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GOP CONGRESSMEN AND
DEFENSE DEPT. UNDER SECRETARY

SNUB MRFF ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER
LAWRENCE WILKERSON

Earlier this week, MRFF Advisory Board Member Lawrence Wilkerson,
former Chief of Staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell, requested to
attend a July 23 meeting on Capitol Hill between GOP Congressman

Doug Collins, a Reserve military chaplain on a crusade against MRFF,
GOP Congressman Doug Lamborn, and Under Secretary of Defense
for Personnel and Readiness Matthew P. Donovan, on the subject of
the Congressmen's complaints about MRFF's recent victories.

Col. Wilkerson's request was not only denied,
BUT COMPLETELY IGNORED!

Why?

In Col. Wilkerson's words:
"Simply because these Congressmen's position is

not simply untenable with regard to the Constitution,
it reflects an almost laughable – but dangerous

nonetheless – political position."

MRFF OP-ED
ON LA PROGRESSIVE AND DAILY KOS

The Meeting That Never Was (For Me, Anyway)

By:  Lawrence Wilkerson, MRFF Advisory Board Member

Thursday, July 23, 2020

Recently, I sent this email to the Pentagon:

Under Secretary Donovan,

I understand that a meeting is scheduled for Thursday on
the Hill at which there will be representatives from all the
military services and some of the MOC, including Rep
Doug Collins and Rep Doug Lamborn, who have raised
their concerns about the DOD's recent actions to uphold

the U.S. Constitution with regard to separation of church and state. I also
understand that the MOC will cite the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation (MRFF) as a source of their concerns with regard to those who
have influenced, in their view, the DOD to uphold the U.S. Constitution.

As an advisory member of the board of the MRFF – one who assumed the
position when advisory board member and former USN SEAL Glen Doherty
was killed in Benghazi in 2012 – I have become fully conversant with the
Foundation's important mission to assist in keeping the military in synch with
the Constitution with regard to religion. As such, I understand how important
it is for the MRFF to be present when those who would have the military act
otherwise than in concert with the Constitution put forth their views in
official channels. 

Consequently, I respectfully request that I be permitted to attend the meeting
planned for this Thursday. 

Upon your approval, I request that the meeting details be sent to me by Ms
Warner or her staff, to include requirements mandated by DOD and the
Congress given the present COVID-19 pandemic.

Lawrence B. Wilkerson
Colonel, USA (Retired)
Advisory Board Member
Military Religious Freedom Foundation 

I included my cell phone number so that Under Secretary Donovan's Director
of Operations and official scheduler, Jill Warner, copied on my email, could
pick up the phone and almost instantly respond, in the negative or
affirmative. Or one of her staff could do so. Not an arduous action for them,
to be sure, nor time-consuming. A terse email response would have worked
too.

But I heard nothing.

[…]

I must assume the meeting took place today (Thursday, 23 July). I'm not
absolutely sure it did because I was not there.  Whether or not I would have
been there had I directed my email not to DOD but to the specific
Congressmen, Lamborn and Collins, is hard to say except that I don't
believe either man would have welcomed me. Why?

Simply because these Congressmen's position is not simply untenable
with regard to the Constitution, it reflects an almost laughable – but
dangerous nonetheless – political position, one I would have exposed "in
their midst,” so to speak. That position in its essence is this: military
chaplains have the right, indeed the responsibility, to use their position in the
military to recruit disciples for their particular brand of religion, which in
this case is a very narrowly-based fundamentalist approach to Christianity. 

[…]

Click to read on LA Progressive

Click to read on Daily Kos

CHURCH MILITANT
COVERS MRFF

Christian Militant is a far right Catholic fringe group
whose founder has compared Trump to Constantine.

Marines Criticized for ‘Cancel Culture’ Move

By: William Mahoney, Ph.D.

Wednesday, July 22, 2020

(Excerpts from Church Militant/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (ChurchMilitant.com) - The U.S. Marine Corps
(USMC) is facing fallout for canceling a Christian veteran's speech just
over an hour after an activist group complained.

USMC is taking heat after scrubbing a training session on Saturday following
complaints by the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF). The
MRFF complained to the USMC about Air Force veteran Jay Lorenzen, who
was scheduled to speak at an annual training session, owing to Lorenzen's
ties to various Christian evangelical organizations.

Michael "Mikey" L. Weinstein, founder of the MRFF, said in a press
release on Saturday, "The fact that the Marine [senior] leaders called
back on my personal cell phone 64 minutes later and simply said 'done'
following up with that confirming e-mail makes it QUITE clear that the
senior leadership in Washington agreed with us 100%." 

[…]

Rep. Doug Collins, R-Ga., a military chaplain, said he was "appalled" by
the USMC's quick capitulation "to Mikey Weinstein's atheist demands to
eradicate Christianity from our military."

"While the Department of Defense has a long history of willfully ignoring
the religious freedom of its service members, banning a former Air Force
Academy professor from leading a Marine Corps training because of his
Christian beliefs is absolutely unconscionable," he added. "I look forward
to discussing this with Department of Defense officials at our meeting on
Thursday."

[…]

Click to Read Article

Click to read more about Church Militant: "How a right-wing
Ferndale fringe group is building a multimedia empire"

THE TODD STARNES SHOW
COVERS MRFF

MRFF antagonist GOP Congressman Doug Collins was a
guest on former Fox News's Todd Starnes's podcast.

U.S. Marines Cancel Speaker Due
to Christian Background

By: Staff

Wednesday, July 22, 2020

(Excerpts from the Todd Starnes Show/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Rep. Doug Collins, R-Ga., told the “Todd Starnes Show” on Wednesday that
the Marine Corps canceled a JAG reservist training session last week
after an anti-religion group intervened when it learned that a speaker at a
training session was Chrisitan [ sic ].

Collins said Mikey Weinstein’s group, the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation, was tipped off about the class being taught by a retired Air
Force chaplain who currently works for Cru, which is the largest
evangelical Christian mission in the world. Collins said the volunteer
presenter’s bio mentions biblical leadership during the Battle at Gettysburg.

[…]

Collins, who is running for the Republican Senate seat in Georgia, said
that Weinstein is on a crusade to ban all religion in the military and ignore
200 plus years of history.

[…]

Click to Read Article / Listen to Podcast (@ 20:15)

LACORTE NEWS
COVERS MRFF

LaCorte News was founded by
former Fox News executives.

Marine Corps Facing Criticism After
Canceling Training Session Amid Concerns

About Speaker’s Christian Faith

By: Damjan Tutarkov

Tuesday, July 21, 2020

(Excerpts from LaCorte News/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

The U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) are in hot water for canceling a scheduled
event after concerns were raised about the speaker’s Christian
background.

The story: Jay Lorenzen, an Air Force veteran, was set to give a presentation
to JAG reservists at an annual training on Friday but the event was abruptly
canceled after the nonprofit Military Religious Freedom Foundation
(MRFF) raised concerns that Lorenzen’s religious beliefs might influence his
speech.

In a press release Saturday, MRFF boasted that the organization’s president,
Michael Weinstein, was able to cancel the event in just 64 minutes.

[…]

Georgia congressman Rep. Doug Collins said Monday he was “appalled”
by the USMC’s “willingness to quickly cave to Mikey Weinstein’s atheist
demands to eradicate Christianity from our military.”

[…]

Click to Read Article

PJ MEDIA
COVERS MRFF

PJ Media is an ultra-far-right outlet.

Former Air Force Academy Prof Banned From
Speaking to Marines Because He's Christian

By: Tyler O’Neil

Friday, July 24, 2020

(Excerpts from PJ Media/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Last week, the Marine Corps canceled a training session about the Battle of
Gettysburg because the instructor is — get this! — a Christian who takes his
faith seriously. Air Force veteran Jay Lorenzen, who taught political science
at the Air Force Academy for 12 years and currently directs the High Ground
at Gettsyburg Conference, had previously given trainings on Christian
leadership. The militantly secular Military Religious Freedom Foundation
(MRFF) sent a letter complaining about the training, and the USMC
immediately caved.

Rep. Doug Collins (R-Ga.) told Fox News he was “appalled” by the
USMC’s “willingness to quickly cave to [MRFF President] Mikey
Weinstein’s atheist demands to eradicate Christianity from our military.”

[...]

The USMC had invited Lorenzen to speak at an annual training for Judge
Advocate General (JAG) reservists on Friday, July 24, but MRFF sent a
demand letter claiming the training violated the Establishment Clause of the
First Amendment. After just 64 minutes, the USMC told Mikey Weinstein
the training had been canceled. Weinstein insisted that the quick
cancellation proved his legal arguments correct.

[…]

Click to Read Article

Background on the GOP's ongoing
Congressional attacks against MRFF:

7/21/20 – Another MRFF Victory “Appalls” Fundamentalist
GOP Congressman Doug Collins, Fox News Reports

7/20/20 – GOP Congressman Collins Proposes Absurd
Amendment to Protect Christians in the Military From

MRFF’s Victories!

7/15/20 – GOP U.S. Congress Members Continue
Unmitigated Assault on MRFF and Religious Freedom

7/6/20 – National Defense Authorization Act to Include
Military Training on How to Force Religion on Others

7/2/20 – U.S. Army Sides With MRFF, Incensing 20
Fundamentalist GOP U.S. Congress Members!

6/10/20 – GOP Senator Ted Cruz Condemns MRFF in Press
Release and Letter to Secretary of Defense Mark Esper

5/14/20 – 20 GOP Congress Members Write to Secretary of
Defense Mark Esper Condemning MRFF!

“Support for Mikey!”

Mikey,

I just wanted to reach out and express my enthusiastic support for your
decision to keep Jesus out of Marine Corps instruction!

I read an article expressing disdain for your protection of us, (logical, atheist
service members who don’t believe in fairytales) from a highly regarded
religious nut imposing a disgusting and abhorrent man-made doctrine on my
fellow service members.

We need more people like you sticking up for our CONSTITUTIONAL
RIGHT to not have a state mandated tall-tale shoved down our throat with
the support of the government for which we fiercely defend from those
who’d try to take it from us and our citizens.

I was nearly moved to tears to see such a wonderful thing. It appears as
though, because of folks like you, that there is hope for positive change for us
all.

Thank you so much on behalf of those of us who recognize this danger, and
those of us yet enlightened.

My genuine regards,
(name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

“Sad”

It’s sad you move quick to cancel anything that has to do with
Christianity….I take it you would be ok with Islam? Sad….and really I don’t
care what you say back, cuz I know you would degrade me, cuss at me and
probably call me everything under the sun….but go ahead, cause I’ll just
pray for you. All the negative response you have given not just to me in the
past but to others goes against what God wants us to do. I pity you
really….sad day for you

(name withheld)

To see responses from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“USMC training session”

I am appalled that your stupid org had to get involved and as such had a
training session canceled because of the speakers background in Christianity.

As a 20+ year Marine vet, not many of us agree with your bullshit. Suck it
up- whether he was a Jew or Christian Trainer- so what? Did you get
offended? I guess I’m not too surprised you having served in the Air Force.

Totally pathetic organization.

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Martin France:

Click to read in Inbox

“Disgraceful”

You and your organization continue to be a disgrace and deprive Marines and
military service members of their religious freedom.

I’m a retired Army Officer and your organization is rotten to the core.

Shameful!!!!!

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell:

Click to read in Inbox

“Marine Speaker”

Leave the Marines alone. One of our sayings is GOD, Country and Corps.
Stick to your own Air Force branch, if you want to spew your agenda. You
are probably mad because you couldn’t make it in the Marines. We are sick
of the minority pushing their junk on the majority.

Respectfully Submitted,
(name withheld)
U.S.M.C. and God’s Child

To see responses from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Pathetic crap”

Trample on service members religious rights to appease others.

Apparently you just don’t understand what freedom is.

I served not so that others can think as I do but so they can think and believe
what they wish.

I never thought for one second to infringe on another service religious
freedoms by denying them the courtesy of listening to a speech or
worshipping how the wish.

I know this is falling on deaf ears but I hope it is said by many others that
feel as I do.

You should change your name Military Freedom Destruction League.

To see responses from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“New problem”

So you scared of Christianity.

Well, you have new problem.
 
The military (Air Force) recently altered its code of uniform for the first time
in history allowing “religious” preference to dictate what the member wore.
Where were you? Just silent.
 
There are not now, nor ever will be atheists in a fox hole! Especially under
fire.
 
A member’s religious background to be disclosed is still a requirement
during application and processing.
 
By the way – any and every firmly held belief is considered in today’s world
as a “religion”.
 
So you need to get everyone out of the military!

(name withheld)

To see response from
MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Racists”

Oh look, another form of “acceptable” discrimination. Just more rich, white,
closet racists, trying to subjugate black people, the majority of which are
Christians. MRF is a racist, discriminatory organization. If you don’t like
Christians, then you don’t like the majority of black people. Period. You
enacted action that unfairly, disproportionately affects the Black Community
within the United States Military by not allowing them to have bible verses
on their dog tags. If you think the military is somehow discriminatory against
people that are not Christians I’ll remind you that “Jedi” is an acceptable
religion to be printed on dog tags. Yeah, religion is an epidemic in the
military. Or is it just Christians? Should Sihk officers not be allowed to wear
their religious headgear because it displays openly their religion. Jews? No
kippa? No tzittzit? Which is it, because to single out one religion is by
definition discrimination, backed by a license to practice law, or not. Also
most ethnic peoples are religious. So with as much progress as we are
making in equality, finally, why is MRF going against the grain? This is your
cause? Hopelessness? Your organization is run by someone who graduated a
military academy, with no understanding, or care about second, or third order
consequences. Seems Legit.

(name withheld)

To see responses from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“Dog tags”

Dear Sirs:

How can you be against putting some religious quote on dog tags? Get your
information straight!! “Separation of Church and State” IS NOT IN THE
CONSTITUTION!

It is from a letter written by Thomas Jefferson in 1803. Read your own web
sight on the Constitution-“ prohibiting the free exercise thereof”. Are you
traitors to this Country and the Constitution?

(name withheld)

To see responses from
MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

“This is a waste of an organization”

This is a waste of an organization. This is a judeo-christian country. As such,
its principles were built upon that.

(name withheld)

To see responses from
MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein,

MRFF Advisory Board Member Mike Farrell
and MRFF Board Member John Compere:

Click to read in Inbox

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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