaw as well
as the plethora of germane directives, instructions and regulations that have
been promulgated by the Department of Defense."

 "22 CHRISTIAN military chaplains came to us at MRFF horribly aggrieved
by the wretchedly illicit and unconstitutional actions of Chaplain (Colonel)
Kim at US Army Garrison Humphreys, South Korea. They felt they would
face only the most onerous and oppressive retaliation, revenge and reprisal
from both their military chaplain and operational chains of command if they
tried to publicly object to this pathetically putrescent, odious email and its
attachment sent by this US Army full colonel to them. And, after 15-plus
years of MRFF fighting the disgusting filth of fundamentalist/dominionist
Christianity night and day, we would agree with the rationality of their fear."

 "Imagine how you would feel, as another salient example, if your military
superior sent you a similar email clearly endorsing and validating an attached
book called “Mein Kampf?"

 "MRFF will continue to aggressively support and defend, unconditionally,
our 22 CHRISTIAN military chaplains from this tyrannical sectarian action
of fundamentalist/dominionist Christian bigotry prejudice and unlimited
bullying!"

THE CHRISTIAN POST
COVERS MRFF

Army Chaplain under fire for sharing John Piper's
book 'Coronavirus and Christ'

By: Samuel Smith

Saturday, May 2, 2020

(Excerpts from The Christian PostEmphasis Added by MRFF)

Twenty-two military chaplains are calling on a senior army chaplain to
be disciplined and possibly court-martialed for sending nearly three-dozen
other chaplains an email containing a copy of John Piper’s new e-book,
Coronavirus and Christ.

Secretary of Defense Mark Esper is being urged by a national legal
organization to punish Senior Chaplain Col. Moon H. Kim, the command
chaplain of U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys in South Korea, the largest U.S.
military installation outside of the United States. 

In a letter sent this week, the Military Religious Freedom Foundation said
Kim sent out an email using his official military email address to 35 other
chaplains on Wednesday containing an “unsolicited” PDF copy of Piper’s
new e-book Coronavirus and Christ.

[…]

The clients take issue with the fact that the famed preacher’s book says that
“some people will be infected with the coronavirus as a specific
judgment from God because of their sinful attitudes and actions.”

In Chapter 7 in a section titled “Examples of Specific Judgements on Specific
Sins,” Piper wrote that one example “is the sin of homosexual intercourse.”
Piper cited Romans 1:27 in which the Apostle Paul states that “men
committing shameless acts with men” received in themselves “the due
penalty for their error.” 

[…]

Click to read Article

CHRISTIANITY TODAY
COVERS MRFF

Army chaplain attacked for sharing Pastor John
Piper's book 'Coronavirus and Christ'

By: Nate Flannagan

Sunday, May 3, 2020

(Excerpts from Christianity Today/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A U.S. army chaplain has come under attack for sharing Pastor John
Piper's new book, "Coronavirus and Christ" , with calls for him to be
court-marshalled.

Fierce calls have been made to discipline Senior Army Chaplain Col. Moon
H. Kim, who is the command chaplain of U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys in
South Korea.

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF), a national legal
organisation that advocates for a strict separation of church and state in the
military, has contacted U.S. Secretary of Defense Mark Esper demanding that
Chaplain Kim be punished. They are outraged after Kim sent out an email
containing a PDF copy of John Piper's new book "Coronavirus and
Christ" from his official military email address to 35 other chaplains.

MRFF says it is representing 22 clients, who are all Christians upset at
Kim's email. A number of the 22 are members of the LGBT community who
say they "do not subscribe to the ultra-conservative/Reformed/evangelical
Christian theology of John Piper."

[…]

Click to read Article

THE FREETHINKER
COVERS MRFF

‘Coronavirus and Christ ‘book sparks
an unholy row in the US

By: Barry Duke

Sunday, May 3, 2020

(Excerpts from The Freethinker/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A SENIOR army chaplain based in South Korea sparked outrage after he
distributed a book that blames the COVID-19 pandemic on, among
others, ‘sinful’ gay people.

Coronavirus and Christ was recently published by theologian John Piper,
above, and was sent out by Senior Chaplain Colonel Moon H Kim, command
chaplain of US Army Garrison Humphreys in South Korea, the largest
American military installation outside the US.

The Christian Post reports that 22 military chaplains are calling for Kim to
be disciplined and possibly court-martialed for sending more than 30 e-mails
to other chaplains containing a copy of Piper’s book.

[…]

In a letter sent to Dr Mark T Esper, Secretary of Defense, head of the
Military Religious Freedom Foundation, “Mikey” Weinstein, above, said:

“I write to you today regarding an absolutely egregious and deplorable act
taken by one of your most senior DoD chaplains serving today. A number of
Christian military Chaplains from the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, and U.S. Air
Force have asked the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) to
represent them regarding their collective outrage about this matter, and feel
that they would be subjected to reprisal, retribution, revenge, and retaliation
if they attempted to register their objections via the chain of command
without anonymity.”

Weinstein, above, pointed out that the book pushed the belief that the
Coronavirus is God’s judgment and is written by fundamentalist Christian
preacher and author who singles out, among other things, “the sin of
homosexual intercourse” as deserving “due penalty.”

[…]

Click to read Article

THE WASHINGTON EXAMINER
COVERS MRFF

Army chaplain facing scrutiny for sharing
evangelical Coronavirus and Christ book

By: Anthony Leonardi

Saturday, May 2, 2020

(Excerpts from the Washington Examiner/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A group of military chaplains is calling for a senior Army chaplain to be
disciplined for sharing a book from an evangelical pastor on his military
email.

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation, a nonprofit organization with
a mission statement supporting a strict separation of church and state in
the U.S. military, wrote a letter on Wednesday to Defense Secretary Mark
Esper, asking that Col. Moon H. Kim, a senior chaplain, be punished for
sharing evangelical pastor John Piper's latest e-book, Coronavirus and
Christ.

"His sending of this book was clearly meant as a full-fledged endorsement
and validation of what the book espouses and proclaims. Thus, in CLEAR
effect, especially to the recipients of his shocking e-mail, Chaplain (Colonel)
Kim is likewise endorsing and validating the very same dictates as
established by the author of this book," wrote Michael Weinstein, the group's
president, on behalf of those chaplains who complained.

[…]

Click to read Article

WORLDNETDAILY
REPRINTS CHRISTIAN POST ARTICLE

Army chaplain under fire for sharing John Piper's
book 'Coronavirus and Christ'

By: WND News Services

Saturday, May 2, 2020

Click to read Article

THOUGHTS FROM AN ACTIVE DUTY
CHAPLAIN ON CHAPLAIN (COL) KIM’S

EMAIL DISTRIBUTION OF
“CORONAVIRUS AND CHRIST” BOOK

First, we took an oath as chaplains to support and defend the Constitution.

Second, in that constitution, we read, "Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof..."

Third, Title 10 U.S.C. 3073 authorizes us to exist as chaplains in the U.S.
Army.

Fourth, Title 10 U.S.C. 3547 is simple and clear with respect to what we do
as Army chaplains. See also DOD Directive 1304.19 para. 4.1, TRADOC
Pam 525-4-1, Para. B-4n., and JP 1-05.

Fifth, Title 10 U.S.C. 1789 is specific with regard to the "chaplain-led
programs" we can provide to military families.

Sixth, Title 10 U.S.C. 3581 states we as chaplains exist in the military
without any command authority.

Seventh, AR 165-1, 1-5.b is clear that, "Army chaplains represent many
religious traditions present within the pluralistic religious culture of the
United States... chaplains have advised commanders on the impact of religion
both within their own ranks and within the larger operational environment."
(See also 2-3.b and b.(2))

Eighth, AR 165-1, 1-6.c is also clear that, "Chaplains advise the command on
all matters pertaining to the free exercise of religion and assist the
commander in providing for the accommodation of religious practices."

Ninth, AR 165-1, 2-1.e locates part of the nexus of our work within the free
exercise clause within the work of advising, "the command on all matters
pertaining to the free exercise of religion and assist the commander in
providing for the accommodation of religious practices."

Tenth, AR 165-1, 3-3.b lists our "Roles and responsibilities include
advisement in the following areas, but not limited to the following..." and
include:

- "The religious needs of assigned personnel."
- "The spiritual, ethical, and moral well-being of the command."
- "The personal impact of command policies, leadership practices, and
management systems."
- "Ethical, moral, and humanitarian implications of operational decisions."
- "The UMT’s role in response to and prevention of challenges to unit
cohesion, morale, and Soldier resilience as affected by religion..."

Eleventh, DOD Directive 1100.22, E2.1.5.2 is also specific in guidance with
regard to what we do within the above parameters. While the paragraph is
lengthy, the following deserves to be quoted here: "even though many
aspects of their duties are governed by policy and practice, military
Chaplains must use substantial discretion and make value judgments when
interpreting DoD policy and ministering to the pluralistic religious needs of
the military." In fn 23, we read, "Chaplains must use substantial discretion
when requested for actions that certain faith groups consider essential but are
inconsistent with the Chaplain's personal religious beliefs."

In conclusion, and in light of the above parameters of what we do for the
Army, I simply can't understand how a DIV CH sending this book with this
content to subordinate chaplains is in keeping with any of it. I want to take
the time to highlight the damage to our constitutional permission to work as
well as the damage of the book's content to the spiritual, ethical, moral,
morale, resilience and well-being of any commander's personnel. But that
would seem to require something of a paper or essay or even an e-book.

Is the DIV CH entitled to his own theological opinions? YES! We all are!
And I thank God for that. But when a Sr. leader takes the time to utilize his
government communication channels and money to purchase and send books
of a very specific theological flavor to his subordinates, that is stepping
outside the bounds of our duty as chaplains outlined above. Worse, I believe
that the content he provided is not in keeping with the respect and dignity all
other theological views are required and afforded under the constitution.

That is why our personal theological views as chaplains belong within our
churches, chapels, personal doctrinal statements, and endorsing agencies and
NOT within the confines of the military institution. The DIV CH's action
conflates his personal beliefs with his chaplain job thereby sending a
confusing message to the public, to the commander of that unit, and to the
Soldiers and their families.

Thanks for reading. I know that was lengthy. I am jealous for my job. I am
jealous for our corps. And out of that jealousy I seek to guard what we are
supposed to do from what we want to do or wish we could do. When we
stray from the former into the latter, we have watchdogs like Mikey
Weinstein to call our hand. He may not be a friend to the chaplain corps. But
he may be a type of balance that is needed. All it takes is the continued action
of misguided chaplains to bring our jobs into jeopardy.

CLICK FOR BACKGROUND AND TO READ MRFF'S DEMAND
LETTER TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MARK T. ESPER

REGARDING CHAPLAIN (COL) KIM'S ILLICIT EMAILING OF
"CORONAVIRUS AND CHRIST" BOOK

Coverage of MRFF's success in getting proselytizing COVID-19
chaplain videos removed from official military Facebook pages

continues with this superb op-ed from NNY 360.

NNY 360
COVERS MRFF

Army shouldn’t play show-and-tell
concerning religion

By: Jerry Moore

Monday, May 4, 2020

(Excerpts from NNY 360/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Watertown — In reading their essays, it doesn’t take long to figure out where
some writers stand on the removal last month of several videos posted on a
social media platform representing Fort Drum soldiers.

U.S. Army Maj. Scott Ingram and Capt. Amy Smith, two chaplains who
serve on the post, put two videos each onto the official Facebook page of the
10th Mountain Division Sustainment Brigade. Eight soldiers expressed their
objections to the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, which contacted
Fort Drum leadership and requested the videos be removed. The MRFF said
the videos violated the U.S. Constitution’s Establishment Clause.

[…]

Mikey Weinstein, MRFF’s founder and president, called them “illicit
proselytizing videos” that should not have been posted to “the official
command Facebook page of the 10th Mountain Division Sustainment
Brigade.” Fort Drum leaders deemed the videos inappropriate and
ordered them to be removed.

Chris Rodda, MRFF’s senior research director, made an interesting point in
an article published April 20 by DailyKos.com. She wrote: “The Fort Drum
Chapel Facebook page has only 348 followers. The Facebook page of
Fort Drum’s 10th Mountain Division Sustainment Brigade has 7,828
followers. If you were a chaplain bent on proselytizing, which page
would you want your videos on? You’d want those 7,828 soldiers and
family members to get your message to ‘walk with God’ while ‘asking God,
where are you, where are you in the midst of this COVID-19?’ Since the start
of the COVID-19 crisis, the Military Religious Freedom Foundation has been
seeing an uptick in a particular type of complaint — overt proselytizing
videos on official military Facebook pages.”

[…]

But the MRFF raised a valid point about where these videos appeared. To the
extent that it’s proper for the government to dedicate resources for spiritual
purposes, it’s vital that this not be construed as an endorsement of any
religious beliefs. So the Fort Drum Chapel Facebook page would have been
a better spot for these videos rather than the site for the 10th Mountain
Division Sustainment Brigade.

[…]

The MRFF was justified in objecting to the placement of these videos on
the 10th Mountain Division Sustainment Brigade’s Facebook page. This
doesn’t address all the problems that result from the government’s improper
flirtation with religion, but it’s a step in the right direction.

Click to read Article

FRANKLIN GRAHAM TWEETS TO
DONALD TRUMP AND MIKEY WEINSTEIN

ABOUT PROSELYTIZING COVID-19 VIDEOS

4/28/20 – MRFF VICTORY!!! U.S. Army Garrison Redstone Arsenal
Removes Proselytizing COVID-19 Video After MRFF Demand

4/27/20 – MRFF Advisory Board Member Ted Furlow thoroughly
dismantles Catholic League President Bill Donohue's “Christian

Speech Removed From Facebook” Op-Ed

4/27/20 – Op-Ed by MRFF Advisory Board Member Larry
Wilkerson: "The Military Chaplaincy and Its Proper Place"

4/23/20 – MRFF DEMANDS REDSTONE ARSENAL REMOVE
PROSELYTIZING COVID-19 VIDEO FROM FACEBOOK PAGE

4/20/20 – U.S. ARMY, FORT DRUM, NY REMOVES PROSELYTIZING
COVID-19 VIDEO FROM OFFICIAL FACEBOOK PAGE!

4/20/20 – MRFF Op-Ed: "MRFF Gets More Proselytizing COVID-19
Chaplain Videos Removed From Facebook"

4/9/20 – U.S. ARMY, FORT HAMILTON REMOVES PROSELYTIZING
COVID-19 VIDEO FROM OFFICIAL FACEBOOK PAGE!

3/23/20 – AIR FORCE RESERVE REMOVES PROSELYTIZING
COVID-19 VIDEO FROM OFFICIAL FACEBOOK PAGE!

“Terrific Op-Ed on NNY 360”

Sir, he hits the nail on the head when he says, “Governments that favor some
religious expressions over others will ultimately discriminate against those
who do not share those views”. 
 
This type of discrimination is prevalent in the active duty Army Chaplain
Corps especially against minority Chaplains i.e. female, gay and lesbian,
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, etc. 
 
When one decides to no longer drink from that dominant male,
conservative/evangelical/rigid Calvinist stream and attempts to swim against
it and push back against the flow of that stream then “the nail which sticks up
gets pounded back down”.
 
Male centric Conservative Evangelicalism is the dominant culture of the
Army Chaplain and like a dog refusing to let go of a bone if you try to shake
it loose, you end up getting bit, shunned, marginalized. The promotion zone
for Chaplains to full COL is evidence of this in that over the past 2 promotion
zone 37 were selected. Of the 37 there was 1 female, a female of color and a
friend of mine. But that is 1 of 37. The rest were all male, conservative and
evangelical as far as I know. “Unrestricted” Chaplains such as myself, able to
be provide for the Free Exercise of and for ALL are not being promoted…
hence we have an “established” Religion by default or maybe even by
design.
 
V/R
 
(MRFF Active Duty U.S. Military Chaplain Client’s name, rank, unit and
installation all withheld)

Click to Read in Inbox

“complaint was done
‘to ensure church-state separation.’”

Dear Mikey,

Go crawl under a rock! Read the 1st Amendment buster.

Sincerely,

(name withheld)

To see response from
MR FF Ad visory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to Read in Inbox

“Freedom”

At least you can not stop people from praying. People wonder why this world
has gotten worse. Groups like yours are the reason. The military fights for
our freedom. You guys are trying your best to take it away. Good try. You
will never stop people from praying. You will NEVER kill Christianity. All
you are is a ridiculous nuisance. Thank you for making the faith of the true
Christian that much stronger.

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Founder and President
Mikey Weinstein, MRFF Board Member John Compere,

and MRFF Supporter James Chamberlain:

Click to Read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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