
3/25/21, 8:28 PMMRFF Demands Removal of "News" Article Re: Soldier's Conversion from Islam to Christianity from Official U.S. Army Website

Page 1 of 1https://myemail.constantcontact.com/MRFF-Demands-Removal-of--News…fficial-U-S--Army-Website.html?soid=1101766362531&aid=jAJyJqzTkxA

  SHARE:  

Join Our Email List

Thursday Evening, March 25, 2021

MRFF DEMANDS "NEWS" ARTICLE REMOVAL
FROM OFFICIAL U.S. ARMY WEBSITE

ABOUT SOLDIER'S CONVERSION FROM
ISLAM TO DOD-PREFERRED CHRISTIANITY

Excerpt from article below on Official U.S. Army website:

“Frelund said when she returned to her room, Jesus appeared to her,
hand outstretched — and that’s when she knew. Her conversion from

Islam to Christianity has shaped her life since, she said, and
continues to shape it and provide direction now.”

Read MRFF's 3-Page Demand Letter
to Acting Secretary of the Army John E. Whitley

The Outrageously Islamophobic "News" Article
"Soldier Fights for Her Life to Serve in US Army"

Was Published 3/18/21 on the
Official Website of the United States Army

Army News posted a feature story titled, "Soldier Fights for Her Life
to Serve in US Army" and is about a soldier named Zahraa Katya
Frelund. It seems to be an evangelical-inspired tale to engender
Islamophobia & anti-Arab sentiment while proselytizing for
Christianity and the goodness of the US Army. MRFF highlights the
most relevant sections of the article below.

—MRFF Research Staff

Prior to reading the full article on army.mil, please read
MRFF's Research Staff highlighted sections below

with emphasis and comments added by MRFF.

"Where I come from in Iraq, there are literally two options for a woman who
(leaves) home,” Frelund said. “Either I’m caught and killed as part of an honor
killing, or the bad people — the terrorists, the militia — they’ll take me to a sex
house."

Life is really hard for women in the Middle East,” Frelund said. “My whole life I
was beaten up for whatever reason — the smallest things. My brothers want
water and (if) I don’t get it for them fast enough, and it’s not just one hand —
they’d leave my whole body bruised.

Frelund removed her hijab and tucked herself in to sleep, exhausted from the
heat and the dangers she had already overcome that day. After some time – it
could have been minutes or hours, she said she was too exhausted to know —
she felt herself being kicked awake. She heard men’s voices. “Whore,” they
called her in Arabic, grabbing her. “Take off your clothes.”

In that moment, Frelund — still a Muslim at the time, but also a believer in
Mary, Mother of Jesus — said she heard a voice tell her “‘Tell them yes,
and look to your right.’ I knew in that moment that God was with me.

Frelund ran for her life.

“They were still chasing me, shooting after me; I’ve never run so fast in my life,
and I just kept begging ‘please God help me.’”

So she makes it to Camp Liberty where she relates the happy story of
evangelical conversion.

The decision to let her stay and work saved her life, but more than just that,
Frelund gained a new purpose for her life during her time on Camp
Liberty. When a new friend invited Frelund to come to an on-post church
service with her, Frelund scoffed.

“I was Muslim at the time; I didn’t even want to go,” she said. “But my
friend teased me – she knew I liked blue eyes, and she said many of the men
at church have blue eyes; maybe I’ll find a husband.”

Immediately, it became clear to her it was about much more than that.

“When we got there, I felt so calm, so peaceful and when the chaplain started
talking, he talked about the shepherd,” Frelund said, struggling to hold back
tears. “The shepherd had 100 sheep, but when he lost the one, he left the 99
to go find it.”

The chaplain had been referencing a parable Jesus told in the Gospels of
Luke and Matthew.

“And I was just like, ‘he’s talking about me! I’m the one! I’m the lost
sheep! And he’s come to find me!’” she said.

Frelund said when she returned to her room, Jesus appeared to her,
hand outstretched — and that’s when she knew. Her conversion from
Islam to Christianity has shaped her life since, she said, and continues to
shape it and provide direction now.

The story goes on to say how she later joined the Army and she's
lauded by her supervisors, etc.

Read the full article on army.mil directly below.

OUTRAGEOUSLY ISLAMOPHOBIC ARTICLE
ON OFFICIAL U.S. ARMY WEBSITE

Soldier fights for her life to serve in US Army

Thursday, March 18, 2021

By: Sgt. Liane Hatch

(Excerpts from Army.mil/Emphasis Added by MRFF)

With her hands in the air — not daring to let them fall — Zahraa ‘Katya’
Frelund slowly walked the longest half-mile of her life, barefoot and
exhausted, toward the just-rising sun and the guard tower at Baghdad’s
Victory Base Complex.

It was 2009, and Frelund, a 19-year-old runaway from her home in Babylon,
Iraq, knew her life, her fate, rested in the hands of the American strangers on
the other side of the heavily-guarded gate.

[...]

Click to read on Army.mil

MRFF's 3-Page Letter to Acting Secretary of the
Army John E. Whitley Demanding "News" Article be

Removed from Official U.S. Army Website

Click to Enlarge and Read MRFF's 3-page Demand Letter to Acting Secretary
of the Army John E. Whitley

U.S. Army Swiftly Responds to MRFF's Demand
Letter Via Email from Calvin D. Callender Ortiz,

MSG, USA, Senior Executive Administrative
NCO to the Chief of Staff, Army

On Mar 25, 2021, at 1:19 PM, Callender Ortiz, Calvin D MSG USARMY
HQDA CSA (USA) [email address withheld] wrote:

Good afternoon Mr. Weinstein,
 
Both your correspondence and previous email have been received and both
have been forwarded to the appropriate channels.
 
V/R
Calvin D. Callender Ortiz
MSG, USA
Senior Executive Administrative NCO to the Chief of Staff, Army
200 Army Pentagon, Room 3E672
Washington, DC 20310-0200
Comm: 703-697-XXXX DSN: 227-XXXX
NIPR: [redacted]
SIPR: [redacted]

MRFF's Mikey Weinstein's Email Response to
Senior Executive Administrative

NCO to the Chief of Staff, Army, MSG. Ortiz
From: Michael L Weinstein <mikeyw4444@icloud.com>
Subject: Re: [Non-DoD Source] MRFF Demand Letter to Acting Army Sec'y
John E. Whitley
Date: March 25, 2021 at 1:26:27 PM MDT
To: "Callender Ortiz, Calvin D MSG USARMY HQDA CSA (USA)" [email
address withheld]
Cc: Information Weinstein <mikey@militaryreligiousfreedom.org>

...thank you Master Sergeant Callender Ortiz…we are standing by…….we
need the Army to do the obviously right thing here right away please….(1)
pull that Christian proselytizing official U.S. Army news article; (2) swiftly
make the appropriate public apologies and, (3) timely investigate & punish
those who allowed this hurtful travesty of official Army-sponsored, anti-
Muslim/pro-Christian proselytizing prejudice and bigotry to happen…..best,
Mikey Weinstein/MRFF  505-250-7727

Compilation of MRFF's Efforts on Behalf of
Military Members of the Muslim Faith:

Compilation of MRFF's Efforts on Behalf of Military Members of the
Muslim Faith Over the Past 15 Years

3/28/11 - MRFF Submits Testimony for Historic U.S. Senate
Hearing: "Protecting the Civil Rights of American Muslims

MRFF's Efforts on Behalf of
Military Members of the Muslim Faith

Included in Today's 3/25/21 Demand Letter:

1/30/12 - VICTORY ALERT: Under Pressure from MRFF and other
Civil Rights Allies, Islamophobic Retired Lt. Gen. Boykin
Withdraws from National Prayer Breakfast at West Point

2/28/08 - MRFF Advisory Board Member Reza Aslan: Apparently,
terrorism pays. It pays very well.

2/7/08 - MRFF Exposes Deception at Air Force Academy: New York
Times - Speakers at Academy Said to Make False Claims

4/22/10 - AP Carried by Washington Post, AOL News, Fox News,
Stars & Stripes..: Army disinvites Graham to Pentagon Prayer Day

"Active Duty Muslim U.S. Army Officer Outraged..."

Mr. Weinstein,

As an active-duty Muslim U.S. Army Officer, I am outraged that the U.S.
Army would promote a story like this that would insinuate mindsets that
Islam is a horrible religion and this woman was only saved because of her
conversion to Christianity. While I am happy for her, the Article showed its
biased opinion in its approach to Islam. - Active Duty Muslim U. S. Army
Officer.

(Active Duty U.S. Army Officer/MRFF Client’s name, rank, MOS, assigned
military organization and installation all withheld)

Read in Inbox

"Re: 3/24/21 – Good Lord! Who Are These People?..."

Hello Mikey,

The writing by Col. Wilkerson is lucid. He is a solid patriot, non delusional.
With experience and insights.
“The obvious solution to this problem is a return to conscription, but not
unfair conscription as in the past. Instead, a fair, lottery-based draft of both
men and women.” Exactly.
Keep up the good work.

Sincerely,
(name withheld)

Read in Inbox

PLEASE MAKE A
100% TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

MRFF is a 501C3 Nonprofit

Help Build the Wall: Donate a "Brick"!

If you prefer to mail a check, please use this link to
download a printable donation form

Please Share on Social Media

   

MRFF Information/Contact:
(505) 250-7727

   

http://facebook.com/mikeymrff
http://www.twitter.com/mikeyweinstein
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=jAJyJqzTkxA&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=jAJyJqzTkxA&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=jAJyJqzTkxA&c=5&r=1
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1101766362531&p=oi
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Whitley-letter-3-25-21.pdf
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Whitley-letter-3-25-21.pdf
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/official-site-of-u-s-army-soldier-fights-for-her-life-to-serve-in-us-army/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Whitley-letter-3-25-21.pdf
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Whitley-letter-3-25-21.pdf
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/mrffs-recent-efforts-on-behalf-of-military-members-of-the-muslim-faith/
https://militaryreligiousfreedom.org/docs/senate_testimony.pdf
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2012/01/mrff-demands-that-pentagon-disinvite-islamophobic-retired-lt-gen-boykin-from-national-prayer-breakfast-at-west-point/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/weekly-watch/2-29-08/weeklywatch.html
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/press-releases/speakers-triple-headlines.html
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2010/04/franklin-graham-cut-from-pentagon-event/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/active-duty-muslim-u-s-army-officer-outraged/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/3-24-21-good-lord-who-are-these-people-op-ed-by-mrff-ad-board-member-lawrence-wilkerson/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/2021/03/3-24-21-good-lord-who-are-these-people-op-ed-by-mrff-ad-board-member-lawrence-wilkerson/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-3967302
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/make-a-donation/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/make-a-donation/#constitutionsociety
http://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/helpbuildthewall/
https://www.militaryreligiousfreedom.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020_MRFF_Donation_Form_8.5x11_BW_PRINT.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://conta.cc/39crkpa
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=MRFF+Demands+Removal+of+%22News%22+Article+Re%3A+Soldier%27s+Conversion+from+Islam+to+Christianity+from+Official+U.S.+Army+Website%3A+https://conta.cc/39crkpa

