
 
 

 

 

Thursday, February 9, 2017 
 

Gen. Herbert J. Carlisle 
Commander, Air Combat Command 
115 Thompson St, Ste. 211 
Langley AFB, VA 23665-1987 
 
RE: Posters Displayed at ACC Headquarters 
 
Dear Gen. Herbert J. Carlisle: 
 
As you should already know, it has come to the attention of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation 
(MRFF) that posters are displayed at Air Combat Command (ACC) headquarters at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, 
Virginia, which clearly endorse religion over non-religion.  The posters further express a message of male 
superiority. 
 
On behalf of our sixteen (16) clients – including USAF officers, NCOs, and civilians – MRFF demands that 
these posters be removed immediately.  The messages of faith plainly violate both the Establishment Clause of 
the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and Air Force Regulation and Air Force Regulation 1-1, Sections 
2.11-2.12.  Further, the message of male superiority is not only offensive, but violates Air Force Regulation 1-1, 
Sections 1.7.4.4-1.8. 
 
Please allow me to address the violations of each poster.  For your convenience, I include the language that our 
clients are forced to read every time they pass by the display: 
 
Poster 1: 
 

Men cannot live without faith except for brief moments of anarchy or despair.  
Faith leads to conviction – and convictions lead to action.  It is only a man of deep 
convictions, a man of deep faith, who will make the sacrifices needed to save his 
manhood…It is obvious that our enemy will attack us at our weakest spot.  The 
hole in our armor is our lack of faith.  We need to revive a fighting faith by which 
we can live, and for which we would be willing even to die.  It is the only way 
that we shall be able to get meaning back into our lives.  It is our only safety in all 
this muddled world. 

AF Manual 50-21, August 1955 
 
This message undoubtedly expresses a preference for airmen of religious faith over those who practice no  
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religion.  It not only states that men cannot even LIVE without faith, it questions the loyalty, strength, and 
sacrifice of non-religious airmen by stating that only men of faith are willing to make necessary sacrifices, as 
well as that faith is “our only safety.”   
 
An act or policy of a government entity violates the Establishment Clause if any one of the following is shown: 
(1) its purpose is not secular; (2) its principal/primary effect either advances or inhibits religion; or (3) it fosters 
an excessive entanglement with religion.  Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S. 602 (1971).  The language on this 
poster expressly states that faith is a necessary quality to be in the Air Force.  Therefore, it has no secular 
purpose and its principal effect advances religion. 
 
Although ACC spokesperson Col. Sholtis recently defended the posters by stating, “The posters do not 
officially endorse, disapprove of, or extend preferential treatment for any faith, belief, or absence of belief...,” 
this poster plainly states that lack of faith is the “hole in our armor.”  How can that be interpreted as anything 
other than a preference for religion over non-religion?   
 
Moreover, neither the Lemon test nor AFR 1-1, 2.12 require that an endorsement of religion be “official” or 
even intentional.  AFR 1-1, 2.12 states, “Leaders at all levels…must ensure their words and actions cannot 
reasonably be construed to be officially endorsing or disapproving of, or extending preferential treatment for 
any faith, belief, or absence of belief.”  Whether “official” or not, the language of this poster expresses a 
preference for those with religious faith over non-believers. 
 
This poster also expresses the message that only men are capable of exhibiting the loyalty and sacrifice 
necessary to serve: “Men cannot live without faith except for brief moments of anarchy or despair.  Faith leads 
to convictions – and convictions lead to action.  It is only a man of deep convictions, a man of deep faith, who 
will make the sacrifices needed to save his manhood.”  (emphasis added)  
 
If faith is required to adequately defend our country and only men “of deep faith” will make sacrifices in order 
to save their “manhood,” the resulting message is that women are incapable of both faith and sacrifice.  This 
message completely dismisses the countless sacrifices made by the many brave women in uniform.  
Additionally, it is a violation of AFR 1-1, 1.7.4.4, which states there is a “zero-tolerance policy” toward 
discrimination based on gender, as well as AFR 1-1, 1.8, stating, “Air Force capabilities and warfighting skills 
are enhanced by diversity among its personnel.”  Despite the obligations of preventing discrimination and 
enhancing diversity, ACC headquarters has chosen to display a poster that honors only the service of men, 
while entirely disregarding the strength and character of female service members.   
 
In response to MRFF’s complaint regarding the posters, Col. Sholtis stated that they “are appropriate and 
consistent with established traditions of using historical documents to promote reflection and inspiration.”  Yet, 
the only history upon which this poster seeks reflection and inspiration is a time when the “service” of women 
required aprons, rather than military uniforms, and the only “sacrifice” women faced was the loss of a home-
cooked meal due to a late husband, rather than the potential loss of their very lives due to a commitment to 
defend this country.  This message is beyond offensive – it is appalling and unacceptable. 
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Poster 2: 
 

The idea uppermost in the minds of the men who founded the United States was 
that each and every human being was important.  They knew that the importance 
of man came from the very source of his life – because man was made in the 
image and likeness of God, he had a destiny to achieve.  And because he had a 
destiny to achieve, he had the unalienable rights and the inherent freedom to 
achieve it.  That is the basic idea of our democracy.  That is the keystone of our 
way of living.  Discard that central thought and there is no meaning to our 
Declaration of Independence; there is no validity to our Constitution. 
 AF Manual 50-21, August 1955 

 
Contrary to the statement of this poster, the Constitution explicitly provides for the religious freedom of all 
citizens, regardless of faith or lack of faith.  The religious beliefs of the Founders are irrelevant – when they 
drafted the Establishment Clause, prohibiting the endorsement of one religion over others or of religion over 
non-religion, they plainly chose to create a government based on democratic principles, rather than religious 
principles.  The rights and freedoms granted by the U.S. Constitution are neither a result of being made in the 
image of God, nor conditioned upon the belief in that God.  Constitutional rights are absolutely “valid” without 
reference to the personal beliefs of those who drafted the Constitution. 
 
Pursuant to both the Lemon test and AFR 1-1, 2.12, stated above, the message of this poster wrongfully 
endorses religion over non-religion.  Moreover, it endorses Christianity over other religions by referencing the 
belief that man was created in the image of God.  As stated above, whether such endorsement was intentional or 
an “official” endorsement is irrelevant to the question of whether the message violates the Establishment Clause 
or AFR 1-1, 2.12. 
 
Our service members are important regardless of whether they believe that “man was made in the image and 
likeness of God.”  Their importance is a result of their commitment to protect and defend the rights of all 
citizens, as well as the many sacrifices they make during their service.  To characterize their devotion as rooted 
in a particular religious belief diminishes and insults the service they bravely provide every day. 
 
In addition to the above cited violations of Constitutional law, case law, and regulation, both posters create 
extremely problematic issues regarding the No Religious Test prohibition of Clause 3, Article VI of the 
Constitution, as we as the Equal Protection guarantees of both the 5th and 14th Amendments.  MRFF will expand 
more upon these specific violations as necessitated by your decision pursuant to this demand. 
 
For these reasons, MRFF demands that the subject posters, as well as any similar posters, be immediately 
removed from the ACC headquarters.  We look forward to your response. 
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Respectfully, 

 
Tobanna Barker 
MRFF Legal Affairs Coordinator 
Military Religious Freedom Foundation 
 
CC: 
Secretary of Defense – General James N. Mattis 
Acting Secretary of the Air Force – Lisa S. Disbrow 
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force – General David L. Goldfein 
MRFF Lead Trial Counsel – Randal G. Mathis, Mathis & Donheiser P.C. 


