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Click to watch (2:43) video of Air Force Lt. Col. McGraw's military
housing "Porch Pulpit" Christian worship services

BACKGROUND:
Every Sunday during the COVID-19 lockdown at USAG Stuttgart,

Germany, Air Force Lt. Col. David McGraw has been forcing the other
military personnel and their families in his on-base military housing

apartment area to listen to his “Porch Pulpit” Christian worship services.

Lt. Col. McGraw, who is not a chaplain, is doing nothing short of
mandating attendance at his worship services, with the other locked-
down personnel having no escape. McGraw’s services have also been
drawing audiences, violating the base’s social distancing guidelines.

THE CHRISTIAN POST
COVERS MRFF

Air Force officer faces backlash for leading worship
services from apartment balcony

By: Samuel Smith

Thursday, May 7, 2020

(Excerpts from The Christian Post/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

A leading church-state separation legal group is calling on the commander
of a U.S. Army base in Germany to take action against a field-grade Air
Force officer who has been leading Christian worship services from the
balcony of his military housing apartment.

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation sent a letter on Tuesday to
Col. Jason W. Condrey, the commander of U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart,
calling for disciplinary measures to be taken against Lt. Col. David McGraw. 

MRFF, which advocates for a strict separation of church and state, says it's
representing 28 military complainants (21 of which are Christian) who
object to McGraw’s “Sunday Christian Porch Preaching” at the Kelley
Barracks, an apartment complex that houses mostly military families with
four kids of more. 

According to an email sent to MRFF by a concerned resident of the
apartment complex, on March 15, McGraw began hosting Sunday services
for the two apartment buildings that overlook the barracks playground. For
the past eight weeks, the email explains, McGraw’s services have drawn
more attendees and have increased in duration. 

The email says song sheets for the weekly services have for the past four
weeks been distributed to the doorsteps of all the apartments in the
buildings. 

[…]

The concerned resident told MRFF that as the services have happened
unabated for the past eight weeks. The resident fears there could be “no end
in sight.”

“This has also become a draw for people that are missing in-person worship
service, so there are more than just residents of our housing community
showing up,” the resident explained. “There are people now standing
around in between the buildings to participate in the service. This is very
much against the social distancing guidelines set forth for military
members and their families.”

[…]

Click to read Article

MRFF'S MAY 5 DEMAND LETTER TO
COLONEL JASON W. CONDREY,

COMMANDER, UNITED STATES ARMY
GARRISON (USAG) STUTTGART, GERMANY

Click to enlarge and read letter

Email response to MRFF's Demand Letter from
Colonel Jason W. Condrey, Commander,

United States Army Garrison (USAG),
Stuttgart, Germany:

On May 5, 2020, at 12:39 PM, Condrey, Jason Wayne COL USARMY
IMCOM EUROPE (USA) <email address withheld> wrote:

Mr. Weinstein,
I appreciate your time today and the detailed information on community
concerns with timeline from the KB Families group. 
Again, I request the opportunity to resolve this directly with any/all of
your clients. To address their concerns of reprisal/revenge, I invite them
to my office or a location of their choosing in civilian clothes and will
guarantee no requests for name, rank, unit, address, or any information that
could be used to identify them. I want our family housing residents to feel
at home in their homes. 
If their concerns prevent that, I understand.

v/r,

Jay

v/r, 

COL Jason W. Condrey
Garrison Commander
Command Group

Email reply from MRFF's Mikey Weinstein to
Col. Jason W. Condrey, Commander,
United States Army Garrison (USAG),

Stuttgart, Germany:

From: Michael L Weinstein <mikeyw4444@icloud.com>
Subject: Re: [Non-DoD Source] MRFF Demand Letter To Commander,
USAG Stuttgart, Germany: Egregious First Amendment Violations Under
Your Command
Date: May 5, 2020 at 1:07:01 PM MDT
To: <email address withheld>

...ok, Jay…thx for your kind offer to personally meet with our MRFF
clients….I am in the process of making all 28 of them aware of it….the
reaction from those I have communicated with so far is that they want to wait
to make a decision about meeting with you until this coming Sunday the 10th
of May….they want to see if you are able to STOP Lt. Col. McGraw from
loudly proselytizing from his Kelley Barracks apartment balcony yet
again….will keep you timely apprised if I get any responses to take up your
offer to meet anonymously prior to that time….thx, Mikey 505-250-7727

EMAIL FROM MRFF CLIENT AT USAG STUTTGART
HELD CAPTIVE BY LT. COL. McGRAW'S

"PORCH PULPIT" CHRISTIAN WORSHIP SERVICES

From: MRFF Active Duty Family Member’s E-Mail Address Withheld
Subject: Urgent Help Requested
Date: May 4, 2020 at 5:25:30 PM MDT
To: Mikey Weinstein <mikey@militaryreligiousfreedom.org>

Mr. Weinstein - I am urgently writing to you to request help with an
inescapable situation happening here in Stuttgart Germany. I am writing on
behalf of several families that live on Kelley Barracks. This is a military post
located in Stuttgart, Germany, and is part of the five military posts known as
U.S. Army Garrison (USAG) Stuttgart. Kelley Barracks is a very small
housing community that has less than 100 families. Most families practice a
variety of faiths with no apparent conflict. 

In mid-March, the Coronavirus ground daily life to a forceful halt here in
Stuttgart. The local U.S. Military population had an ever-increasing and
worryingly high number of positive cases of Coronavirus. The German
government, as well as the military command, put most daily activities on
lockdown to try and stop the rampant spread of the virus. Playgrounds were
roped off, people were required to social distance with anyone outside of
their in-house family, children were sent home from school to be educated
virtually, grocery shopping was placed on a rigid schedule to help with
spreading, in-person religious services were halted and moved to virtual
services, all non-essential services were shuttered. Military members and
their families, in an effort to stop the spread of the virus, complied. There
were many videos on social media from across Europe that showed
communities coming together in song. 

On March 15, 2020, LTC David McGraw hosted a Sunday morning religious
sing-along, for the residents of two buildings that overlook a playground in
the housing area of our military post. Invitations were distributed throughout
a variety of community communication methods. Our military apartment
buildings are 4 apartments high by 3 apartments wide. The acoustics between
the buildings is quite extraordinary. The sing-along happened and life went
on. There were several eyebrows raised because it was happening in Military
housing hosted by an upper-level officer. Most tried not to read too much into
where this was going. However, it happened again the following week. And
the next. At four weeks into this, the song and scripture flyers are now being
placed on individual doorsteps of residents to join in to what is essentially an
evangelical worship service that is happening outside of the multitude of
virtual services being hosted by the Military Chaplains. 

Easter Sunday arrives. It is again LTC McGraw's Porch Pulpit. Residents that
do not want to participate in this version of Easter Sunday are trapped in their
homes and forced to be listening-participants. The only other alternative is to
leave your home in order to not be an unwilling participant in a religious
service not of your choosing. Easter Sunday means different things to
different faiths and this was very much outside the faith of many. Every
Sunday morning, you are a forced captive audience for LTC McGraw to
shout his scriptures across the roped off playground and listen to a selection
of religious songs sung by your neighbors who often out-rank you. This has
now been happening for eight weeks with no end in sight. This has also
become a draw for people that are missing in-person worship service, so
there are more than just residents of our housing community showing
up. There are people now standing around in between the buildings to
participate in the service. This is very much against the social distancing
guidelines set forth for military members and their families. 

The residents and participants of this sing-along are all upper-level officers of
the different branches of the United States Military. These officers across the
Army, Air Force, Navy, & Marines have all been taught throughout their
entire military career that while it is absolutely acceptable to have faith and
practice it, it should not be shoved on others. Much less repeatedly shoved on
others to the point of it being an abuse of power against others in their
home. They absolutely know that this is something that would not be ok if
someone used the architectural acoustics to announce the Call to Prayer of
those in the Muslim faith. If you want to host a bible-study in your home,
you are free to do so. You absolutely should be able to practice your
faith. You should not be able to hold others hostage and disallow their quiet
enjoyment in their own homes. 

There is a system set up that has a building manager for each military
apartment building. This military person is the go-between for the residents
and the Military Housing Office that oversees the rules and regulations put
forth for the residents. These building managers are active participants in this
forced worship service, closing that line of communication for fear of
retribution. The Military Police are unwilling to attend to any noise
complaints outside of the standard quiet hours. There is no way to file an
anonymous complaint that does not come back in retaliation. I could use your
help in any way that you can provide.

Sincerely,

(MRFF Active Duty Family Member’s name, rank, MOS/AFSC, unit,
assigned command and armed forces branch all withheld)

FLYERS FOR LT. COL. McGRAW'S WORSHIP
SERVICES (LIKE THE ONE BELOW), CONTAINING
THAT WEEK'S WORSHIP SONGS AND SCRIPTURE,

HAVE BEEN LEFT ON THE DOORSTEPS OF ALL
PERSONNEL IN THE APARTMENT BUILDINGS

(Click on images to enlarge and read.)

Click to enlarge and read flyer

“Your text”

I just read where the military yielded to an atheist on a complaint about a
post by military chaplains. I can only say I am grateful that our forefathers
who fought in the past wars were not as cowardly as our military leaders of
today are. Religious rights and speech are as acceptable as is atheist
speech. If indeed there is to be a “separation of church and state ” then why
did our founding fathers allow and encourage prayer in the opening of
congress, the opening of the Supreme Court and other government functions?

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to Read in Inbox

“Bingo”

Wow I’m proud of this organization, stopping military personnel from
hearIng the teachings of Christ. They are taught to kill the enemies of our
constitution not love them or turn the other cheek . Kill kill kill, that’s their
job. We don’t need any confusion on their part saying to love their enemies.

(name withheld)

To see responses from MRFF Advisory Board Member
Mike Farrell and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to Read in Inbox

“Why don’t you quit your whining and crying”

Why don’t you quit your whining and crying and just do you? just because
you don’t believe in Jesus or you don’t believe in a higher power and other
people do doesn’t give you any room to whine and cry,e especially because
an army chaplain is doing his job. Why don’t you go sit in your cry room and
suck your thumb and molest your stuffed unicorn like all the other stupid
liberals in the world

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein:

Click to Read in Inbox
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