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Monday Afternoon, August 10, 2020

CATHOLIC MRFF ADVISORY BOARD
MEMBER SKEWERS FAR-RIGHT

CATHOLIC LEAGUE'S BILL DONOHUE IN
LETTER TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

In response to a letter sent by the Catholic League's bloviating
Bill Donohue to Secretary of Defense Esper, in which Mr. Donohue

parroted the misinformation about MRFF straight from Senator
Ted Cruz's similar letter to Secretary Esper attacking MRFF,

MRFF Advisory Board Member Ted Furlow has written
a scathing rebuttal, also sent to Secretary Esper.

"While I am not without credentials, Jesuit educated from high
school to a Master’s Degree in theology, decades of parish level
and diocesan level ministry, and 16 years as the Pastoral Planner

for a Diocese, I do not portend to be the voice of the Church or the
'largest' anything within it. Neither is Mr. Donohue. He is a niche

player on the far right traditionalist wing of today’s Church, whose
support of Senator Cruz’s trumped up argument is nothing more

than a political honk to drum support for his paper league."

—Ted Furlow, MRFF Advisory Board Member

MRFF Advisory Board Member Ted Furlow's letter to
Secretary of Defense Mark Esper, searingly rebutting

Catholic League President Bill Donohue's letter
attacking and misrepresenting MRFF

Click to enlarge and read letter

Catholic League President Bill Donohue's misleading
and dishonest letter to Secretary of Defense Esper,
parroting GOP Senator Ted Cruz's misinformation

(Note that Donohue's Catholic League's Board of Advisors
includes such "luminaries" as Trump’s Director of
the National Economic Council, Larry Kudlow.)

Click to enlarge and read letter

Click to read Sen. Cruz's 8/3/20 letter to Secretary of Defense Esper

Click to read Sen. Cruz's 6/9/20 letter to Secretary of Defense Esper

Background on Sen. Ted Cruz and the GOP's
Ongoing Congressional Attacks Against MRFF:

8/4/20 – Desperate and Laughable GOP Senator Ted Cruz
Still Railing Against MRFF’s Constitutional Victory!!

7/21/20 – Another MRFF Victory “Appalls” Fundamentalist
GOP Congressman Doug Collins, Fox News Reports

7/20/20 – GOP Congressman Collins Proposes Absurd
Amendment to Protect Christians in the Military From

MRFF’s Victories!

7/15/20 – GOP U.S. Congress Members Continue
Unmitigated Assault on MRFF and Religious Freedom

7/6/20 – National Defense Authorization Act to Include
Military Training on How to Force Religion on Others

7/2/20 – U.S. Army Sides With MRFF, Incensing 20
Fundamentalist GOP U.S. Congress Members!

6/10/20 – GOP Senator Ted Cruz Condemns MRFF in Press
Release and Letter to Secretary of Defense Mark Esper

5/14/20 – 20 GOP Congress Members Write to Secretary of
Defense Mark Esper Condemning MRFF!

“The Bibles are gone, thank you”

Mikey,

I checked in one more time this morning, and the Bibles haven’t returned.
The same “The Word” magazines that I sent a picture of are out, but seems
like they’ve conceded as far as the Bibles go.

Thank you again for your decisive action in dealing with this blatant
violation of the constitution. Because of MRFF’s work, the thousands of
sailors who come through NPTU each year for training will not face this kind
of proselytization. I’ve been uncomfortable with the public and exclusive
presence of Christianity in the Navy for some time, but have not felt
comfortable speaking out for fear of reprisal. I am thankful to have MRFF
taking a firm stand against Christian fundamentalists who believe that it is
their right to advertise Christian beliefs anywhere and everywhere in the
military.

Respectfully,

(Active Duty U.S. Navy Officer’s name, rank, MOS and unit all withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

"Appreciation to MRFF"

Dear MRFF,

All I want is to be accepted by a military that is, and always will be,
religiously neutral. Thank you for being a fundamental part of that future.

I’ve been a Navy officer for (number of years withheld) years, am serving
overseas, and have reached my limit with unavoidable military
prayers. Every evening while underway, a prayer is given to the crew. This
prayer is inescapable because the speakers infiltrate every corner of the
ship. There are also prayers at formal events, where I am obligated to stand in
formation. The chaplain starts the event with the words I’ve come to detest:
“Let Us Pray.” I silently scream, “No! Don’t use the word ‘Us.’ There is no
unity because I am not participating!” Yet, I keep my cries of oppression to
myself because I must conform, a silent participant to this unconstitutional
atrocity, ashamed I am coerced to compromise my (non-faith group name
withheld) identity.

A few days ago, I noticed a military gate guard with a religious patch on his
bulletproof vest. Knowing this is unconstitutional, I confronted the sailor,
demanding to speak with his superior. His superior approaches and I explain
the violation. He justifies it as “no big deal” and I see the rolling eyes and
shaking head I know all too well. I recognize his unspoken words used to
describe me: Intolerant, Angry (non-faith group name withheld), Bigot,
Troublemaker, Warrior Against Peaceful Religion. I continue to explain the
violation when he interrupts me with the belittling statement: “So you are just
offended?” Apparently, my defense of the constitution is seen as one man
complaining like a child.

I’m so glad I reached out to MRFF for help, because my next gut punch was
right around the corner. One of my leaders was addressing the
command. Unrelated to the topic at hand and out of nowhere he says, “Make
sure you reflect upon the phrase ‘So Help Me God’ in your oath.” Once
dismissed, I rush to the bathroom and burst into tears. I fight to keep my sobs
silent, afraid someone will hear and ask what is wrong. I don’t want to tell
anyone because I know they will not understand. To them, it is just words. To
me, it is a knife that cuts deep. I cry because, as a (non-faith group name
withheld), I’ve thought more about ‘So Help Me God’ than most theists. That
religious phrase marks my shame, for I’ve said those words due to the
implicit obligation to conform, but at the expense of my own integrity.

As I cried, I remembered a few days prior when Mr. Weinstein, the top dog
of MRFF, the founder himself, personally replied to my request for help in 15
minutes. I took solace reflecting upon how Mikey insisted on video chatting
with me, each night, to support my battle against the religious patch. My
tears slowly abated because I knew tonight would be no different. While
everyone around me may see a (non-faith group name withheld) who
overreacts to mere words, my friend Mikey knew those words are painful
weapons of isolation.

Mikey, a never-ending thank you for your legal advice and moral
support. Thank you for helping me get my voice to leadership in Wash.
D.C./Pentagon as I advocate for my constitutionally protected (non-faith
group name withheld) rights. Thank you in advance for your upcoming moral
support as I build the courage to break formation during the next prayer, and
for your future guidance through the inevitable backlash. Thank you for
finally giving me the courage to stand up for my beliefs.

(U.S. Naval Officer’s, name, rank, MOS, unit and assigned installation all
withheld)
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SUPPORT MRFF!
Your Generous Support Allows us to Continue our

Fight in the Courts and in the Media

Make a Donation

Join MRFF's Constitution Society (Recurring Donation)

Help Build the Wall : Donate a "Brick"!
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