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February 4, 2021 
 
Mikey Weinstein, Founder and President 
Military Religious Freedom Foundation 
13170-B Central Avenue, SE 
Suite 255 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
 
Dear Mikey: 
 
As a longtime ally and supporter of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, we 
want to thank you for the work you’ve done to promote and open and inclusive 
society with particular focus on our nation’s military personnel and their right of 
conscience and freedom of worship. 
 
California Council of Churches IMPACT represents 21 denominations within the 
mainline Protestant communities of faith. We have 5500 congregations and 1.5 
million members. Many of them have ties to our nation’s armed forces through 
service or family. Having an advocate for their rights, and the rights of every person 
under the First Amendment, is a gift to us all. 
 
As we face an increasingly divided nation with growing rigidity of view, advocacy 
for a free society becomes more important than ever.  Our new Secretary of 
Defense, Lloyd Austin, has called for days of “stand down” wherein instruction and 
reminders about the fundamentals of American democracy will be reviewed.  We 
cannot help but believe the work of MRFF has contributed positively toward this 
decision.   
 
Having a constant voice, that of MRFF, on religious freedom has contributed to the 
voices raised on all justice issues: race, gender, sexual orientation, immigration 
status, and the like.  It is essential our nation’s military be devoted to the principles 
of full inclusion.  MRFF’s fight for religious freedom has raised this issue to high 
visibility and prominence for years.  This would not be happening without your 
tireless contribution. 
 
Thank you from those of us in a diverse world who benefit from your advocacy and 
from those of us who share and speak out on that advocacy.  We are most grateful. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elizabeth Sholes 
Public Policy Advocate 


