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MRFF VICTORY!

NAVY CHAPLAIN’S PROSELYTIZING 
CHRISTIAN-ONLY EMAILS

TO ALL *SOCCENT PERSONNEL
CEASE AFTER MRFF’S DEMAND

(*SOCCENT, Special Operations Command Central)

Immediately upon receipt of MRFF's lead client email (8/13/20, see below)
one of 11 clients on this matter, several of whom are active duty Navy
SEALs, MRFF contacted SOCCENT’s Rear Admiral Frank M. Bradley
(8/19/20, see below) demanding that Navy Chaplain, [LCDR] Terry L.

Moran stop sending Christian only proselytizing emails
to ALL SOCCENT personnel.

Within one week of MRFF's lead client's original (8/13/20) email
requesting MRFF’s assistance, MRFF’s lead client emailed a confirmation
on (8/19/20, see below) that the Christian Proselytizing emails from Navy

Chaplain Moran and his subordinate had ceased.

"Chaplains have every right to communicate with their fellow
armed forces members via E-mail but, if they wish to frequently

blanket EVERYONE in their respective units, they must keep their
communications secular. "

—Excerpt from Mikey Weinsteins' letter below to
Navy SOCCENT Rear Admiral Frank M. Bradley

CROOKS AND LIARS
COVERS MRFF

Bible Belt Meets Persian Gulf

By: Paul Rosenberg

Saturday, August 22, 2020

(Excerpts from Crooks and Liars/Emphasis and Open Quote Added by MRFF)

Religious proselytizing, which threatens unit cohesion, morale and discipline,
is a recurrent threat in America’s military today, which the Military Religious
Freedom Foundation deals with on almost daily basis. But it’s arguably the
most threatening where confrontation with potential enemies Is most
imminent. Which is why alarm bells went off on August 13, when an
email from a US Navy member with a special operations unit in Qatar
(under the U.S. Special Operations Command Central, aka
“SOCCENT”) raised these sadly all-to-common concerns to MRFF
founder and President Mikey Weinstein.

[...]

As usually happens in such cases, the initial complainant was not alone
—MRFF quickly gained a total of 11 clients (6 self-identified as
Christians) seeking help in gaining protection—and Weinstein wrote the
SOCCENT commander, Rear Admiral Frank M. Bradley on August 15,
alerting him to the situation and requesting immediate action:

[...]

Although MRFF has not heard back from Admiral Bradley or his staff, the
situation in Qatar appears to have changed dramatically as a result, according
to the most recent email from their initial client:

[...]

More needed to be done, Weinstein said:

"Navy Chaplain (Lt. Commander) Terry Moran should be justly, visibly
and swiftly punished by the United States Navy for his savaging of the
U.S. Constitution and his clearly illicit attempts to subordinate his sworn
oath to same for the greater glory of his personal fundamentalist
Chrisitian proselytizing and missionary efforts to SOCCENT personnel,
the majority of whom he militarily outranks."

[...]

Click to Read Full Article

Military Religious Freedom Foundation
Founder & President Mikey Weinstein's

Full Statement Condemning Navy Chaplain Moran's
Proselytizing Christian-Only Emails

to All SOCCENT Personnel

Thursday, August 20, 2020

MRFF acknowledges with guarded gratitude the Special
Operations Command Central (SOCCENT) Commander,
Rear Admiral Frank Bradley, for apparently concurring and
complying with MRFF’s specific written demands for he
and his senior SOCCENT staff to immediately curtail the
ugly and wholly unconstitutional Christian proselytizing
occurring in his command by Christian Navy Chaplain (Lt.

Commander) Terry L.Moran.

MRFF learned the hard fought lesson many years ago, through our long
history of armed forces civil rights advocacy, that the most egregious
Church-State separation violations in all of the vast galaxy of DoD command
units around the globe occurred with shocking frequency and regularity in
the Special Operations (SPEC OPS) communities to include the Navy
SEALs, Army Green Berets and Delta Force, USMC Raiders and USAF PJ’s
et al.

Now just think about this for a quick second, my friends. When this nation's
VERY toughest sailors, soldiers, Marines and airmen are, themselves, too
fearful to confront their own respective SPEC OPS chains of commands
when it comes to the repulsive spectre of fundamentalist Christian bullying,
supremacy, primacy and dominance, well, it’s NOT a mere ‘problem,'’ issue'
or ‘challenge’ anymore. Indeed, quite on the contrary, it’s a genuine national
security threat to America INTERNALLY every bit as much as what we are
continually facing EXTERNALLY from the extremist likes of the Taliban,
ISIS, Al Qaeda, Boka Haram, Al-Shabaab etc.

When the SPEC OPS command climate is THIS toxic that it forces these
TRULY elite American warriors (most of whom are Christians) to reach out
and ask MRFF to fight for them to protect the sworn oaths they all took to
support and defend the United States Constitution, it’s a truly repulsive and
critically dangerous state of affairs indeed.

Navy Chaplain (Lt. Commander) Terry Moran should be justly, visibly and
swiftly punished by the United States Navy for his savaging of the U.S.
Constitution and his clearly illicit attempts to subordinate his sworn oath to
same for the greater glory of his personal fundamentalist Christian
proselytizing and missionary efforts to SOCCENT personnel, the majority of
whom he militarily outranks.

Original (8/13/20) Email from MRFF Lead Client
Detailing Navy Chaplain Terry L. Moran's
Christian Only Proselytizing Emails

From: MRFF SOCCENT Client’s E-Mail Address Withheld
Subject: SOCCENT Unconstitutional Religious Overreach
Date: August 13, 2020 at 10:14:23 PM MDT
To: Michael L Weinstein <mikeyw4444@icloud.com>

To the MRFF,

I am a member of SOCCENT, the Special Operations Command Central, a
sub-unified command of the U.S. Central Command. To be straightforward, I
am deeply concerned about the recent preferential advertisement of
Christian-oriented religious services by the Chaplain, [LCDR] Terry L.
Moran and his Religious Affairs NCOIC [RP1] Thomas Keble.

Since the beginning of July, emails which previously only included
information about on-base events such as Dining Facility menus, theater
times and special events have begun to include notifications of Bible study
meetings with topics like “Know Your Enemy,” two or three times per week.
These emails are exclusively for Christian religious studies. I have not, to
date, seen any form of religious outreach to non-Christian troops. You will
find attached within a postscript examples of these emails, with some
information removed for OPSEC.

As someone who has fought to preserve the First Amendment as part of the
Constitution, I deeply respect the right of all Americans to worship freely.
But that freedom comes with a responsibility to maintain a religiously neutral
atmosphere for the good order and discipline of the troops. I know that there
are Christian, Muslim, Jewish and many others who practice other faith
traditions as well as many non-religious people forward deployed who cannot
take comfort in sectarian Christian ministry from the Chaplain. For the
Chaplain to show preference for such a narrow band of Christian teachings
excludes troops of any other religious conviction.

As I’m sure you know, being deployed adds significant stressors to the lives
of those who serve. The Chaplaincy is supposed to function as relief and
respite for servicemembers. It cannot perform that function if it demonstrates
through word and action that it serves some troops more fully than others.

I’m not naive — I know some will say that in reaching out to you, I’m trying
to tear down the Chaplaincy, but that’s not what I want at all. I want it to
succeed. I want it to be a source of support and peace far from home for all
servicemembers, not merely a select few. 

Very Respectfully

A Spartan

Postscript. Please see below examples of emails that have been sent to
SOCCENT members by Terry Moran, the Chaplain and his assistant.
Location names and times were redacted for OPSEC.

1. Spartans:
Come learn about our New Life In Christ! Sing some Praise and worship songs.
Blessings,
Terry L. Moran

2. SPARTANS,
Bible Study this Wednesday in the [redacted] Auditorium @[Time], then a repeat at [Time]
Christian Worship Service this Saturday in the [redacted] Auditorium @[Time].
RP1 Keble Thomas Jr

3. Good morning Spartans,
Christian worship service will be held in the [redacted] Auditorium at [Time]. Please join
us.
Terry L. Moran

4. Did you know that a little sea creature that has rocks in its head can teach us a lot
about living by principle? Come and be blessed!
Terry L. Moran

5. We have had two studies on Know Your Enemy. Once you know who your enemy is, we
discuss how to overcome him. Now, we will do a series on Know Your Savior. Come and
be blessed.
Terry L. Moran

6. Good morning Spartans,
Reminder: Since today is Wednesday we have a Bible Study at [Time]and [Time]
Title: Know Your Enemy Part 2
Description: We will unmask Man’s worst enemy.
Terry L. Moran

The above emails all started occurring multiple times per week after the
below initial email was sent out 

7. Some Smashing News From Your RST,
I have a few things I want to bring to your attention.

Do you have any stresses that you want to talk about? Please come by my office, at the
RST, across from [redacted]. You will see A [redacted] Chaplain sign on the wall.

Is there anything you want me to pray about with you? We have a prayer request drop box
on the wall, and there are prayer request slips that you can take and fill out. We take those
very seriously. We will pray over those requests that come in.  

We will be starting a Bible Study in the [redacted] Auditorium on Wednesday [Date] at
[Time]. If you are unable to come in the morning, the same class will be offered again at
[Time}. We will hand out outlines of the Scriptures we go over in class for you to review on
your own.

We will also be starting a Christian Worship Service in the [redacted] Auditorium on
Saturday [Date] at [Time]. We will be giving a program to everybody who comes. Come be
a part of our fellowship.

We will send out a reminder of each event one hour before since this is a new occurrence.

We also get care packages from several different organizations during the week. We get
goodies to hand out to service personnel. So come by our office space and check it out!

Have a great day!

Happy Fourth of July Spartans!

Respectfully,
(MRFF Client’s name, rank, MOS, and all other identifiers withheld)

End Postscript

8/15/20 Email from MRFF to Navy Rear Admiral Frank
M. Bradley, Special Operations Command Central,

(SOCCENT) Demanding Stoppage of Navy Chaplains'
Christian Only Proselytizing Emails

to All SOCCENT Personnel

From: Michael L Weinstein <mikeyw4444@icloud.com>
Subject: SOCCENT Unconstitutional Religious Overreach
Date: August 15, 2020 at 3:34:06 PM MDT
To: Frank M. Bradley
Cc: Keith Dunkle, Terry L. Moran, Thomas Keble

Dear Rear Admiral Frank M. Bradley,

Sir, firstly, I’d like to thank you for your outstanding and selfless service to
our country. I am familiar with your nonpareil military accomplishments.

My name is Mikey Weinstein and I head up a large civil rights advocacy
organization called the “Military Religious Freedom Foundation” (MRFF).

MRFF presently represent over 70,000 Active Duty, Reserve and Guard
sailors, soldiers, Marines, coastguardsmen, airmen and veterans as well as
cadets and midshipmen at the several U.S. military academies, OCS/OTS and
ROTC. Our main MRFF Mission is to protect the Constitutionally-
guaranteed separation of Church and State in the United States Armed
Forces. About 95% of our MRFF clients happen to be practitioners of the
various Christian faith traditions. Of course, we also represent many service
members who follow a literal galaxy of other faiths as well as those who
identify as Agnostic, Atheist, Humanist and Secularist.

For more information on MRFF, please see this link, sir:
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/

Former Navy SEAL, the late great Glen Doherty, was one of our first MRFF
Advisory Board members and was a tireless MRFF advocate and dear friend
right up until the tragic attack on our nation's consulate in Benghazi which so
sadly took his life.
 
I see that you are an Annapolis graduate, as was my recently deceased father,
Jerry Weinstein, who was a Distinguished Graduate in the USNA Class of
’53. His best friend there was his classmate Ross Perot. Ironically, years later,
I became Mr. Perot’s first General Counsel at Perot Systems Corporation.

I graduated from the Air Force Academy in the Class of ’77 and 4 of my kids
have also graduated from the Air Force Academy. Several are still serving.

Now, to the matters at hand please, Admiral.

MRFF has recently been receiving some very troubling complaints
downrange from U.S. armed forces personnel under your direct command at
SOCCENT. Indeed, MRFF is currently representing 11 SOCCENT personnel
on this matter, of whom 6 identify as practicing Christians. The others are
from minority faiths or non-faith belief systems.

The descriptive E-mail below mine, from one of MRFF’s multiple clients,
will specifically explain and flesh-out the matter to you.

In short, Admiral, one of your chaplains downrange, Lt. Commander Terry L.
Moran, has clearly overstepped the Rules of Engagement, re: his official
duties, by repeatedly proselytizing his ENTIRE unit with a bevy of clearly
sectarian Christian-only E-mails. 

We at MRFF have faced these exact same situations many times but never
before in your command, sir. 

Chaplains have every right to communicate with their fellow armed forces
members via E-mail but, if they wish to frequently blanket EVERYONE in
their respective units, they must keep their communications secular. If
Chaplain (LCDR) Moran wishes to send out E-mails which are targeting a
Christian-only SOCCENT audience, that is also quite fine as long as he is
sending such sectarian, Christian-ONLY messages to those SOCCENT
personnel who have either asked to be so included on them or are otherwise
part of his regular Chaplain-serving constituency such as those he has
established a close pastoral relationship with or those who might regularly
attend his services etc.

Unfortunately, Chaplain (LCDR) Moran and his Religious Affairs NCOIC,
RP1 Thomas Keble are doing the exact opposite of what is permitted. 

Their persistent sending out of these obviously Christian-only, unsolicited E-
mails to ALL SOCCENT personnel is totally violative of the No
Establishment Clause of the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights of the
U.S. Constitution, all germane, construing Federal caselaw on same, a
plethora of DoD and Military Branch-specifc Directives, Instructions and
Regulations, the Core Values of the several Military Branches and the UCMJ.

Sir, it is possible that you are unaware of what has been going on. The
SOCCENT members who came to MRFF for help justly fear reprisal and
retribution if they went up through the SOCCENT chain of command with
their complaints. Thus, that Command Climate problem is also worrisome.

Admiral, please ensure that Chaplain (LCDR) Moran immediately ceases and
desists from further BLANKETING his fellow SOCCENT members with his
Christian-only E-mail proselytizing “ministry” and immediately conforms to
the easy-to-work with boundaries outlined above in all of his future
SOCCENT E-mail communications et al.

Our terrific U.S. military is a VERY diverse workplace. One of DoD’s
greatest strengths IS its diversity. By sending out his Christian-ONLY E-
mails to ALL SOCCENT personnel, Chaplain (LCDR) Moran is seriously
and most deleteriously degrading the good order, morale, discipline and unit
cohesion of his SOCCENT comrades.

Please swiftly do whatever is needed to timely rein him back in within the
proper Constitutional bounds as, again, outlined earlier in this E-mail from
MRFF to you, sir

Please kindly advise soonest, Admiral.

with sincerest respect and gratitude,

Michael L. “Mikey” Weinstein, Esq.
Founder and President
Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF)
505-250-7727

…and, for my dad, BEAT ARMY!!

Thank You Email from MRFF's Lead Client for
Stoppage of Navy Chaplain, [LCDR] Terry L. Moran's

Proselytizing Emails Within One Week

From: MRFF SOCCENT Client’s E-Mail Address Withheld
Subject: Thank you for your help, MRFF Staff!
Date: August 19, 2020 at 11:35:06 PM MDT
To: Michael L Weinstein <mikeyw4444@icloud.com>

MRFF Staff
First and foremost I want to thank you.

Last week I emailed you, letting you know that at SOCCENT there was a
Navy chaplain who was emailing (ie. proselytizing) the entire org-box with
invitations to Christian Bible studies. I passed along that I felt this was
harmful to the good order, morale, discipline and unit cohesion of the many
servicemembers at SOCCENT whose religious tradition is other-than-
Christian. For the past year at least, regular invitations were extended for
exclusively Christian gatherings, and since Chaplain (LCDR) Terry Moran
took command of the Chaplaincy in early July, those invitations expanded to
occur multiple times a week, or even multiple times a day!

I can tell you now, that those Christian proselytizing messages have stopped
being distributed to our official, military inboxes. From myself and the other
SOCCENT servicemembers (many who are actually practicing Christians
themselves but yet clearly saw how wrong this was) who felt second-class for
our form of belief, thank you for your help!

I'm sorry that I had to reach out to you, but SOCCENT is a tight-knit
community, and as they say in the military, "if you stick out, prepare to be
hammered." This was what drove me and my fellow SOCCENT Spartans to
reach out to you all at the MRFF, fear of reprisal from the official SOCCENT
chain of command. I know you understand, and we all appreciate that MRFF
is willing to take the heat for servicemembers.

To follow up on something I said in my initial email to you, I am somewhat
disappointed that there was a silent cessation of emails, and not the extension
of an olive branch for non-Christian members. It is against the oath we swore
to the U.S. Constitution and many regulations to offer sectarian Christian
services to the exclusion of others, but I am still disappointed that Chaplain
(LCDR) Moran seems to have taken his ball and gone home, rather than used
this as an opportunity to offer the Chaplaincy to all of SOCCENT, no matter
their belief or even lack thereof. That said, we'll take silence over weekly
unlawful Christian proselytization.

MRFF Staff, Thank all of you again for being there and getting this mission
DONE!

A Spartan (MRFF Client’s name, rank, MOS, and all other identifiers
withheld)

MRFF REBUTTAL OP-ED
IN UNION BULLETIN

Click to Read Original 8/16/20 Letter-to-the-Editor "Is common sense Dead"
Prompting Wilkerson's Op-Ed Response

Simplistic views won't work in complex world

By: Lawrence Wilkerson

MRFF Advisory Board Member
Former Chief of Staff to Sec. of State Colin Powell

Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)

Friday, August 21, 2020

Daryl Schreiner’s letter to the editor published Sunday in the
Union-Bulletin is basically correct about the need for
common sense in today’s world, but clearly not in the way he
intended.

In today’s COVID-19 ravaged world, in the tense atmosphere
that’s building leading to one of the most important elections

in U.S. history, and in a global order that is rapidly unraveling, much more
than common sense is required.

In fact, it’s going to require some of the best minds with the best character in
our history to navigate what promises to be a very dangerous future. Mr.
Schreiner’s simplistic but perhaps comfortable views won’t pass muster in
such a complex world.

What America urgently requires today is an aroused, literate, historically
knowledgeable, concerned and energetic citizenry — something akin to the
highly capable citizenry we had in 1776. Lack of historical knowledge, lack
of clarity of vision, a willingness to blame others for our own inadequacies
— all traits Mr. Schreiner’s letter displays — along with undertones of
systemic racism, simply won’t pass muster.

[...]

Click to Read Op-Ed
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