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SUPPORT GROWS FOR
MRFF'S DEMAND THAT BLATANTLY
CHRISTIAN VETERANS MEMORIAL

BE ALTERED OR REMOVED

MRFF's demand that Monument, Colorado alter or remove a large,
exclusively Christian veterans memorial in the town's Monument

Cemetery has gained the support of Americans United and
the Jewish War Veterans of the USA. As MRFF prepares to file a

federal lawsuit, support is bolstered in Op-Ed by
MRFF Ally and Civil Liberties Activist Dr. Barry Fagin.

The memorial's blatantly Christian inscription reads:

"'Only two defining forces have ever offered to die
for you: Jesus Christ and the American soldier.; one
died for your soul, the other died for your freedom.'

We honor those who made freedom a reality."

Christian veterans memorial in Monument, CO Cemetery; Dr. Barry Fagin

MRFF GUEST OP-ED ON
LA PROGRESSIVE AND DAILY KOS

Trending story on Daily Kos

Monument's Monument is Monumentally Wrong

By: Dr. Barry Fagin

Thursday, March 11, 2021

(Excerpts from LA Progressive/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Can non-Christians serve in the military? Should they be allowed to? Can
non-Christians die in combat? Should their sacrifice be honored? 

Does America’s military fight for Jesus? Allah? Moses? Joseph Smith
perhaps? Are America’s soldiers sworn to defend the Bible? The Koran? The
Book of Mormon? Or is it something else?

Last October, the town of Monument CO dedicated a memorial to veterans in
the town cemetery. Given how many veterans are buried there, this makes
sense.  What doesn’t make sense is the inscription. Shamefully, it’s
unbelievably inappropriate. More shamefully, those few brave men and
women in the town who knew this was wrong felt they could not challenge it
publicly. 

Fortunately, they knew they could rely on the ever-vigilant Mikey Weinstein
and the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF) to protect their
anonymity while bringing this travesty to the public eye.

The memorial bears the following inscription, well-known in fundamentalist
circles: 

“Only two defining forces have ever offered to die for you: Jesus Christ and
the American Soldier; one died for your soul, the other died for your
freedom.”

[…]

The cemetery memorial is, I believe, deeply and profoundly offensive to all
non-Christians buried there (if there are any). Based on MRFF’s reported
client list, I’m confident it offends some Christians as well. But even if
everyone buried in that cemetery is Christian, what does the memorial say to
non-Christians who have lost loved ones in uniform? No need to ask. Jewish
War Veterans of the USA has already called for the memorial’s removal. You
can read more about that here.

Did I mention the memorial features the copyrighted logos of America’s
armed services? These are specifically forbidden by Department of Defense
Instruction 5535.12 to be used “for any purpose intended to promote
religious beliefs (including non-belief)”. 

Worst of all, the memorial is unconstitutional. It is a blatant government
endorsement of a specific sect of a specific religion on government land. You
cannot enter the cemetery without passing by it. 

According to an MRFF press release, the Town of Monument will shortly be
sued in Federal Court. I predict it will lose.

Sadly, this was an Eagle Scout project. I know many Eagle Scouts and their
parents, all of them awesome. I’m sure this young man is awesome
too. Unfortunately, every single adult involved in the approval and execution
of this project failed him badly.

[…]

Click to read on LA Progressive

Click to read on Daily Kos

MRFF Ally and Civil Liberties Advocate
Dr. Barry Fagin Featured Guest on

Conservative Christian-Owned Talk Radio
710 KNUS The Steffan Tubbs Show

Thursday, March 11, 2021

Dr. Fagin defends MRFF's position that the blatantly Christian
Veterans Memorial in Monument, CO is unconstitutional...

Host Steffan Tubbs admits he can't argue with Dr. Fagin that
all veterans should be honored.

Click to Listen (20min 13sec)

THE FRIENDLY ATHEIST ON PATHEOS
COVERS MRFF

A Colorado Boy Scout Put Up an Illegal
Christian Memorial in a Public Cemetery

By: Hemant Mehta

Thursday, March 11, 2021

(Excerpts from Patheos/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

Last October, at a cemetery in the town of Monument, Colorado a Boy Scout
named Michael Carlson decided to honor veterans by installing a memorial
marking their sacrifices. It was part of a project designed to earn Eagle Scout
honors and required the help of local donors to foot the nearly $50,000 bill
and the help of the city.

[…]

So the city helped Michael install this monument on public property.

In general, there’s nothing wrong with that, and the 16-year-old Michael
deserves credit for getting it done. The problem is that the memorial was
just an homage to Jesus.

[…]

“Only two defining forces have ever offered to die for you, Jesus Christ
and the American soldier. One died for your soul, the other died for your
freedom. We honor those who made freedom a reality.”

Not only is that a lie, it’s an obvious promotion of religion. The city might as
well put up another monument giving a big middle finger to Jews, Muslims,
and atheists.

[…]

Now the Military Religious Freedom Foundation is urging the city to get
rid of the religious advertising. In a letter to Mayor Wilson sent on February
23, MRFF made it clear this was unconstitutional. It was also a problem
because the memorial used imagery from the Armed Forces which aren’t
allowed to be used to promote any kind of religious beliefs.

Rather than file a lawsuit, MRFF warned the city about the problems, but
also made it clear that a legal solution wasn’t out of the question.

[…]

Click to read Article

Background on MRFF's Call for Removal or
Alteration of Unconstitutional Christian Veterans

Memorial in Government-run Cemetery

2/24/21 – MRFF Demands that Blatantly Christian Veterans
Memorial be Altered or Removed from Government-Run Cemetery

2/25/21 – Americans United (AU) Joins MRFF in Calling for
Removal or Alteration of Christian Veterans Memorial in

Government-run Cemetery

3/4/21 – Rabbi Decries Anti-Semitic Hate Received by MRFF /
Jewish War Veterans of the USA joins call for monument removal

3/10/21 – MRFF Preparing to File Federal Lawsuit After Town Fails
to Respond to Demand that Blatantly Christian Veterans Memorial

be Altered or Removed

MRFF Founder and President Mikey Weinstein's
February 23 Letter to Monument, Colorado

Mayor Don Wilson Demanding that the
Memorial be Altered or Removed

Click to enlarge and read letter

"Keep Up The Great Work"

Mikey: I’m inspired by all the hard work by you and everyone at MRFF to
fight for everyone’s constitutional rights in the face of relentless attacks by
Christian nationalists and bigots of all creeds. Keep on fighting, and I’ll keep
trying to support your efforts in the small ways I can. It warms my heart to
see the difference you’re making in peoples’ lives, which I think extends
beyond your direct clients to the nation as a whole and beyond.

Best regards,

(name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

“Donation”

My donation through Paypal did not give me the option to comment.

Donation is to help support efforts in Monument, Colorado.

Back in the day, I left the boy scouts because the christen push was so strong
(big disappointment to my family). It was also getting bad during my AF
career – Oct 1964 – Nov 1984.

(name withheld)

Click to read in Inbox

PLEASE MAKE A
100% TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

MRFF is a 501C3 Nonprofit

Help Build the Wall: Donate a "Brick"!

If you prefer to mail a check, please use this link to
download a printable donation form

Please Share on Social Media

   

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

   

http://facebook.com/mikeymrff
http://www.twitter.com/mikeyweinstein
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=xTDGfvCBh5A&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=xTDGfvCBh5A&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=xTDGfvCBh5A&c=5&r=1
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1101766362531&p=oi
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/2021/3-4-21-Distinguished-MRFF-Ally-Rabbi-Joel-Schwartzman-Decries-Anti-Semitic-Hate.pdf
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodi/553512p.pdf
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodi/553512p.pdf
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodi/553512p.pdf
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/2021/3-10-21-MRFF-Preparing-Federal-Lawsuit-After-Town-Fails-to-Respond-to-Demand.pdf
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/02/eagle-scout-project/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/02/flawed-eagle-scout-project/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/monuments-monument-is-monumentally-wrong/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/monuments-monument-is-monumentally-wrong/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/mrff-ally-and-civil-liberties-advocate-dr-barry-fagin-featured-guest-on-conservative-christian-owned-talk-radio-710-knus-the-steffan-tubbs-show-20min13sec/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/a-colorado-boy-scout-put-up-an-illegal-christian-memorial-in-a-public-cemetery/
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/2021/2-24-21-MRFF-Demands-Blatantly-Christian-Veterans-Memorial-be-Altered-or-Removed.pdf
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/2021/2-25-21-Americans-United-MRFF-Call-for-Removal-Altering-of-Christian-Vets-Memorial-1.pdf
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/2021/3-4-21-Distinguished-MRFF-Ally-Rabbi-Joel-Schwartzman-Decries-Anti-Semitic-Hate.pdf
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/2021/3-10-21-MRFF-Preparing-Federal-Lawsuit-After-Town-Fails-to-Respond-to-Demand.pdf
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/2021/2-23-20-MayorDonWilson-Monument-CO.pdf
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/2021/2-23-20-MayorDonWilson-Monument-CO.pdf
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/keep-up-the-great-work/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/donation-3/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-3967302
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/make-a-donation/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/make-a-donation/#constitutionsociety
http://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/helpbuildthewall/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020_MRFF_Donation_Form_8.5x11_BW_PRINT.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://conta.cc/3bCIVIs
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Support+Grows+for+MRFF%E2%80%99s+Demand+that+Blatantly+Christian+Veterans+Memorial+be+Altered+or+Removed:+https://conta.cc/3bCIVIs

