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AFTER CAPITOL INSURRECTION,
WILL MILITARY FINALLY HEED

MRFF'S LONG-TIME WARNING OF
CHRISTIAN NATIONALIST EXTREMISTS?

“The retired military played an outsized role in Trump's coup attempt.
And Christian nationalism and dominionism played an outsized role in

preparing them for it. Warnings go back more than 15 years.”
— Crooks and Liars

2012 photo of Marines with Nazi SS flag exposed by MRFF,
leading to Marine Corps ban on Nazi symbols.

CROOKS AND LIARS
COVERS MRFF

The Coup & The Military-Christian Nationalist
Industrial Complex

By: Paul Rosenberg

Monday, January 25, 2021

(Excerpts from Crooks and Liars/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

As different facets of the origins of Trump’s failed coup keep emerging from
the shadows, one elephant in the room remains: the role of Christian
nationalists and hard-core dominionists in driving the participation of
retired military in the insurrection, which an NPR report has tentatively
been estimated at around 20%—almost three times their presence in the
general population.

While stories have highlighted the roles of Christian nationalists as well as
those with military training, journalists are belatedly scrambling to grasp the
connection between the two—a connection made crystal clear by the
Military Religious Freedom Foundation when Larry R. Brock was
identified as an Air Force Academy graduate. Almost immediately, MRFF
founder and president Mikey Weinstein penned a blistering open letter to the
Air Force Academy, bluntly headlined, “We Told You So.”

While the NPR report linked above traced the connection between military
personnel and extremists—particularly white supremacists—the problem
with Christian nationalists may be even worse, Weinstein told Crooks and
Liars, whether from a lack of capacity or lack of will.

[…]

Shared enmity is a big reason why the two go together so well. “Both white
supremacy and fundamentalist/dominionist Christianity share an
indescribable hatred for American democracy…especially amped up in
our military,” Weinstein said. “And they both attempt to base this
boundless, seething hatred upon their shared tortured version of extremist
Christianity. They will cite biblical passages ad nauseam to justify their
wretched exclusivist views, just as those slave owners constantly did to
justify slavery in the U.S., and just as the segregationists did in Congress and
universally elsewhere to justify ‘separate but equal’ and Jim Crow.” Thus,
“What happened on Jan 6th was not merely overnight in the making for
the U.S. military. It was decades in the making, generations in the
making.”

[…]

Click to read article

SALON
COVERS MRFF

The struggle for religious freedom — from Thomas
Jefferson to Black Lives Matter

By: Paul Rosenberg

Saturday, January 23, 2021

(Excerpts from Salon/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

"We warned you": The military's religious freedom problem

But if the Fulton case, and others like it, have gotten too little attention, that's
even more true of religious freedom issues in the military, where long-
standing Supreme Court doctrine subordinates religious expression to the
military mission, which is to preserve freedom for all Americans. That in turn
depends on maintaining unit cohesion, good order, morale and discipline —
which religious proselytizing necessarily undermine. The Military Religious
Freedom Foundation has been fighting Christian nationalism as a
destructive force in the military for more than 15 years, warning that it is
fundamentally incompatible with the military's mission.

Some branches of the military are better, some worse, at restraining this
corrosive force. The Air Force Academy, where MRFF founder and
president Mikey Weinstein graduated, is arguably the worst. One of its
graduates, Larry Brock, was one of two insurrectionists wearing combat
gear arrested in the wake of the Jan. 6 Capitol invasion.

[…]

In an open letter to the Air Force Academy, posted at Daily Kos, the MRFF
wrote: "We warned you that this radical, right-wing influence found not
only at USAFA, but tolerated or even endorsed by senior officers throughout
the Air Force, caused a toxic leadership environment and eroded unit
cohesion, good order, morale, and discipline. We constantly worried and
warned that these seemingly (to some) innocuous events would lead to
embarrassment for our Air Force Academy or worse — and that's
exactly what's happened." …

[…]

Click to read article

Click to read MRFF Founder and President Mikey
Weinstein's Open Letter to the U.S. Air Force Academy:

"We Told You So"

MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein’s
Statement on President Biden Lifting

Military Transgender Ban

“The Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF)
whole-heartedly commends and applauds President Biden
and Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin for lifting the
wretchedly bigoted and unconstitutional ban of
Transgender personnel from honorably serving their
country in the U.S. Armed Forces!

MRFF presently has just under 1,100 LGBTQA clients
among its more than 72,000 total DoD/veteran client base, of whom 16
proudly identify as Transgender."

MRFF Transgender Veteran Client’s
Statement on President Biden Lifting

Military Transgender Ban
For the second time, the ban on transgender people serving in the military has
been lifted. This event is being heralded by the MRFF and is a day to be
celebrated, because it is a demonstration of the virtues we espouse of
freedom and equality championed by the MRFF. However, this day
should not have been necessary if not for the cult of fear mongering
hypocrites known as the fundamentalist Christian Right.

Under the distorted guise of Christian morality, this cult has attacked anyone
and anything that does not conform to their warped and limited sense of
selective freedom and equality. They are only accepting of those who look
like them, act like them, believe like them and dress like them. The resulting
xenophobia becomes a call to arms to attack those who differ from them and,
like any virus, spread their message of “religiously-sanctioned” hate beyond
the borders. To them, diversity breeds open minds. People with open minds
think critically and will recognize the hate-filled ideology for the deception
that it is.

One of their prime diversity targets has been the LGBTQ community. They
have lost ground on their war against diverse sexual orientation (LGB) in the
military, but have ramped up their attacks on diverse gender identity (TQ)
community. Their baseless attacks on transgender people have proven false
by fact-based studies and real-life integration in the military. I am living
proof that a transgender person can serve very successfully in the military,
protecting our nation, preserving freedom and defending the Constitution.

To suggest that the 24 years of my life I dedicated to serving my country as
an Air Force officer and Air Force Academy graduate are denigrated by
my being a transgender person not only cruelly insults my integrity, but also
those who gave their lives for this country and those with whom I served.

The efforts of the fundamentalist Christian Right to insidiously transform the
U.S. military into a ruthless, sectarian Christian army to spread their bigoted,
dominionist dogma, requires a purging, or conversion, of non-believers and
an influx of new recruits. The reimplementation of the ban 4 years ago was a
clear act of baseless, discriminatory purging. A dehumanizing cruel wrong
that is now, once again, being made right. However, the pernicious takeover
of the military continues. They blatantly exploit the service academies and
basic training programs to create “Government-paid missionaries for Jesus
Christ” within the military. Likewise, they are abusing the rank conscious
culture of the military to force subordinates to adhere to their cult’s narrow-
mindedness.

While many organizations have worked for and are praising today’s removal
of the transgender ban, only the MRFF is focusing on the root cause. The
MRFF is shining a light and challenging the fundamentalist Christian Right’s
illegal annexation of the U.S. military. The MRFF is defending the country's
founding principles of separation of church and state and the freedom to
worship or not worship as you choose, not as someone else chooses. 
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“Air Force Academy must censure
Weinstein family graduates!”

I am a graduate of the Air Force Academy and have grown tired of the
constant attacks by the jewish Class of 1977 grad Michael Weinstein and his
blunt instrument weapon the MRFF.

The Academy is mostly Christian and white because-NEWS FLASH-quite
simply that’s the same way our country is.

The Academy is also mostly conservative, male and non-gay because of-
NEWS FLASH-the same reason.

It doesn’t mean that there is any bigotry going against libtards, negroes,
orientals, mexicans, jews or muslims or atheists or queers or female cadets or
faculty.

Weinstein just picks on the Academy out of spite because he and his children
couldn’t take the tough environment of our school.

[...]

To see responses from
MRFF Board Member John Compere,

MRFF Advisory Board Members Mike Farrell, Martin France
and James Currie, MRFF Allies Rabbi Joel R. Schwartzman

and Mike Challman, and MRFF Supporters:

Click to read in Inbox

“Re: Misunderstanding MRFF: Many Hate What MRFF
Does, Until They Learn What MRFF Does”

I was raised as a devout Catholic in an all-white, all-working class, all
Christian environment. By age 11, I knew I was gay, but didn’t know that
concept. I just knew that what “excited” me was other males, not girls. I
don’t think I was obvious, but I caught the attention of the choirmaster at
church, and was excited to “do stuff” at last.

When I “told” a couple of years later, he was fired, but got a similar job at
another church. No police report of suspected child abuse, of course.

[...]

Click to read in Inbox

“Thanks for going after the AF Academy”
Saw the news reports of you taking on the Academy for fostering an
atmosphere that led to a graduate taking part in the January 6th insurrection
at the Capitol. Thanks for doing that, and keep the pressure on. It’s beyond
me how Steve Bannon, a former naval officer, could end up so deranged but
apparently there are more out there like him, and not necessarily military
academy grads. The whole country has a right wing Christian nationalist
problem and the military just reflects that. 
 
Thanks for all you do.
(name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

“Your Advocacy re: The Air Force Academy”
Hello Mikey Weinstein,

I am a USAFA grad from the Class of (199X). I am a Christian.

I and many of my fellow USAFA classmates and grads have followed you
and the MRFF for many years.

While we don’t always agree with the positions you all take we mostly do
and thank you all at the MRFF for doing this hard job.

Whenever I hear your name being shall we say taken in vain I tell the folks
throwing the shade that they do not understand what you and the MRFF do
for us all.

On behalf of myself and many of my USAFA classmates and fellow grads we
wanted to thank you for the 12 Jan 21 Open Letter you released publicly and
directed at USAFA.

The Academy has stayed unreasonably and even suspiciously silent about the
insurrection event on 6 Jan 21 despite the well established participation and
even culpability of some of our own graduates.

This is plain wrong and makes the Academy look very bad.

Again thank you and the MRFF for saying what needed to be said to the
Academy leadership. That letter was really educational for many of us.

Keep up your good fight for us all at the MRFF sir!

(USAFA Graduate’s name, location and phone number all withheld)

Click to read in Inbox
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